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November 2, 2020 
 
Dear Parkland Staff and Families, 
 
I am writing to inform you of a meeting hosted today by the Pennsylvania Department of Education 
(PDE) and Pennsylvania Department of Health (PA DOH) with respect to county levels of transmission 
of COVID-19 and instructional models for all school leaders in Lehigh County.  PDE and PA DOH issued 
a chart in August 2020 that created three tiers of community transmission rates that school districts 
should use to determine if in-person instruction should occur.  The tiers (low, moderate, substantial 
spread) look at incidence rate and positivity rate metrics as noted in the chart below: 
 
PDE Chart Issued in August 2020 
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Today, PDE and PA DOH informed all Lehigh County schools that Lehigh County has 
moved from a “moderate” level of community transmission (counties with more than 10, 
but less than 100 cases per 100,000 residents) to a “substantial” level of community 
transmission (Lehigh County rate is now at 101.9).   
Lehigh County’s positivity rate is at 6% which is identified as a “moderate” level of 
community transmission.  However, as the chart notes above, if one of the two indicators 
are determined to be “substantial,” then the county is identified as having a “substantial” 
level of community transmission. 
 
Lehigh County Information from the PA Department of Health Monitoring System 

 
Given that this is the first week Lehigh County is identified with a “substantial” level of 
transmission, PDE and PA DOH have recommended that school districts maintain the current 
instructional model (hybrid).  If Lehigh County remains in a “substantial” level of community 
transmission next week, PDE will recommend Lehigh County schools move to fully remote 
instruction.  PDE recommends that schools in a fully remote instructional model remain with 
this instructional model until such time as Lehigh County returns to a “moderate” level of 
community transmission of the virus for two consecutive weeks while they continue to analyze 
the trends.  If our incidence rate next week drops below 100, and our positivity rate remains 
below 10, and Lehigh County is identified with a “moderate” level of community transmission, 
we will continue with a hybrid instructional model. 
 
 
 
Richard T. Sniscak 
Superintendent of Schools 



 
We will continue to monitor this information with PDE and PA DOH and I will keep you 
informed as we are updated with new information. 
 
Please reference our coronavirus resource page for more information related to the 
pandemic and testing resources within our community. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Richard T. Sniscak 
Superintendent of Schools 

https://www.parklandsd.org/departments/student-services/health-services/coronavirus

