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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the middle school phase of your educational program. These next three years are extren
important to your growth and development. This booklet is designed to help you and your parents better un
stand the overall program of our middle schools.

The middle school years are the stepping stones from elementary school to high school. You should striv
learn a great deal about yourself and begin to look at the future. You will be provided with many experienc
designed to develop knowledge, understanding, habits, and attitudes necessary for both educational and phy
growth.

COUNSELING SERVICES

Counseling is one of the special services provided for every middle school student. With the cooperati
of the student, the parent, and the school, planning for the vocational or educational future of the individt
becomes realistic and meaningful.

The counseling program includes student or parent interviews, group guidance activities, team meetings, ir
vidual and group testing, and visitation by community people. Through this varied program, students are giver
opportunity to understand themselves more fully, recognize strengths and interests, and evaluate
their potential.

The counselors are available throughout the school day to assist the student in matters of personal adjustr
educational or vocational difficulties or other matters of concern. Students may arrange appointments by visit
the counselor’s office. In addition, parents may also arrange a conference by calling the counselor’s office at
respective schools.

PROGRAMS FOR HIGH POTENTIALAND GIFTED STUDENTS

The Parkland School District recognizes its obligation to provide programs for its high potential and gifte
students. It is further recognized that many of the basic education courses and activities now being offered in
middle school program are appropriate for these students. In sixth grade, students work with a teacher of the g
through a pull-out program. Seventh and eighth grade students may select specially designed courses suited 1
gifted and high potential students. Course descriptions for the Gifted/High Potential program appear later in t
booklet.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

The special education program is designed for students who are determined to have specific needs as
federal and commonwealth guidelines. The special education staff assists the classroom teacher in deliverin
appropriate educational program for the student with special needs. Special education services are delivere
regular education and through a support center, based on the needs of the student.

Parents are an integral part of the school team and their input is welcomed. An Individualized Educatiol
Plan (IEP) is developed with the parents. The IEP outlines the support services provided for the students anc
specially designed instruction needed.cially designed instruction needed.



ESL

The English as a Second Language Program in the Parkland School District offers qualified students inten:
instruction in the language functions of speaking, listening, reading, and writing. The goal of the program is 1
our English Language Learners to become proficient in English so that they can fully participate in all acaden
social, and co-curricular activities offered within the district. Students are identified and assessed as they ente!
Parkland School District, and those who qualify for service receive instruction from an English as a Seco
Language teacher. They also participate in the general academic curriculum as appropriate to their needs.
further information regarding the Parkland ESL Program, please contact the Office of Curriculum, Instruction, a
Professional Development at 610.351.5540.

STUDENT SUPPORT TEAM

The Parkland Middle Schools’ Student Support Team is an intervention program designed to identify and re
“high risk” students to appropriate resources in the school or the community. Itis a chance for you to help yours
or a friend if alcohol/drugs or a mental health problem is a part of your life.

Members of the team include: counselors, nurses, principals and teachers specially trained in drug and alc
use or abuse and mental health problems. They coordinate the identification and referral of troubled student:

MEDIA CENTER

The library media center is an integral part of the middle school exploratory program. The library’s objective
are to provide materials that will enrich and support the curriculum and personal needs of the user.

Middle school students receive orientation in the use of library facilities including career information re
sources. The instructional focus for strengthening library skills is reinforced with a unit in the reading curriculu
that introduces periodical indexes, reference, and research tools.

Students are encouraged to use the facility for browsing or research as their schedule permits.
HEALTH SERVICES

A full-time nurse is part of the staff of each middle school to administer the school health and first aid progra
The health room is equipped to provide for physical examinations, treatment of minor first aid in case of em
gency, and treatment for minor ilinesses. If it is necessary for a student to take prescribed medication during
school day, the nurse should be notified and the medication should be kept in the health room.

If a student becomes ill during the school day, he/she shall request a pass from a teacher in charge to rept
the nurse in the health room. Ill students are required to have permission from the school nurse before they me
excused from classes or leave the building.

HOMEWORK AND STUDY HABITS

Home study is a necessary part of the educational program of each student. The student is expected to s
some time in addition to the scheduled class instruction to achieve satisfactory work. Some assignments
naturally long-range in nature and require planned study time for their completion. Planned study helps to elil
nate the necessity of spending too much time in completing an assignment the day before it is due. Homewo
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not restricted to the assignments made by individual teachers. Home study must include a daily effort to keey
with the progress of one’s class.

Here are some study tips that every student should know:
1. Be sure you understand the assignment. When in doubt, ask the teacher.

2. Write the assignment down - don’t trust your memory.

3. Do as much of your homework in school as time allows. This will leave ample time for studying, readin
and reviewing at home.

4. Plan the order of studying your subjects.
a. Do memorization work early. Review again at the end of the study session.

b. Attack more difficult subjects first - easier ones last.
c. Alternate between written work and reading assignments.

5. If you are absent, check with your teachers immediately upon your return for work missed while abser
This is your responsibility.

Remember, the conscientious student will plan and organize a complete study program involving both home
school time. Parents are encouraged to set up a study area conducive to learning in the home. In addition, pat
supervision and assistance are extremely beneficial to your child’s educational learning processes.

A copy of the Parkland School District “Homework Policy” is included as Appendix B in this booklet.

TESTING PROGRAM

The Parkland School District’s testing program is designed to provide information concerning the proficienc
of students in selected grades on standardized tests of academic achievement and aptitude. The results of
tests provide a continuing record of each student’'s academic progress in comparison to national norms. The)
also a valuable aid in identifying strengths and weaknesses in order to provide the best instructional program
the student.

All middle school students will participate in state mandated tests. The sixth, seventh and eighth grade will
take the PSSA (The Pennsylvania State System of School Assessment) reading and math assessments, which is
required by the State Board of Education. In April, the eighth grade will take the PSSA reading, writing and
science assessment. Sixth and seventh grade students will participate in PSSA reading and mathmatics assessment
also in April.

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

The extracurricular activity program is an important part of the middle school program. Students are enco
aged to become involved in at least one or more extracurricular activities. There are activities for everyone. Th
include athletics, intramurals, music, drama, publications and special interest activities according to the need
the group.

Listed are a few of the extracurricular activities offered at the middle schools.
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SCHOOL DAY

Upon arriving at school, students will report to their lockers and then directly to homeroom. Homerool
period begins at 7:45 a.m. Following seven assigned periods, the school day ends at 2:40 p.m.

MARKING PERIODS
The school year is divided into six marking periods, each approximately six weeks in length.

SCHOLASTIC HONORS

Special recognition is made of those students who exhibit academic excellence. This recognition is provic
in two ways: Honor Roll and Principal’s List.

1. Honor Roll 2. Principal’s List

Honor Roll

A list of students who have attained a quality point average of at least 3.25 in major subjects will be publist
quarterly. In addition, a student must obtain passing grades in all special subjects. This list will be subdivided i
two categories as follows:

High Honors 3.75-4.00
Honors 3.25-3.74

Principal’s List

To be named to the Principal’s List at the conclusion of a school term, a student must attain High Honor R
status in each of the six marking periods of that term and must also obtain a final grade-point average of 4.0,
letter grade of “A” in all core subjects each marking period.

Grade-point Determination for Honors

Grade-point averages are determined by adding the appropriate quality points for each letter grade and di
ing by the number of major subjects. For the purpose of determining averages, the following point values are tc
assigned to letter grades.

A =4B=3C=2D=1F=0
FINAL GRADE

The final report card includes final graaeeragedor all courses. Adding the appropriate quality pojAts4;
B=3 etc.)for each letter grade and dividing by the number of marking periods detetherfesal average The
plus and minus sigrexe not utilized for this purpose



PROMOTION GUIDELINES

A student will be promoted to the next grade level when he/she has successfully completed the requirem
of planned instruction in the current grade. This may include demonstrated proficiency on individual and/or grc
projects, written assessments, and oral presentations, to name a few.

Retention may be necessary if the student fails two (2) major subjects OR one (1) major subject and two
exploratory subjects. In this case, a student will have the opportunity to make up the work for major subje
during summer school. A student who fails three (3) or more major subjects during the school year may
retained. Due to the progression of the Parkland School District mathematics program, any student failing |
Algebra A or Pre-Algebra B must repeat the course in summer school

All courses taken during summer school will be recorded on the student’s permanent record. The grade ea
during the summer program will be reflected on the student’s record.

SUMMER SCHOOL

Parkland School District offers a summer school program for middle school students. Students are require
provide their own transportation to and from summer school.

Subjects available for make-up are language arts, social studies, science, sixth grade mathematics, pre-al
A and pre-algebra B. Tuition is charged for each course and is payable at the time of registration.

Daily classes will be one and one-haff/{lhours in length for each subject. Registration is limited to two (2)
subjects and students must attend all sessions. The regular school rules concerning conduct and appropriate

will apply.
Options for Meeting State Standards and Planned Instruction

Students in the Parkland School District also have several options available to them to demonstrate un
standing and application of skills associated with course content. These options are alternatives for flexibil
advancement and enrichment of educational opportunities. They include:

» Course completion: Satisfactory completion of planned courses as determined by the principal ir
consultation with the teacher shall contribute to the achievement of planned instruction.

« Assessment:Regularly enrolled students may demonstrate achievement of student performant
objectives by successful completion of assessments, regardless of the instructional time spent, ur
procedures and policies established by the superintendent and the board of school directors.

* Independent study:Students may demonstrate achievement of student learning outcomes as a resuli
participation in independent study courses.

» Students may achieve student performance objectives by following the in-home schooling procedu
and requirements.

» Curriculum exemption: Students may demonstrate achievement of student performance objectives
through religious objection requests provided they satisfy the alternate activities and requirements
defined by the district.




SIXTH GRADE REGISTRATION INFORMATION AND PROGRAM OF STUDIES

All students entering grade six receive the same subjects. Students, identified as gifted, and participating in
gifted program, will receive instruction with a teacher of the gifted on a pull-out basis.

Major Subjects
Language Arts
Reading
Ancient Cultures
Mathematics
Science

SEVENTH GRADE REGISTRATION INFORMATION AND PROGRAM OF STUDIES

All students entering grade seven receive the same subjects: however, each major subject (language arts, |
social studies and science) has a more academically challenging course available for gifted and high pote!
students. Students, identified as gifted, and participating in the gifted program, may choose full or partial parti
pation based on their individual academic strengths in the four major subject areas. Students not identifiec
gifted may be considered for the more challenging courses based on their individual academic profile, consis:
of:

(1) Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA)
(2) Classroom Performance
(3) Teacher Recommendation

Major Subjects
Language Arts
Western/Modern Culture
Pre-Algebra A, Pre-Algebra or
Algebra 1
Science




EIGHTH GRADE REGISTRATION INFORMATION AND PROGRAM OF STUDIES

For the most part, all students entering eighth grade receive the same subjects. The degree of differentic
among these subjects is a function of whether students take regular education or gifted/high potential course
follows that the gifted/high potential curriculum for each major subject area (language arts, mathematics, sot
studies, and science) is more academically challenging than its regular education counterpatrt.

Students who excel beyond the challenges of the regular education program, as evidenced by outstan
achievement may consider selecting the more challenging courses in the gifted program. This may be done
course-by-course basis depending on his/her academic strengths. As a general guideline, the student shoulo
attained an “A” average in the regular education course in seventh grade. A positive attitude and a desire to
forth the additional effort required of the more challenging courses are added qualities of the successful stude

Major Subjects
Language Arts
Contemporary Social Problems
Pre-Algebra B
Algebra 1 or Algebra 2
Science
Level 1 World Language (French, German, Spanish)
Language Arts Seminar

NONBINDING NOTE

The school reserves the right to cancel or postpone courses for which insufficient enroliment, lack of physi
facilities, or unavailability of teaching personnel necessitates such action.

NONDISCRIMINATION POLICY

In accordance with state and federal law, the Parkland School District does not discriminate, either in 1
educational programs and activities which it operates or in the employment of personnel, on the basis of handi
race, sex, color, national origin, age or religion.

The Parkland School District, in conjunction with the Lehigh County Vocational-Technical School, offers «
variety of vocational programs. Admissions to these programs are available to all students. Criteria for admiss
are limited to academic aptitude and achievement and space available.

If you are physically or mentally handicapped, you may qualify for special services and instruction and equi
ment modifications so you can successfully complete the educational program or participate in activities.

For information about your rights or grievance procedures, contact the Title 1X/Section 504 coordinator, V
Richard Sniscak, at the Parkland Administration Center (610-351-5503).
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Parkland Middle Schools
Course Descriptions
6" Grade
Language Arts

The sixth-grade language arts curriculum focuses on the importance of reading as a lifelong skill while ider
fying expository, narrative, persuasive, and description text. Students are also asked to identify the uses of lite
techniques to build meaning and demonstrate critical analysis through discussion and independent assignm
In addition, students experience using a variety of writing modes such as personal narratives with reflecti
informative/explanatory essays, persuasive essays, literacy responses and business letters. While engaged
writing process, students utilize complex sentences, refine knowledge of tenses, pronouns, and sentence stru
The study of phrases, direct objects and subject/verb agreement are emphasized while utilizing the six analy
writing traits.

Mathematics

The sixth-grade curriculum is geared toward computation and estimation in all operations with whole nur
bers, fractions and decimals using correct order of operations. Emphasis is placed on ordering, adding, and
tracting integers, solving algebraic equations, and reading and writing numbers with exponents. The use of fori
las to find perimeter, area, volume and circumference is stressed. Writing ratios, solving proportions, and relat
percents, decimals and fractions are incorporated in the curriculum.

Social Studies

Ancient cultures is the topic stressed in the sixth-grade curriculum. Emphasis is placed on identifying hc
early people interacted with the environment and how social and economic life of ancient cultures in Africa, A
and the Americas developed. Students define culture contact and identify the exchange of goods, knowledge
technology while learning about the effects the trade routes had on early civilizations. In addition, students le
about our economic system of free enterprise. Throughout the course of study, map and globe skills are utili:

Science

Major topics for exploration in the sixth-grade curriculum include: populations and ecosystems; the nature
matter; forces and motion; oceanography. Throughout the course, emphasis is placed on the scientific met
attention to safety, using the tools of science and measurements. In addition, students participate in a simulatic
a space shuttle mission in conjunction with the study of forces and motion. The hands-on, process approac
science is stressed to enhance science content.

Information Technology |

Today'’s students need to learn to live and work in a world where information is growing at a phenomenal ra
The Information Technology course involves students in activities that develop effective communication and t
dynamic exploration of information. This course fosters problem-solving, self-confidence, and teamwork to cr
ate self-directed learners who can understand and assess the impact of information technology. Students
manage, and work with a variety of technologies and media that will empower them to become productive, te
nologically literate members of society. Keyboarding instruction, computer applications, simulations, and co
tent-related activities are utilized to implement this curriculum.
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Family and Consumer Sciences
The sixth-grade course addresses the issues of food safety, consumer decision-making, and child develop
through the following areas of study:

Financial and Resource Management
Balancing Family, Career, and Community
Food Science, Dietetics, and Nutrition
Child Care and Development

Technology Education

Students participate in technology education in grades 6, 7 and 8. They are scheduled for one marking pe
as part of their exploratory cycle and circulate through three laboratories. The three laboratories that they
introduced to are — communications, power/transportation and manufacturing/construction.

Health/Safety/Physical Education

The sixth-grade program deals with major topics of human growth and development, the endocrine and r
vous system, and the wellness/health triangle. Students analyze the connections and relationships of phy
health, mental health, and social health to overall wellness. HIV/AIDS and other life-threatening and commui
cable diseases are studied, along with drug and alcohol prevention. Students take part in fithess testing anc
variety of athletic and rhythmical activities to increase coordination, strength, and flexibility.

The Visual Arts

The sixth-grade program sets a foundation for technical aspects of art production as well as an introductiol
the study of art history, art criticism, and aesthetics. Emphasis is also given to expression of self and life-Ic
learning experiences.

General Music

The 8" grade General Music class is an extension of the curriculum and skills taughgrimd®. The
emphasis of the course is on music making through composition and performance. Students study rhythm, mel
and the blues to gain greater insight into compositional devices (including instruction in music notation softwa
and the blues to gain greater insight into compositional devices (including instruction in music notation softwau
and performance skills. General Music meets daily for 1 marking period.

Performing Music Selection '"&rade
**Students in & Grade may take a Performing Music clas$ieu of General Music. The Performing
Music options are Chorus, Band, or Orchestra, or a combination of these classes. Chorus, Band, and Orch
meet daily for two marking periods (MP2 and MP5) and students are required to remain in the class for b
marking periods. In addition, after-school rehearsals will be held in preparation for concerts. Each teacher \
provide a rehearsal schedule at the beginning of MP2 and MP5.
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Chorus

6" Grade Chorus is a performance-oriented course designed to develop proper vocal techniques, te
concepts of choral singing, enhance knowledge of musical styles and terms, and improve music-reading abi
This class is open to any student regardless of singing ability or prior musical knowledgé'. Gradé Chorus
sings at 2 concerts per year as well as performing at school assemblies and various community events. CF
meets daily for two marking periods (MP2 and MP5). However, students who elect Chorus with Band or Orch
tra will have 3 days of vocal music and 3 days of either Band or Orchestra per 6-day cycle.

Orchestra

6" Grade Orchestra provides students with learning and performance opportunities on violin, viola, cel
and bass. The primary focus is on the development and expansion of basic skills learned in sixth grade orche
which is necessary for effective instrumental music performance. In addition to playing'iriateelé Orchestra,
individual growth and achievement are encouraged through participation in Honors Orchestra, PMEA Festiv
and private lessons.

Topics/skills covered include:

» Tone Development and Bowing Technique

» Counting, timing, and rhythmic development

* Reading and notation skills, including sight reading

* Introduction of Scales

* Simple Music Theory

» Development of an extensive vocabulary of musical terms and symbols
» Ear training and listening skills

» Equipment care and maintenance

» Effective practice habits

Students in the'Grade Orchestra will perform in at least two concerts per year.

Band

6" Grade Band is an advanced playing ensemble, providing students with learning and performance opy
tunities on woodwind, brass, and percussion instruments. The primary focus is on the development, continuat
and expansion of basic skills learned in the sixth grade band, which is necessary for effective instrumental mt
performance. In addition to continued refinement of individual performance skills, greater emphasis is placed
ensemble performance skills. Students will continue to develop their knowledge of music theory, begin to anal
and evaluate music, and use critical thinking skills to make refinements in their performance. In addition
playing in the 8 Grade Band, individual growth and achievement are encouraged through participation in Ja:
Band, Wind Ensemble, PMEA Festivals and private lessons.
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Topics/skills covered include:

» Embouchure and Tone development

» Counting, timing, and rhythmic development

* Reading and notation skills, including sight reading

* Introduction of Scales

» Simple Music Theory

» Development of an extensive vocabulary of musical terms and symbols
» Ear training and listening skills

» Equipment care and maintenance

» Effective practice habits

Students in the'®Grade Band will perform at least two concerts each year.

Reading Preparation — 1 rating period

The Reading Preparation class is designed to help students strengthen their skills in all reading areas
have been identified by the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) and Study Island Benchn
Assessment data. Online reading programs directly linked to the Pennsylvania State Standards in reading, d
teacher instruction, and additional hard-copy resources will be used to address each student’s particular are.
concern.

Math Preparation — 1 rating period

The Mathematics Preparation class is designed to help students strengthen their skills in all math areas
have been identified by the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) and Study Island Benchr
Assessment data. Online mathematics programs directly linked to the Pennsylvania State Standards in n
direct teacher instruction, and additional hard-copy resources will be used to address each student’s partic
areas of concern.

14



Parkland Middle Schools
Course Descriptions
7" Grade

Language Arts

The seventh-grade curriculum is centered around an extensive study of grammar, grammatical constructic
and their carry-over into units of literature and composition. In order to develop an appreciation and an unc
standing for the various types of literature, the course introduces the student to the short story, the novel, anc
similarities between the two. The art of composition, especially the development of the paragraph and
multiparagraph essay within the modes of narrative, informational, and persuasive writing is an area of focus. °
study of vocabulary is presented through a vocabulary textbook.

Language Arts Gifted/High Potential

The seventh-grade Language Arts G/HP program is designed to be more challenging than the regular prog!
The seventh-grade G/HP program uses the regular program as a foundation; however, the G/HP program is di
ent in some of the content, resources, processes and products of the course. Increases in the rate and mas
learning as well as additional amounts of work will be expected. Students will also be expected to assume
responsibility for independent learning and decision making.

Some examples of differentiation include an increased amount of writing, reading novels and short stories
require higher level analysis, outside readings with group or individual reports to class, emphasis on oral exp
sion and metacognition, independent learning of some vocabulary concepts, and submission of a long-term pro

Pre-Algebra A

The emphasis of the pre-algebra A course will be the exploration of algebraic concepts and processes so
students can understand the concepts of variable, expression, and equation. The topics and activities correlate
the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) and the Pennsylvania Standards for mathematics
middle school students. This course creates a bridge between the concrete curriculum of mathematics ant
more formal curriculum of algebra over a two-year period. Topics covered in pre-algebra A curriculum are Va
ables and Expressions, Integers and Exponents, Rational Numbers, Graphing Coordinates and Linear Equat
Data Analysis and Geometry.

Pre-Algebra

The emphasis of the pre-algebra course will be the exploration of algebraic concepts and processes so
students can understand the concepts of variable, expression, and equation. The topics and activities correlate
the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) and the Pennsylvania Standards for mathematics
middle school students. This course creates a bridge between the concrete curriculum of mathematics ant
more formal curriculum of algebra.

Algebra 1

Algebra 1 deals with developing the algebra of real numbers. The student is introduced to a vocabulary
algebraic terms and such basic concepts as variables, equation, inequality, solution set, and graphs. Student
learn the properties of equality and inequality and the properties of the various operations with the number:
arithmetic. Other topics covered in this course are as follows: graphing of linear equations, systems of equa
and laws of exponents and radicals.
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Science

The seventh grade general science program blends content and process while aligning with the Pennsylv
Academic Standards for Science, Technology, Environment and Ecology for middle level. Core compone
include strands in the physical, life, earth and environmental sciences. Emphasis is on students doing the wol
scientists by using laboratory experiences and by discussing current impacts of science and society. Activi
may be differentiated to accommodate the various needs of students.

Science Gifted/High Potential

The seventh grade gifted/high potential (GHP) program includes all of the major components of the seventh gr
general science curriculum. However, the laboratory experiences are expanded to include more experime
design, develop accurate conclusions, and apply research techniques. Varied assessments, which emphasize
application and problem solving techniques may be utilized to assess each student’s mastery of the conc
studied. A science fair project that includes independent research and a display board is required.

Social Studies

This course connects with the social studies course taught in 6th grade. Students will continue their stud
ancient civilizations. The study will be expanded to provide a greater awareness of cultures throughout the we
and how these civilizations have become the foundation of many of the modern cultures. There will be an emf
sis on the development of Europe and Russia up to the age of exploration. This social studies course will integ
the study of world history and geography and include, where appropriate, the integration of economics and g
ernment.

Social Studies Gifted/High Potential

This course connects with the social studies course taught in 6th grade as students continue their stud
ancient civilizations. It is designed to be more challenging than the regular program. The study of world histc
and geography will be integrated and include, where appropriate, the integration of economics and governm
The same major units will be studied, but the approach to and assessment of the topics will include an emphas
the higher level thinking skills. A historical research project is a requirement of the course. The historical resea
will be conducted using secondary and when available, primary sources.

Information Technology

Information Technology is a full year course, which meets three class periods per 6-day cycle. Itis a labo
tory-oriented course designed to review basic word processing skills and teach advanced word processing apy.
tions. In addition, students learn Internet use, desktop publishing, and how to create and deliver presentati
Classroom projects foster critical thinking, reading, organization, teamwork, presentation and other typical wol
place skills. Projects from other curriculum areas may be integrated with Information Technology throughout t
year. Seventh grade projects are more challenging than sixth grade projects, often requiring students to utili
variety of software.

Introduction to World Languages

This course introduces students to the language and culture of French, German and Spanish speaking c
tries. The IWL course is divided into three twelve-week periods. The intent of the course is two-fold. Studer
explore the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing as well as the culture of each target language.
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Family and Consumer Sciences

The focus of each of the three areas of FCS is to teach technical and social skills using practical hands
classroom organization. The food technology and nutrition unit addresses managing food supply resources, choc
to explore two main topics, USDA Dietary Guidelines and Breakfast, with classroom and laboratory experienc
The consumer resources unit discusses textiles and fabrics, provides an opportunity to construct a fabric pro
and explores career opportunities. Family science explores the interrelationships of the family life cycle.

Technology Education

Students are scheduled for technology education during one marking period as part of their exploratory cy
and circulate through three laboratories — communications, power/transportation and manufacturing/construct
The approach of technology education is to have students involved in activities that develop skills of teamwao
problem solving, research and career exploration.

Health/Safety/Physical Education

The course encompasses the study of the skeletal, muscular, circulatory, and respiratory systems of the k
In addition to learning the basics of anatomy and physiology, students explore the care and prevention of comt
problems and diseases related to each system. Drug and alcohol prevention topics are addressed. Studen
part in fitness testing and in anaerobic and aerobic activities to increase coordination, strength, and flexibility.

The Visual Arts

A large number of media is explored to provide a broad range of experiences in developing awareness of
diversity of the fine arts and crafts. Experiences may include drawing, painting, printmaking, textiles, clay, a
sculpture. Students are involved in creating art, learning how to appreciate it and respond to it, learning abo
place or culture in time, and making judgements about what constitutes quality in art.

General Music

The 7" grade General Music class is an extension of the curriculum and skills tau§hgradé. The
emphasis of the course is on music making through composition and performance. Students study rhythm, mel
and the blues to gain greater insight into compositional devices (including instruction in music notation softwa
and the blues to gain greater insight into compositional devices (including instruction in music notation softwal
and performance skills. General Music meets daily for 1 marking period.

Performing Music Selection t"Grade
**Students in T Grade may take a Performing Music clas$ieu of General Music. The Performing
Music options are Chorus, Band, or Orchestra, or a combination of these classes. Chorus, Band, and Orch
meet daily for two marking periods (MP2 and MP5) and students are required to remain in the class for b
marking periods. In addition, after-school rehearsals will be held in preparation for concerts. Each teacher \
provide a rehearsal schedule at the beginning of MP2 and MP5.
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Chorus

7" Grade Chorus is a performance-oriented course designed to develop proper vocal techniques, te
concepts of choral singing, enhance knowledge of musical styles and terms, and improve music-reading abi
This class is open to any student regardless of singing ability or prior musical knowledgé'. Gradef Chorus
sings at 2 concerts per year as well as performing at school assemblies and various community events. CF
meets daily for two marking periods (MP2 and MP5). However, students who elect Chorus with Band or Orch
tra will have 3 days of vocal music and 3 days of either Band or Orchestra per 6-day cycle.

Orchestra

7" and 8 Grade Orchestra provides students with learning and performance opportunities on violin, viol;
cello and bass. The primary focus is on the development and expansion of basic skills learned in sixth gr
orchestra, which is necessary for effective instrumental music performance. In addition to playin§ in8he 7
Grade Orchestra, individual growth and achievement are encouraged through participation in Honors Orches
PMEA Festivals and private lessons.

Topics/skills covered include:

» Tone Development and Bowing Technique

» Counting, timing, and rhythmic development

* Reading and notation skills, including sight reading

* Introduction of Scales

* Simple Music Theory

» Development of an extensive vocabulary of musical terms and symbols
» Ear training and listening skills

» Equipment care and maintenance

» Effective practice habits

Students in the'7— 8" Grade Orchestra will perform in at least two concerts per year.

Band

7" and & Grade Band is an advanced playing ensemble, providing students with learning and performar
opportunities on woodwind, brass, and percussion instruments. The primary focus is on the development, c
tinuation, and expansion of basic skills learned in the sixth grade band, which is necessary for effective instrum
tal music performance. In addition to continued refinement of individual performance skills, greater emphasis
placed on ensemble performance skills. Students will continue to develop their knowledge of music theory, be
to analyze and evaluate music, and use critical thinking skills to make refinements in their performance.
addition to playing in the'7— 8" Grade Band, individual growth and achievement are encouraged through partici
pation in Jazz Band, Wind Ensemble, PMEA Festivals and private lessons.
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Topics/skills covered include:

» Embouchure and Tone development

» Counting, timing, and rhythmic development

* Reading and notation skills, including sight reading

* Introduction of Scales

» Simple Music Theory

» Development of an extensive vocabulary of musical terms and symbols
» Ear training and listening skills

» Equipment care and maintenance

» Effective practice habits

Students in the'7—8" Grade Band will perform at least two concerts each year.

Reading Preparation rating period

The Reading Preparation class is designed to help students strengthen their skills in all reading areas
have been identified by the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) and Study Island Benchn
Assessment data. Online reading programs directly linked to the Pennsylvania State Standards in reading, d
teacher instruction, and additional hard-copy resources will be used to address each student’s particular are:
concern.

Math Preparation 1 rating period

The Mathematics Preparation class is designed to help students strengthen their skills in all math areas
have been identified by the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) and Study Island Benchn
Assessment data. Online mathematics programs directly linked to the Pennsylvania State Standards in n
direct teacher instruction, and additional hard-copy resources will be used to address each student’s partic
areas of concern.
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Parkland Middle Schools
Course Descriptions
8" Grade

Language Arts

The eighth grade Language Arts program provides students with opportunities and resources to develop the skills
listening, speaking, reading and writing to enable students to participate as informed, literate members of societgn Instruc
provides the students with the necessary skills to write various types of paragraphs and develop an appreciation fgr the wri
techniques applied within sound pieces of literature. Strategies involve patterns and procedures for students to meet su
utilizing the writing process to produce varied types of writing. Instruction advocates techniques for analyzing litedature, a
multiple opportunities for practice are encouraged.

Language Arts Gifted/High Potential

The G/HP eighth grade Language Arts program provides opportunities for students to interpret and to analyze literat
including short stories, poetry, novels, and drama. This course encourages students to think independently, solve probl
master oral and written communication skills, and utilize correct grammar and punctuation on all written products. Stude
will utilize the writing process to produce multi-paragraph products and master skills required for description, narration, a
persuasion. A firm, basic understanding of thgrade communication skills is necessary before considering the selection of
this course. Demonstrating proficiency of concepts at a self-motivated and accelerated pace provides the framework
classroom activity. Mastery and cumulative learning within a variety of activities ranging from concrete/specific to randor
abstract offers a challenge for students within this course.

Language Arts Seminar
Prerequisite: Recommendation from administration, counseling staff"ayrdde Language Arts teacher.

This course is designed for eighth grade students who wish to improve their reading and writing skills in an intensive sn
group setting. It focuses on reading apprenticeship via individual student comprehension. Students will learn to support t
understanding of a range of literature by developing reading strategies to construct oral and written meaning. They will r
developmentally appropriate texts of all types and write sentences that develop into paragraphs and essays in the informs
argumentative, and narrative modes of writing. The Domain Scoring Rubric used on the PSSA writing tests will be introduc
Students will be given the opportunity to spend an additional class period on Language Arts material. This course is take
place of French, German, or Spanish.

Pre-Algebra B

The emphasis of the pre-algebra B course will be the exploration of algebraic concepts and processes so that student
understand the concepts of variables, expressions, and equations. The topics and activities correlate with the Natlonal Co
of Teachers of Mathematics (NCTM) and the Pennsylvania Standards for Mathematics for middle school students. T
course creates a bridge between the concrete curriculum of mathematics and the more formal curriculum of algebra ov
two-year period. Topics covered in the pre-algebra B curriculum include integers, properties of exponents, positive ¢
negative rational numbers, real numbers, graphing linear equations using the slope of a line, square roots, the Pythagc
Theorem, proportions, percents, probability, and geometry. Pre-Algebra B is the second course of a two-year seque
course of study.

Algebra |

Algebra | deals with developing the algebra of real numbers. The student is introduced to a vocabulary
algebraic terms, and the basic concepts of variable, equation, inequality, and graph. Students learn strategie
operating with polynomials, solving linear equations and inequalities, and graphing linear functions. The laws
exponents and radicals are also components of this course.
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Algebra Il

Algebra Il continues developing the algebra of the real numbers and expands to complex number arithme
Students review Algebra | concepts, but in more depth and detail. A major focus of this course is quadre
eqguations and functions. Other topics include systems of equations and rational expressions. Emphasis is pl
on alternative strategies for problem solving.

Science

The eighth grade general science program will build upon prior scientific investigations and prepare the s
dents for future science coursework. The program is aligned with the Pennsylvania Academic Standards
Science, Technology, Environment and Ecology for middle level. Core components include strands in the phy
cal, life, earth, and environmental sciences. “Hands-on” activities, projects and presentations are utilized to
mote student understanding. Activities may be differentiated to accommodate the various needs of students.

Science Gifted/High Potential

The eighth grade gifted/high potential (GHP) program includes all of the major components of the eigh
grade general science curriculum. However, the laboratory experiences are expanded to include more experir
tal design, develop accurate conclusions, and apply research techniques. Varied assessments, which empt
topic application and problem solving techniques, may be utilized to assess each student’'s mastery of the conc
studied. A science fair project that includes independent research, a formal lab report, and a display boar
required.

Social Studies

The purpose of the Civics and Social Politics course is to present the students with a basic understanding o
American political and legal system, as well as the possible causes and effects of major social problems in the
These social problems consist of crime and the courts, the juvenile justice system and consumer protection.

Social Studies Gifted/High Potential

The major units of the regular Civics and Social Politics course are studied. Each student will be required tao
a History Day research project and/or present an oral report, as well as prepare and participate in a mock 1
Students will also be required to select and research a controversial topic and participate in a classroom de
Student research will include the use of secondary, and when available, primary sources. Testing will empha
higher level thinking skills and include more essay questions.

French 1

The objective of French 1 is to begin development of the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writin
Students are introduced to the target language, culture and civilization through the use of a fully integrated t¢
book/workbook/video program. Supplemental materials enhance the textbook instruction. Assessment is at
oral and written.

German 1

Emphasis is placed on communicative competence in the target language. The vocabulary used is chose
its usefulness and frequency of occurrence in everyday speech. Grammar study is limited to basic concepts
structures. Students are introduced to German culture through videos. Listening comprehension is strengthe
through the use of tapes, which accompany the text. Writing is introduced through the use of the textbook e:
cises and homework assignments. Assessment is written and oral.

Spanish 1

The emphasis in this course is directed toward the four basic language skills: listening, speaking, reading,
writing. The target language is spoken in the classroom to develop comprehension and conversation. These
skills are reinforced through the use of audio, video and computer technology. Reading and writing are develo
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through written exercises and cultural readings. Basic grammar and vocabulary are taught in the course. Supj
mentary materials are used to reinforce grammatical understanding and enhance aural/oral performance. Tr:
tional and alternative assessments are used to evaluate student performance.

Language Extensions

The eighth grade Language Extensions course is designed to improve students’ appreciation for, and prc
ciency in, reading, writing, listening, speaking, and thinking. This course is taken in place of French, German,
Spanish I. These important components will be developed through the students’ classroom participation using
variety of literature, vocabulary, and classroom discussions. This course will complement the eighth grade ct
riculum by providing the students with reading strategies to utilize in other subject areas. Finally, students wi
develop higher-level thinking skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking while developing a greater appre
ciation of themselves as active learners.

Information Technology

Information Technology is a full year laboratory-oriented course, which meets three class periods per 6-d:
cycle. Classroom projects foster critical thinking, reading, organization, teamwork, presentation and other typic
workplace skills. Projects from other curriculum areas may be integrated with Information Technology through
out the year. Eighth grade projects require students to analyze problems, devise appropriate action plans, ju
best solutions, and develop projects that reflect their creativity, individuality, use of appropriate software an
quality work.

Family and Consumer Sciences

The mission of each of the three areas of FCS is to strengthen individuals for lifelong participation in home
community, and society by teaching technical and social skills in a practical application classroom. The foc
technology and nutrition unit promotes nutrition and wellness by continuing to explore the USDA Guidelines an
by introducing bacterial control in food preparation as part of the classroom and laboratory experiences. Ca
sumer resource lessons explore housing and design by completing a house plan and a craft project. Family scie
introduces principles of decision-making in money management.

Technology Education

Students are scheduled for technology education during one marking period as part of their exploratory cyc
and circulate through three laboratories — communications, power/transportation and manufacturing/materia
The approach of technology education is to have students involved in activities that develop skills of teamwor
problem solving, research and design and career exploration.

Health/Safety/Physical Education

The eighth grade program includes units on the digestive, endocrine, and reproductive systems. Contem,
rary health issues such as substance use and abuse and eating disorders are discussed in the context of eacl
system. Students take part in fitness testing and in a variety of anaerobic and aerobic activities to increase coc
nation, strength, and flexibility.

The Visual Arts

The eighth grade program is an extension and refinement of the previous grade level. More in-depth expe
ences are provided to heighten the awareness of the diversity of the fine arts and crafts. In addition, a strc
emphasis is placed on the career opportunities in the field of visual arts.
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Performing Music

Students in 8Grade may take a Performing Music claseu of General Music. The Performing Music
options are Chorus, Band, or Orchestra, or a combination of these classes. Chorus, Band, and Orchestra meet
for two marking periods (MP2 and MP5) and students are required to remain in the class for both marking peric
In addition, after-school rehearsals will be held in preparation for concerts. Each teacher will provide a reheal
schedule at the beginning of MP2 and MP5.
Band

Seventh and Eighth Grade Band is an advanced playing ensemble, providing students with learning
performance opportunities on woodwind, brass, and percussion instruments. The primary focus is on the deve
ment, continuation, and expansion of basic skills learned in the sixth grade band, which is necessary for effec
instrumental music performance. In addition to continued refinement of individual performance skills, great
emphasis is placed on ensemble performance skills. Students will continue to develop their knowledge of mt
theory, begin to analyze and evaluate music, and use critical thinking skills to make refinements in their perf
mance. In addition to playing in thé& # 8" Grade Band, individual growth and achievement are encouraged
through participation in Jazz Band, Wind Ensemble, PMEA Festivals and private lessons.

Topics/skills covered include:

» Embouchure and Tone development

» Counting, timing, and rhythmic development

* Reading and notation skills, including sight reading

* Introduction of Scales

» Simple Music Theory

» Development of an extensive vocabulary of musical terms and symbols
» Ear training and listening skills

» Equipment care and maintenance

» Effective practice habits

Students in the'7—8" Grade Band will perform at least two concerts each year.

Chorus

The 8 Grade Chorus is a performance-oriented course designed to develop proper vocal techniques, te
concepts of choral singing, enhance knowledge of musical styles and terms, and improve music-reading abi
This class is open to any student regardless of singing ability or prior musical knowledgé. Gradeé& Chorus
sings at 2 concerts per year as well as performing at school assemblies and various community events. CF
meets daily for two marking periods (MP2 and MP5). However, students who elect Chorus with Band or
Orchestra will have 3 days of vocal music and 3 days of either Band or Orchestra per 6-day cycle.

Orchestra

7" and 8 Grade Orchestra provides students with learning and performance opportunities on violin, viol;
cello and bass. The primary focus is on the development and expansion of basic skills learned in sixth gr
orchestra, which is necessary for effective instrumental music performance. In addition to playing in&he 7
Grade Orchestra, individual growth and achievement are encouraged through participation in Honors Orches
PMEA Festivals and private lessons.
Topics/skills covered include:

» Tone Development and Bowing Technique
» Counting, timing, and rhythmic development
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* Reading and notation skills, including sight reading

* Introduction of Scales

» Simple Music Theory

» Development of an extensive vocabulary of musical terms and symbols
» Ear training and listening skills

» Equipment care and maintenance

» Effective practice habits

Students in the'7— 8" Grade Orchestra will perform in at least two concerts per year.

Reading Preparation — 1 rating period

The Reading Preparation class is designed to help students strengthen their skills in all reading areas
have been identified by the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) and Study Island Benchn
Assessment data. Online reading programs directly linked to the Pennsylvania State Standards in reading, d
teacher instruction, and additional hard-copy resources will be used to address each student’s particular are
concern.

Math Preparation — 1 rating period

The Mathematics Preparation class is designed to help students strengthen their skills in all math areas
have been identified by the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA) and Study Island Benchn
Assessment data. Online mathematics programs directly linked to the Pennsylvania State Standards in n
direct teacher instruction, and additional hard-copy resources will be used to address each student’s partic
areas of concern.
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PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
PROGRAMS

. HOMEWORK (Adopted March 19, 2002) (Revised September 26, 2006)

a. Purpose
Purpose Parkland School District believes that homework is an essential and integral part of every studer
total educational program. Through homework, classroom instruction is reinforced; high expectations are
supported; students are motivated toward self-direction; and the relationship of school and home in the
learning process is strengthened. Accordingly, classroom teachers will require assigned homework, basec
upon the following objectives and guidelines which follow:

To serve as an extension of the learning process.

To reinforce skills taught through practical application.

To improve study skills and work habits.

To develop self-discipline and a sense of responsibility.

To enhance home-school communications by providing the parents/guardians with the opportunity to

monitor their child’s progress on a regular basis.

agrONE

b. Guidelines
Seconday-Level Teachers

1. Provide information to the students at the beginning of the course which will assist them in comple-
tion of independent study assignments and the importance homework will have on their understand
ing of the subject matter.

Inform students how homework will be used in the determination of their grades.

Make assignments clear, meaningful, relevant and without unnecessary repetition/busy-work.
Teach students the necessary skills to accomplish the assignment independently.

Consider the availability and accessibility of materials necessary to complete an assignment.

Keep in mind that students have other subject responsibilities and outside activities; therefore, assi
ments should require a reasonable length of time to complete.

7. Make assignments in such a manner as to discourage copying or plagiarizing.

8. Review or check homework assignments in an appropriate manner to assure that all understand th

assignment.

9. When necessary, provide small group assignments to meet the variety of students’ needs.
10. Homework should not be punitive.

ok wWN

HomeworkAssignments Parents/Guardians May Expect
Review -

1. Practicing the basic skills of reading and mathematics.

2. Solving problems similar to those studied in class.

3. Preparing for tests.

4. Reading to parents/guardians from library books or other materials used in class.
Development -
Using library, or home reference materials, and the internet to gather information for class discussic
Preparing a current events report in social studies, science or communications.
Summarizing a historical event, a story or a science procedure.
Collecting or classifying materials.
Constructing a model or doing an experiment.
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Independent Study -
1. Preparing a science research project.
2. Organizing a bibliography to be shared with other students.
3. Reading additional books about a topic introduced in class.
4. Completing worksheets assigned for class discussion.

Parent/Guardian Participation

While the student should assume the major responsibility for completing the homework assignment, parents/
guardians are encouraged to take an active interest in homework in the following ways:

Provide a definite time and suitable place for study activities.

Monitor the use of media and set an appropriate time limit.

Turn off the radio/stereo/television while your child is studying.

. Make resource information available by providing educational visits to museums, libraries, and othe

local sites of educational value.

5. Check your student’s work for neatness.

6. Read at the same time your child is studying; provide “study time” for the whole family.

7. Review schoolwork and class activities with your child everyday.

8. Set a limit to cocurricular/noncurricular activities when they interfere with studying time. Help your
child control the urge to be in everything.

. Support children during home study time by monitoring their actions, keeping them on task and
providing help when necessary.

10. Discuss homework assignments with the teacher when the student’s physical condition necessitat

HpowpnpE
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PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
PROGRAMS

I1. Interscholastic Athletics (Adopted March 19, 2002) (Revised January 22, 2008)

a. Purpose
The Board recognizes the value of a program of interscholastic athletics as an integral part of the total
school experience for all students of the district and to the community.

b. Definition
For purposes of this policy, the program of interscholastic athletics shall include all activities relating
to competitive or exhibition sport contests, games or events involving individual students or teams or
students when such events occur between schools within this district or outside this district.

c. Authority Title 22, Sec. 4.27, 34 CFR, Sec. 106.41 Pol. 103
It shall be the policy of the Board to offer opportunities for participation in interscholastic athletic
programs to male and female students on as equal a basis as is practicable and without discrimination
in accordance with law and regulations.

SC 511
The Board shall require that all facilities utilized, whether or not the property of this Board, properly
safeguard both players and spectators and are kept free from hazardous conditions.

SC 511
The Board shall determine the standards of eligibility to be met by all students participating in the
interscholastic program. Such standards shall require that each student, before participating in any
interscholastic activity, be covered by student accident insurance; be in good physical condition; be
free of injury and illness, as determined by the district physician.

The Board further adopts those eligibility standards set by the Constitution of the Pennsylvania Inter-
scholastic Athletic Association, and such standards shall be reviewed annually to ascertain that they
continue to be in conformity with the standards of this district.

Off-Campus Activities , Pol. 218

This policy shall also apply to student conduct that occurs off school property and would violate the
Code of Student Conduct if:

1. There is a nexus between the proximity or timing of the conduct in relation to the student’s
attendance at school or school-sponsored activities.

2. The student is a member of an interscholastic team and has been notified that particular
off-campus conduct could result in exclusion from such activities.

3. Student expression or conduct materially and substantially disrupts the operations of the
school, or the administration reasonably anticipates that the expression or conduct is likely to
materially and substantially disrupt the operations of the school.

27



4. The conduct has a direct nexus to attendance at school or a school-sponsored activity, such as
an agreement to complete a transaction outside of school that would violate the Code of Student
Conduct.

5. The conduct involves the theft or vandalism of school property.

5. Guidelines Participation Eligibility

To be eligible for interscholastic competition, a student must pursue a curriculum approved by the principal and
must maintain for the current semester or term a passing grade in at least four (4), one-hundred and twenty
(120) hour full credit subjects, or the equivalent, approved by the Pennsylvania Department of Education.
Evaluation of subject credits shall conform with the standards established by the Pennsylvania Department of
Education.

Title 22, Sec. 12.1, 12.4
The Superintendent shall ensure that interscholastic athletics are open to all eligible students and that all
students are fully informed of the opportunities available to them.

Parkland School District reserves the right to deny interscholastic athletics participation to any student under the
circumstances and conditions as outlined:

1. Upon a fair and reasonable evaluation of a student’s attitude, behavior, willingness to participate,
cooperation and attendance, the administration or a coach of a sport may deny a student participation in that
sport.

Pol. 218
2. As a result of serious or repeated infraction(s) or violations of school rules during an athletic activity
or while being transported to or from said activity, a student may be denied participation by an administrator.

3. Students are not permitted to participate in interscholastic athletics while excluded from school.

Pol. 204
4. A student who is absent from school may not participate in an interscholastic activity on that date,
unless prior approval has been granted by the building administrator.

Eligibility of 7th And 8th Grade Students

The Parkland School District offers interscholastic athletic opportunities for students in grades seven (7) and
eight (8). Sixth grade students are not eligible to participate. In accordance with PI.A.A. by-laws, students in
grades seven (7) and eight (8) may not practice or compete on high school interscholastic varsity or junior
varsity teams. Athletically advanced eighth grade students, with administrative approval, may participate in
freshman-level programs. All students participating in interscholastic athletics (grades 7-12) prior to participa-
tion, must submit parental permission and evidence of a physical examination by a licensed doctor of medicine
or osteopathy. The school will provide the appropriate form for parental and physician signatures.

28



PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
POLICIES

Attendance (Adopted September 17, 2002) (Revised March 25, 2008 )

1. Purpose SC 1301, 1326, 1327, Title 22, Sec. 11.12, 11.41, 12.1, Pol. 200

The Board requires that school age students enrolled in district schools attend school, regularly, in accordance
with state laws. The educational program offered by the district is predicated upon the presence of the student
and requires continuity of instruction and classroom participation in order for students to achieve academic ,
standards and consistent educational progress.

2. Authority SC 1327, 1329, 1330, Title 22, Sec. 11.23, 11.25, 12.1

Attendance shall be required of all students enrolled in district schools during the days and hours that the school
is in session, except that a principal or teacher may excuse a student for temporary absences when receiving
satisfactory evidence of mental, physical, or other urgent reasons that may reasonably cause the student’s
absence. Urgent reasons shall be strictly construed and do not permit irregular attendance.

Title 22, Sec 11.21
All absences occasioned by observance of the student’s religion on a day approved by the Board as a religious
holiday shall be excused. A penalty shall not be attached to an absence for a religious holiday.

SC 1546, Title 22, Sec. 11.21

The Board shall, upon written request of the parents/guardians, release from attendance a student participating
in a religious instruction program acknowledged by the Board. Such instruction shall not require the child’s
absence from school for more than thirty-six (36) hours per school year, and its organizers must inform the
Board of the child’s attendance record. The Board shall not provide transportation to religious instruction. A
penalty shall not be attached to an absence for religious instruction.

SC 1327, Title 22, Sec. 11.8, 11.22, 11.23, 11.28, Pol. 115, 116, 117, 118

Attendance need not always be within the school facilities, a student will be considered to be in attendance if
present at any place where school is in session as approved by the Board; the student is receiving approved
tutorial instruction or health or therapeutic services; the student is engaged in an approved and properly super-
vised independent study, work-study or career education program; the student is receiving approved homebound
instruction.

SC 1329, 1330, Title 22, Sec. 11.34

On certification by a physician or submission of other satisfactory evidence and on approval of the Department
of Education, students who are unable to attend school or apply themselves to study for mental, physical or
other reasons that preclude regular attendance shall be excused by the Board.

SC 1329, Title 22, Sec. 11.41
The Board shall permit a student to be excused for participation in a project sponsored by a statewide or
countywide 4-H, FFA or combined 4-H and FFA group upon written request prior to the event.
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3. Guidelines

Legal Absences

A student who is absent from school should return an absentee card to the administrative office of school within
three (3) school days of return to classes. Without notification, the absence should be considered unexcused/
illegal.

A student who is legally absent from school is entitled to make up work according to the following guidelines:

1. Make-up work is defined as that work which was assigned and/or covered in classes on the day(s) the
student was absent. This implies that all work assigned through the student’s last day of attendance is due
on the first day of the student’s return to classes.

2. All work assigned and/or covered during a student’s absence must be completed in a reasonable period
of time not to exceed two (2) days for each day of absence. Additional time to complete the work may be
allotted at the discretion of the classroom teacher.

3. Students excluded from school through suspension will retain the same make-up rights and responsibili-
ties as indicated in (1) and (2) above, but students will not be provided with formal classroom assignments
while on suspension.

4. In all cases, it shall be the responsibility of the student to approach the classroom teacher in order to
ascertain make-up assignments.

5. On days of absence, students may not sign in and out to attend specific classes.

Illegal Absences

A student who is truant (illegally absent from school) may not be permitted to make up work assigned and/or
covered during the period of illegal absence.

SC 1333, 1338, 1354, Title 22, Sec. 12.1, Pol. 218, 233
Additional penalties for illegal absence are as follows, at the discretion of the administrator in charge:

1. First day of truancy will result in assignment of two (2) after-school detentions.

2. Second day of truancy will result in assignment of one (1) Saturday detention.

3. Third day of truancy will result in assignment of three (3) Saturday detentions.

4. Fourth day of illegal/unexcused absence will result in the assignment of three (3)

in-school suspensions (ISS) and a referral to the magistrate (under seventeen (17) years of age). All
students who are under the age of seventeen (17), and therefore covered by the Pennsylvania Compulsory
School Attendance laws, require the filing of truancy charges under Act 29 of 1995 before a Magistrate or
District Justice. This act provides for penalties to be levied on truant students and/or their parent(s)/guardian(s).
The law now permits school officials to charge either the parent/guardian of the truant student, the truant stu-
dent him/herself, or both. The law also provides for fines up to $300.00 and subsequent costs. The ruling Dis-
trict Justice may also sentence parent(s)/guardian(s) found guilty to a special parenting program. When a stu-
dent is found guilty of truancy, s/he is subject to the same fines and costs and may also be remanded to an
adjudicated alternative educational program for a period of time to be determined by the ruling District Justice.
Act 29 also removes from the truant student his/her Pennsylvania motor vehicle driving privileges for ninety
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(90) days on the first offense and for six (6) months for each subsequent offense. Unlicensed truant students are
prohibited from applying for a learner’s permit for ninety (90) days on the first offense and for six (6) months
for all succeeding offenses after their 16th birthday.

5. Fifth and subsequent days of illegal/unexcused absence will result in a 3-10 day out-of-school suspen-
sion (OSS) and a referral to the magistrate (truancy-under seventeen (17) years of age).

Truancy Intervention

Recognizing that a student’s truant behavior is often symptomatic of a larger problem, administrators will utilize
the Parkland School District Truancy Intervention Program in dealing with problems of chronic truancy.

Unexcused Absences

All students who are seventeen (17) years of age or older shall be responsible for complying with the following
policy regarding their absences from school.

A student who is absent from school without an acceptable excuse will not be permitted to make up work
assigned and/or covered during that period of absence.

A student who accumulates ten (10) days of unexcused absence from school within one (1) school year will be
considered as failing to meet the requirements for promotion or graduation. As such, s/he will be required to

repeat the school year during which the ten (10) unexcused absences occurred.

In addition, penalties (1-5) listed above will be imposed when a student is absent from school without legal
excuse.

Physician’s Excuse Requirement

After ten (10) days of absence from school in any one (1) school term, a physician’s certificate of illness may be
required for any or all additional days of absence from the parent(s)/guardian(s) of a student. Any absence not
so certified by a physician’s certificate of illness may be declared unexcused/illegal, and all the penalties of this
policy shall be applicable.

Emergency Permits

From time to time, unusual circumstances may occur which require that a student be excused for a portion of a
school day, a full day or days. Teachers whose classes will be missed shall be apprised of the reason for the
absence, in advance. Emergency permits are issued, subject to approval by the principal or assistant principal.

Students who find themselves in an emergency situation are to follow the procedure to secure an emergency
permit, such as the one (1) that follows:

1. Apply in writing with a note signed by a parent/guardian at least one (1) day in advance to either the
principal or the assistant principal, with a full explanation of the nature of the request.

2. Upon receiving the emergency permit with the administrator’s signature, the student shall secure the
signatures of all teachers whose classes will be missed.

3. The emergency permit shall be returned to the issuing administrator before the student is scheduled to
be absent from classes.

4. When only a fraction of a day is involved, the student shall sign the attendance log

before leaving and upon returning.
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A student may be granted an emergency permit for the following reasons:

1. Illness in the immediate family.

2. Court appearances.

3. Funerals.

4. College visitation.

5. Graduation ceremonies of members of immediate family.

6. Dental and doctor’s appointments (students and parents/guardians are discouraged from scheduling
these appointments during school hours). Any indication of abuse, in regard to such appointments, will require
evidence of an appointment by way of a doctor’s/dentist’s appointment card.

Medical/Dental Appointments

Title 22, Sec. 11.23, 11.25

The Board will recognize other justifiable absences for part of the school day. These will include medical or
dental appointments.

Parents/Guardians are encouraged to schedule medical and dental appointments near the close of the school day
or outside of regular school hours.

Travel

Title 22, Sec. 11.26

A student may be excused from school to travel if the travel is of an educational nature. A written request for
approval of the travel must be submitted to the principal of the school by the parents or legal guardian prior to
the planned trip.

Work may be assigned for the student to complete during the time of absence from school.

Notification Of Parents/Guardians

A student who has run away from home and not returned to school shall be carried on the active roll for a
maximum of fifteen (15) days after the police have been notified. Such absence shall be classified as unexcused.

After a number of days of absence from school in any one (1) school term which is judged by the principal or
designee to be excessive, a physician’s certificate of illness may be required for additional days of absence,
from the parents/guardians of any student covered by the compulsory attendance law. Any absences not so
certified may be declared unexcused/illegal.

A form notice will be sent to the parents/guardians of any student adjudged to be abusing the regular attendance
responsibility of all public school students as set down in the state regulations.
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PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
POLICIES

Health Examinations ( Adopted September 17, 2002) ( Revised March 28, 2006)

a. Authority SC 1402, 1403
In compliance with the School Code, the Board shall require that students of this district submit to health and
dental examinations.

b. Guidelines SC 1402, 1407 Title 22 Sec. 7.13
Each student shall receive a comprehensive health examination upon original entry, while in sixth grade
and in eleventh grade. These examinations will be conducted by the school physician. A private examination
conducted at the parents’/guardians’ request and at their expense will be accepted in lieu of the school
examination.

SC 1403, 1407

Each student shall receive a comprehensive dental examination upon original entry, while in third grade
and in seventh grade and in other grades specified by the district. These parents’/guardians’ request and at
their expense will be accepted in lieu of the school examination.

The district will accept reports of privately conducted physical and dental examinations completed within
one (1) year prior to a student’s entry into the grade where an exam is required.

SC 1409
For each student transferring to the district schools, the Superintendent or designee shall request an adequate
health record from the transferring school.

SC 1402
Height and weight measurements and vision tests shall be performed annually for all students. Specific
screening tests may be administered to students in certain grades.

SC 1409 Pol. 216, 216.1
The individual student records of health examinations shall be maintained as a confidential record, subject to
statute and Board policies.

SC 1419, Title 28, Sec. 23.45

A student who presents a statement signed by the parent/guardian that a medical examination is contrary to
his/her religious beliefs shall be examined only when the Secretary of Health determines that the student
presents a substantial health menace to the health of other persons.

c. Delegation of Responsibility- SC 1402, 1406, Title 22, Sec. 7.13

Where it appears to school health officials or teachers that a child deviates from normal growth and develop-
ment or where school examinations reveal conditions requiring health or dental care, the parent/guardian of the
child shall be informed. When the parents/guardians inform the school of financial inability to provide an
examination, the school shall advise them of the availability of public assistance. Where no action is taken, the
school may conduct further examinations.
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SC 1405, Title 28, Sec. 23.2
Parents/Guardians of children who are to be examined shall be notified of such examinations. The notice
shall include the date and location of the examination and notice that the parent/guardian attends.

SC 1402
The Superintendent shall instruct all staff members to continually observe students for conditions that
indicate physical defect or disability and to report such conditions promptly to the school nurse.

SC 1406

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that notice is provided to all parents/ guardians regarding
the existence of and eligibility for the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP).
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PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
POLICIES

ITI. Administration Of Medications/ Treatment Guidelines ( Adopted Sept. 24, 2002)
(Revised February 26, 2008)

a. Purpose
The Board shall not be responsible for the diagnosis and treatment of student illness. The administration
of prescribed medication in accordance with the direction of a parent/guardian or family physician to a
student during school hours will be permitted only when failure to take such medicine would jeopardize
the health of the student or the student would not be able to attend school if the medicine were not made
available during school hours.

b. Definitions
For purposes of this policy, medication will refer to both prescription and non-prescription medication
and be defined as:
1. Prescription medication — medication requiring a written order for dispensing, signed by a licensed
prescriber.
2. Non-prescription medication — medications that may be obtained over the counter without a
prescription from a licensed prescriber.

In addition, licensed prescriber may refer to the following:

1. Physician — a person licensed to practice medicine in all of its branches including medical doctors
and doctors of osteopathy.

2. Dentist — a person licensed to practice dentistry in any of its branches.

3. Podiatrist — a person licensed to practice podiatry.

4. Certified Registered Nurse Practitioner — a person licensed to diagnose and treat medical condi-
tions.

c. Authority SC 510 Title 22 Sec. 12.41
Before any prescribed medication may be administered to any student during school hours, the Board
shall require the written permission of the licensed prescriber and the parent/guardian. Before any non-prescrip-
tion medication may be administered to any student during school hours,the Board shall require the written
permission of the parent/guardian. This shall give permission for administration and relieve the Board and its
employees of liability for administration of medication.

d. Guidelines

When an illness is serious enough to warrant the administration of medication, the parent/guardian
should attempt to administer the medication before or after school hours.

If it becomes necessary for a parent/guardian to send prescribed medication to school with a child, the
medication shall be sent in the original container and labeled with:

1. Child’s name

2. Name of medication.

3. Amount of medication to be administered.

4. Time medication is to be administered.
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It is the parent’s/guardian’s responsibility to assure an adequate supply of medication is in the Health Room.

1. Any changes in the dosage or time of administration of prescription medication require newforms com-
pleted by the licensed prescriber and the parent/guardian.

2. Any changes in the dosage or time of administration of non-prescription medication require new forms to
be completed by the parent/guardian and/or licensed prescriber.

3. Non-prescription medications may be given at the discretion of the school nurse.

4. If a child needs to have medication with him/her on any field trip, it is the parent’s/guardian’s responsibil-
ity to personally notify the school nurse so that arrangements can be made to comply with the parent’s/
guardian’s request.

Student Self-Administration

There are circumstances when a student may self-administer a medication when a licensed prescriber recom-
mends it.
To self-administer medication, the student must be able to:

1. Respond to and visually recognize his/her name.

2. Identify his/her medication.

3. Measure, pour and administer the prescribed amount.

4. Demonstrate a cooperative attitude in all aspects of self-administration.

e. Delegation of Responsibility
The Superintendent or designee shall develop procedures for the administration of medication.
Employees of the district, except for school nurses and/or licensed health room aides, are not trained to
administer medication to students.

The district recognizes that there are extenuating circumstances which make it necessary for certain students
to receive prescribed medication during the school day. Where these unusual circumstances exist, a certified
school nurse, or a registered nurse or a licensed practical nurse that is employed as a health room aide will
administer the medication, providing the parent/guardian has submitted the proper authorization form.

When the school nurse and/or licensed health room aide is unable to administer the prescribed medication,
the principal or principal’s designee will administer the medication as directed on the authorization form.

All district employees involved in administering medication shall receive appropriate training before per-
forming this responsibility.

The district shall inform all parents/guardians, students and staff about the policy and procedures governing
the administration of medications.

Treatment Guidelines
The purposes of the treatment guidelines are to:
1. Serve as a guide for all school personnel in aiding students with their health needs and health education.
2. Emphasize that the School Health Program is to detect and direct and not to treat disease.
3. Aid students in their medication and educate them to manage their environment.
4. Guide responsible persons in case of medical emergencies.
5. Orient personnel with health facilities when needed or requested.
6. Authorize the school nurse and/or licensed health room aide to administer medication as recommended by
the medical director.
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PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
POLICIES

Possession/Use Of Asthma Inhalers (Adopted October 25, 2005, Revised May 2008)

a. Authority
The Board shall permit students to possess asthma inhalers and to self-administer the prescribed medica-
tion used to treat asthma when such is parent-authorized by a licensed prescriber and parent/guardian.

SC 1414.1
Possession and use of asthma inhalers by students shall be in accordance with state
Law and Board Policy.

b. Definitions
Asthma inhaler shall mean a prescribed device used for self-administration of short-acting, metered
doses of prescribed medication to treat an acute asthma attack.

Self-administration shall mean a student’s use of medication in accordance with a prescription or written
instructions from a physician, certified registered nurse practitioner or physician assistant.

4. Guidelines SC 1414.1 Title 22 Sec. 7.13
Before a student may possess or use an asthma inhaler during school hours, the Board shall require the
following:
1. A written request from the parent/guardian that the school complies with the order of the
physician certified registered nurse practitioner or physician assistant.

2. A statement from the parent/guardian acknowledging that the school is not responsible for
ensuring the medication is taken and relieving the district and its employees of responsibility for
the benefits or consequences of the prescribed medicine.

3. A written statement from the physician, certified registered nurse practitioner or physician
assistant that states:

a. Name of student.

b. Name of the medication.

c. Prescribed dosage.

d. Times medication is to be taken.

e. Diagnosis or reason medication is needed, unless confidential.

f. Potential serious reaction or side effects of medication.

g. Emergency response.

h. If child is qualified and able to self-administer the medication.

The student shall be made aware that the asthma inhaler is intended for his/her use only and may not be shared
with other students.

The student shall notify the school nurse immediately following each use of an asthma inhaler.

Violations of this policy by a student shall result in immediate confiscation of the asthma inhaler and medica-
tion and loss of privileges.

37



PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
POLICIES

IV. Student Accident Insurance (Adopted Sept. 17, 2002, Revised March 2006)

a. Purpose
The Board recognizes the need for insurance coverage for unforeseen accidents that may occur to stuc
in the course of attendance at school or participation in the athletic and extracurricular programs of t
schools.

b. Authority - SC 511
The Board will maintain insurance coverage by a qualified insurer over and above the first responsibility
family coverage, at no cost to the student, for injury resulting from accidents sustained while participatit
in district athletic programs.

The Board will provide parents the opportunity to purchase insurance coverage, at no cost to the Board,
injury resulting from accidents sustained by students.

c. Delegation of Responsibility - School Code 511

The Superintendent or designee shall prepare specifications and secure suitable coverage from qual
insurance carriers for recommendation and Board consideration and approval.
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PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
POLICIES

V. Student Discipline (Adopted Sept. 17, 2002, Revised June 24, 2008)

a. Purpose
The Board acknowledges that conduct is closely related to learning. An effective educational progre
requires a safe and orderly school environment; and the effectiveness of the educational program is, in
reflected in the behavior of students and employees.

b. Definition- Title 22, Sec. 12.16
Corporal punishment - a form of physical discipline intended to cause pain and fear, in which a student is
spanked, paddled or hit on any part of the body with a hand or instruments.

c. Authority- SC 510 Title 22, Sec. 12.3, 12.4 Pol. 103
The Board shall establish fair, reasonable and nondiscriminatory rules and regulations regarding the c
duct of all students in the school district during the time they are under the supervision of the school or
any time while on school property, while present at school-sponsored activities, and while traveling to «
from school and school-sponsored activities.

Title 22 Sec. 12.3, 12.4, Pol. 103

The Board shall adopt a Code of Student Conduct to govern student discipline, and students shall no
subject to disciplinary action because of race, gender, color,religion, sexual orientation, national origin
handicap/disability.

Title 22 Sec. 12.2 Pol. 235
Each student must adhere to Board policies and the Code of Student Conduct governing student discipl

Pol. 122 123

Off-Campus Activities

This policy shall also apply to student conduct that occurs off school property and would violate the Co
of Student Conduct if:

1. There is a nexus between the proximity or timing of the conduct in relation to the student's attendance
school or school-sponsored activities.

2. The student is a member of a cocurricular/noncurricular activity and has been notified that particular o
campus conduct could result in exclusion from such activities.

3. Student expression or conduct materially and substantially disrupts the operations of the school, or
administration reasonably anticipates that the expression or conduct is likely to materially and substz
tially disrupt the operations of the school.

4. The conduct has a direct nexus to attendance at school or a school-sponsored activity, such as an a
ment made on school property to complete a transaction outside of school that would violate the Code
Student Conduct.

5. The conduct involves the theft or vandalism of school property.
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d. Guidelines
Pol. 233
Any student disciplined by a district employee shall have the right to notice of the infraction.
Suspensions and expulsions shall be carried out in accordance with Policy 233.

Corporal Punishment

Title 22, Sec. 12.5

The Board prohibits the use of corporal punishment to discipline students for violations ofthe distric
policies, rules or regulations.

The Board recognizes the importance of an orderly climate for learning. District staff and district progran
are focused on assisting students in the development of self- discipline. In those circumstances wh
discipline measures must be imposed on students, the district will utilize the actions enumerated in 1
Code of Student Conduct, but in no instance will corporal punishment be permissible.

No one should interpret these policy statements to mean that staff members may not or should not to
students. The appropriate use of physical contact to convey positive reinforcement or to direct the efforts
students is and always will be an effective tool for good educators.

Reasonable force may be used by staff members and school authorities under any of the followi
circumstances:

To quell a disturbance.

To obtain possession of weapons or other dangerous objects.
For the purpose of self-defense.

For the protection of persons or property.

HowpnpE

e. Delegation of Responsibility
The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that reasonable and necessary rules and regulations are
oped to implement Board policy governing student conduct.

Title 22 Sec. 12.3 Pol. 235

The Superintendent or designee shall publish and distribute to all staff, students and parents/guardians
rules and regulations for student behavior contained in the Code of Student Conduct the sanctions that |
be imposed for violations of those rules, and a listing of students' rights and responsibilities. A copy of tl
Code of Student Conduct shall be made available in each school library and school office and printed
student handbooks.

SC 1317, 1318
The building principal shall have the authority to assign discipline to students, subject to the policies, rul
and regulations of the Board and to the student's due process right to notice, hearing, and appeal.

Teaching staff and other district employees responsible for students shall have the authority to take rea:
able actions necessary to control the conduct of students in all situations and in all places where studs
are within the jurisdiction ofthis Board and when such conduct interferes with the educational program
the schools or threatens the health and safety of others

References:

School Code - 24 P.S. Sec. 510, 1317, 1318 No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 - 20 U.S.C. Sec. 7114

State board of Education Regulations - 22 PA Code Sec. 12.1 et seq., 403.1  Board Policy - 103, 122, 123, 233, 23"
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PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
POLICIES

VI. Weapons (Adopted Sept. 17, 2002)

a. Purpose
The Board recognizes the importance of a safe school environment relative to the educational proce
Possession of weapons in the school environment is a threat to the safety of students and staff an
prohibited by law.

b. Definitions
Weapon -the term shall include but not be limited to any knife, cutting instrument, cutting tool, nunchakt
stick, brass or metal knuckles, firearm, shotgun, rifle, bb or pellet gun, look-alike gun, chemical ager
explosive device, and/or any other tool, instrument or implement capable of inflicting serious bodily injury

Possessiona student is in possession of a weapon when the weapon is found on the person of the stud:
in the student’s locker; under the student’s control while on school property, on property being used by t
school, at any school function or activity, at any school event held away from the school; or while tr
student is coming to or from school.

c. Authority-SC 1317.2
The Board prohibits students from possessing and bringing weapons and replicas of weapons at any tinr
any school district building, on school property, at any school-sponsored activity, and in any publi
conveyance providing transportation to school or a school-sponsored activity.

SC 1317.2, Pol. 233

The school district shall expel for a period of not less than one (1) year any student who violates tl
weapons policy. Such expulsion shall be given in conformance with formal due process proceedin
required by law. The Superintendent may recommend discipline short of expulsion on a case-by-case b

The student may be legally prosecuted in addition to the district’s disciplinary action.

P.L. 91-230, 20 U.S.C., Sec. 1400 et seq
In the case of an exceptional student, the Superintendent shall take all necessary steps to comply witf
Individuals With Disabilities Act.

d. Delegation of Responsibility-SC 1317.2
The Superintendent or designee shall report the discovery of any weapon prohibited by this policy to t
student’s parents and to local law enforcement officials.

SC 1317.2
The Superintendent or designee shall report all incidents relating to expulsions for possession of a wea
on school grounds to the Department of Education.

SC 1303-A

The Superintendent or designee shall develop a memorandum of understanding with local Iz
enforcement officials that sets forth procedures to be followed when an incident occurs involving an act
violence or possession of a weapon by any person on school property.
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SC 1303-A
Acts of violence or possession of a weapon on school property in violation of this policy shall be reporte
to the Office for Safe Schools on the designated form once per year, as required.

Guidelines
Students, parents and staff shall be informed concerning this policy at least annually.

An exception to this policy may be made by the Superintendent, who shall prescribe special conditions
procedures to be followed.

Weapons under the control of law enforcement personnel are permitted.

Transfer Students

SC 1317.2

When the school district receives a student who transfers from a public or private school during
expulsion period for an offense involving a weapon, the district may assign that student to an alternati
assignment or may provide alternative education, provided the assignment does not exceed the expul
period.
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VII.

PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
POLICIES

Terroristic Threats/Acts (Adopted Sept. 17, 2002)

Purpose

The Board recognizes the danger that terroristic threats and acts by students presents to the safety
welfare of district students, staff and community. The Board acknowledges the need for an immediate &
effective response to a situation involving such a threat or act.

Definitions - 18 Pa. C.S.A., Sec.2706

Terroristic threat - shall mean a threat to commit violence communicated with the intent to terrorize ¢
other; to cause evacuation of a building;. or to cause serious public inconvenience, in reckless disregar
the risk of causing such terror or inconvenience.

18 Pa. C.S.A., Sec. 3301-4101, See.2301-3201
Terroristic act - shall mean an offense against property or involving danger to another person.

Authority
The Board prohibits any district student from communicating terroristic threats or committing terroristi
acts directed at any student, employee, Board member, community member or school building.

Delegation of Responsibili ty
The Board directs the Superintendent to react promptly and appropriately to information and knowled
concerning a possible or actual terroristic threat or act.

The Superintendent or designee shall be responsible for developing administrative procedures
implement this policy.

Title 22, Sec. 12.2
Staff members and students shall be responsible for informing the building principal regarding ar
information or knowledge relevant to a possible or actual terroristic threat or act.

The building principal shall immediately inform the Superintendent after receiving a report of such a thre
or act.

Guidelines
When an administrator has evidence that a student has made a terroristic threat or committed a terrori
act, the following guidelines shall be applied:

Pol. 233

The building principal may immediately suspend the student.

The building principal shall promptly report the incident to the Superintendent.

Based on further investigation, the Superintendent may report the student to law enforcement officia
The building principal may inform any person directly referenced or affected by a terroristic threa
The Superintendent may recommend expulsion of the student to the Board.

ok whpE

If a student is expelled for making terroristic threats or committing terroristic acts, the Board may requir
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prior to readmission, that the student provide competent and credible evidence that the student d
not pose a risk of harm to others.

20 U.S.C., Sec. 1400 et seq
In the case of exceptional students, the district will take all steps necessary to comply with the Individu:
with Disabilities Education Act and follow Board policy.

Threats

The Parkland School District recognizes the importance and responsibility of providing an environme
safe from threatening and violent behavior. To this end, any student that makes threats oral
electronically, or in writing against any other member of the school community will be suspended fror
school for a minimum period often (10) days and may be required to have psychological or psychiatt
clearance prior to return.
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VIII.

PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
POLICIES

Dressing and Grooming (Adopted Sept. 17, 2002, Revised May 2008)

a. Authority-Title 22, Sec. 12.11

The Board recognizes that each student’s mode of dress and grooming is a manifestation of personal ¢
and individual preference. The Board will not interfere with the right of students and their parents to mal
decisions regarding their appearance, except when their choices disrupt the educational program of
schools or affect the health and safety of others.

SC 1317.3
The Board has the authority to impose limitations on students’ dress in school.

Delegation of Responsibility
The Board authorizes the building principals to enforce school regulations governing student dress &
grooming practices.

Title 22, Sec. 12.11
The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that all rules implementing this policy impose only t
minimum necessary restrictions on the exercise of the student’s taste and individuality.

Guidelines
The district does expect students to maintain the type of appearance which is not distracting to s
members or other students to the detriment of the educational process of the school.

Title 22, Sec. 12.11

When a student’s appearance is felt to be detrimental, a parent-administrator conference may be arran
Students may be required to wear certain types of clothing while participating in physical education class
shops, extra-curricular activities, or other situations where special attire may be required to ensure
health or safety of the student.
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PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
POLICIES

IX. Tobacco Use (Adopted Sept. 17, 2002)

a.

Purpose

Research from many sources has determined that tobacco use is hazardous to the health of the user at
non-user. The Surgeon General of the United States has issued warnings that smoking causes lung ca
heart disease and emphysema.

Definition- Title 18, Sec.6303.1
For purposes of this policigbacco useshall be defined as use and/or possession of a lighted or unlighted
cigarette, cigar and pipe; other lighted smoking product; and smokeless tobacco in any form.

Authority-SC 510, Title 22, Sec. 12.3, 35 P.S. 1223.5

In order to protect students and staff from an environment that may be harmful to them, the Board prohit
students from possessing and using tobacco at any time in school buildings, and on any property, bu
vans and vehicles that are owned, leased or controlled by the school district.

The Board prohibits tobacco use and possession by students at school sponsored activities that are he
school property. .

Title 18, Sec. 6306.1
The school district shall initiate with the district justice prosecution of a student who violates the tobacc
use policy.

Guidelines-Pol. 218
Students violating this policy shall be subject to punishment in accordance with the Code for Stude
Conduct.

Penalties for smoking while under the jurisdiction of Parkland School District shall be:
First offense -will result in a one-day exclusion.
Second offense will result in a three-day exclusion.
Subsequent offenseswill result in further exclusions; the duration will be based on administrative
discretion.

Title 18, Sec. 6306.1
A student convicted of possessing or using tobacco in a school building, on a school bus or on sch
property shall be fined up to $50 plus court costs or admitted to alternative adjudication.

Delegation of Responsibility

The Superintendent or designee shall annually notify staff, students and parents about the district’s toba
use policy by publishing such in the student handbook, newsletter, posted notices, and/or other effici
means.

The Superintendent or designee shall develop procedures to implement this policy.
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SC 1303-A

Incidents of possession, use and sale of tobacco in violation of this policy by any person on school prope
shall be reported to the Office of Safe Schools on the required form at least once each year.

Pa Code, Title 22, Sec. 12.3, Title 18, Sec. 6306.1

School Code, 510, 1303-A

35P.S. 1223.5
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PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
POLICIES

X. Care of School Property (Adopted Sept. 17, 2002)

a. Purpose
The Board believes that the schools should help students learn to respect property and develop feeling
pride in community institutions.

b. Authority
The Board charges each student in the district’s schools with responsibility for the proper care of sch
property, school supplies and equipment entrusted to the student’s use.

SC 777

It is the policy of the Board that students who willfully cause damage to school property shall be subject
disciplinary measures. Students and others who damage or deface school property may be prosecutec
punished under law. Parents and guardians of students shall be held accountable for student actions.

SC 1338
The Board may report to the appropriate juvenile authorities any student whose damage of school prop:
has been serious or chronic in nature, after prior notification of parents.

c. Delegation of Responsibility-SC 109,801
The Superintendent or designee shall develop procedures to implement this policy which include rules
the safekeeping and accounting of textbooks, supplies and equipment and preparation of a schedul
fines for lost or damaged textbooks, supplies and equipment.

d. Guidelines
Any student owing unpaid financial obligations may have report cards and transcripts withheld until tF
unpaid obligations are met, as determined by the school principal.

Seniors owing unpaid financial obligations may have diplomas withheld until the unpaid obligations ar
met, as determined by the school principal.

Parkland School District shall not be responsible for any personal property brought to school by studer
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XI.

PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
POLICIES

Searches (Adopted Sept. 17, 2002, Revised May 2008)

a. Purpose

The Board acknowledges the need for safe storage of books, clothing, school materials and other pers
property and may provide lockers for storage purposes.

. Authority-SC 510

It shall be the policy of the Board that all lockers are and shall remain the property of the school district. /
such, students shall have no expectation of privacy in their lockers, and lockers are subject to rand
searches.

No student may use a locker as a depository for a substance or object that is prohibited by law, Board po
or district regulations, or which constitutes a threat to health, safety or welfare of the occupants of t
school building or the building itself.

Title 22, Sec. 12.14

The Board reserves the right to authorize its employees to inspect a student’s locker at any time, base
reasonable suspicion, for the purpose of determining whether the locker is being improperly used for 1
storage of contraband, a substance or object the possession of which is illegal, or any material that pos
hazard to the safety and order of the schools.

Students, parents and staff shall be notified at least annually, or more often if deemed appropriate
administration, concerning the contents of this policy.

Delegation of Responsibility
The Superintendent or designee shall develop procedures to implement this policy.

The principal or representative shall be present whenever a student locker is inspected, based on reaso
suspicion.

Pol. 225

The principal shall open a student’s locker for inspection on the request of a law enforcement officer or
on presentation of a duly authorized search warrant or on the intelligently and voluntarily given consent
the student.

The principal shall be responsible for the safekeeping and proper disposal of any substance, objec
material found to be improperly stored in a student’s locker in violation of law, Board policy or schoo
rules. Such materials may be used as evidence against the student in disciplinary proceedings.

The principal shall be responsible for the prompt recording in writing of each locker inspection; suc
record shall include the reason(s) for the search, persons present, objects found and their disposition.

School officials are authorized to search a student’s personal possessions or motor vehicle parked on sc
property when there is reasonable suspicion that the student is violating law, Board policy or school ruls
or poses a threat to the student or the school population.
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Searches conducted by the administration may include but not be limited to utilization of certified dru
dogs, metal detection units, or any device used to protect the health, safety and welfare of the sch
population.

Pa. Code, Title 22, Sec. 12.14
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XIl.

PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
POLICIES

Drugs/Alcohol/ Mood-Altering Chemical Substances (Adopted Sept. 24, 2002, Revised Feb. 2008)

a. Authority

The Board of School Directors believes that a coordinated curriculum that provides a wealth of inform
tion at various grade levels is the most appropriate way to prevent student use of drugs, alcohol, or ot
mood-altering chemical substances, “look alike substances” and potentially health endangering substan
The Board also believes that there is a need for specific rules and regulations that provide a coordine
effort by district personnel to respond effectively to the current and potential use and abuse of dru
alcohol or other mood-altering chemical substances, “look alike substances” and potentially health end:
gering substances.

The Board believes that the approved curriculum, classroom activities and resources, community supp
consistent administrative and faculty effort, and appropriate disciplinary procedures are importa
considerations with high risk students who may be having school-related problems because of the use
abuse of any drugs, alcohol and mood-altering substances.

It is the intent of Parkland School District to initiate intervention procedures when behavioral indicator
suggest a student’s learning and school success may be affected by drugs, alcohol, or other mood-alte
substances, “look alike substances” and potentially health endangering substances.

Delegation of Responsibility
As an extension of this policy, the following guidelines and procedures shall be implemented by schc
district personnel when responding to student use of drugs, mood-altering or alcohol-related substanc

Definitions-42 P.S. 8337

Drug/Mood-Altering Substance/Alcohol-shall include any alcohol or malt beverage, any drug listed in
Act 64 (1972) as a controlled substance, chemical, abused substance, anabolic steroids, potentially he
endangering substance, or medication for which a prescription is required under the law and/or a
substance which is intended to alter mood.

Pol. 210

Examples include, but are not limited to, herbal products and any products that contain any form

ephedrine, beer, wine, liquor, marijuana, hashish, chemical solvents, inhalants, hallucinogens, glue,countel
chemicals, “look alike substances,” potentially health endangering substances, and any medication

registered with the nurse, annotated within the student’s health record and/or taken in accordance with
school district policy for the administration of medication to students in school.

Counterfeit Chemical - means a controlled substance, other drug, device or cosmetic which, or the cor
tainer or labeling of which, without authorization, bears the trademark, trade name, or other identifyir
mark, imprint, number, or any likeness thereof, or a manufacturer, distributor, or dispenser other than 1
person or persons who in fact manufactured, distributed, or dispensed such substance, or the substar
falsely represented to be the product of, or to have been distributed by, such other manufacturer, distribt
or dispenser. Counterfeit chemical shall also mean any substance which is termed a look alike substitu
for any controlled substance.
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Student Support Team (SST) this team, comprised of Parkland staff, has been trained to understand an
work on the issues of adolescent chemical use, abuse, and dependency and will play a primary role in
identification and referral process of students coming to their attention through the procedures outlined
this policy. In grades K-5 the building Instructional Support Teams (ISTs) shall respond to referrals.

Licensed Facility or Agency -any facility licensed by the Pennsylvania Department of Health, Office of
Drug and Alcohol Program, to conduct assessments or an agency licensed to operate programs.

Distributing/Transferring - delivering, selling, passing, sharing, or giving any alcohol, drug, counterfeit
chemical, anabolic steroid, or mood-altering substance, as defined by this policy, from one person to
other.

Staff - includes all professional and non-professional employees.

Possession to possess, keep, or hold, without any attempt to distribute, any alcohol, drug, counterfe
chemical or mood-altering substance determined to be illegal or as defined by this policy. A person w
has consumed alcohol or drugs is presumed to be in possession.

Drug Paraphernalia - includes any items which can be associated with the use of drugs, alcohol or mooc
altering substances. Examples include, but are not limited to bottles, flasks, roach clips, syringes, pip
bongs, rolling papers, bowls.

Cooperative Behavior -shall be defined as the willingness of a student to work with staff and school
personnel in a reasonable and helpful manner, complying with requests and recommendations of the m
bers of the Student Support Team and administrators.

Guidelines
Intervention

Any member of the Parkland School District community may refer a student to high school or middl
school Student Support Team or an elementary Instructional Support Team. A student may be referred
to observed behavior which leads one to suspect a substance use/abuse possibility. A referral is simpl
expression of concern based on observable behavior. SSTs/ISTs will assemble school data, contact pa
guardian of student, advise parents of behaviors and obtain written permission for the student’s invol\
ment in SST within and/or outside of the school district. These options may include, but are not limited t
anyone or more of the following:

1. Informal Intervention - A meeting of the student and members of the building team to shar
collected data regarding student’s behavior which may be related to drug/alcohol or mood-alterir
usage. At this meeting, the student is encouraged to seek assistance.

2. Formal Intervention - A scheduled meeting of school representatives, the student and parent(
guardian(s) at which time information previously gathered, including attempted interventions, i
presented in a manner to strongly encourage the student and family to seek assistance.

3. Counselor Monitor - The counselor becomes the primary caretaker and has the prima
responsibility to make the next recommendation.

4. Outside Referral - The student is referred to a licensed drug and alcohol facility or agency n
operated by the school district where the student is evaluated to determine the extent of a drug/
alcohol problem and from which a recommendation for treatment may follow.

5. School Based Insight Groups - In-school group which provides students with information and skil
necessary for developing personally and socially constructive attitudes and behaviors regarding
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drugs/alcohol and mental health issues.

6. Aftercare Group - A supportive group which helps students returning from treatment to follow thei
aftercare programs and deal with school-based issues and abstinence.

7. Psychological Evaluation - An evaluation by a school psychologist in order to gain insights into th
dynamics of the student’s relationship with drugs, alcohol or other mood-altering chemica
substance.

Anabolic Steroids

35P.S,, Sec.807.1
The Board prohibits the use of anabolic steroids, except for a valid medical purpose, by any student
volved in school-related athletics in Parkland School District.

Bodybuilding, muscle enhancement, increasing muscle bulk or strength, or enhancement of athletic abil
is not a valid medical purpose. Human Growth Hormone (HGH) shall not be included as an anabol
steroid under the provisions of this policy.

35P.S., Sec. 807.2, 42 P.S. 8337, Pol. 233
The district shall include instruction on the dangers of steroids in the drug and alcohol curriculum.

35P.S., Sec. 807.3
Penalties for any student found in violation of the rules and regulations regarding anabolic steroids sh
be:

1. For a first violation, suspension from school athletics for the remainder of the season. The studs
is also required to obtain an evaluation by a licensed Drug and Alcohol facility.

2. For a second violation, suspension from school athletics for the remainder of the season and for
following season. The student is also required to obtain an evaluation by a licensed Drug at
Alcohol facility.

3. For a third violation, permanent suspension from school athletics. The student is also required
obtain an evaluation by a licensed Drug and Alcohol facility.

No student shall be eligible to resume patrticipation in school athletics unless there has been a med
determination that no residual evidence of steroids exists. The Board may require participation in any dr
counseling, rehabilitation, testing or other program as a condition of reinstatement into a school athle
program.

Violations
Students found to be or suspected of possessing, using, and/or distributing an illegal substance, incluc

paraphernalia, on school property will be subject to the established Drug and Alcohol Administrative Guid
lines.
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PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
DRUG AND ALCOHOL ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES

Updated 3/12/2003

PP P SST/IST :

o . . o Notification | Notification Intervention/

Situation/Category Immediate Action Investigation of Parents of Police mc_uco.: Discipline
Strategies

The possible use of Referral to the SST/IST. By the SST/IST. Yes. Not applicable| Implement | A conference

drugs, alcohol or othe Notification SST/IST will be held if

mood-altering chemical through support the SST/IST

substances, “look alikg administrator strategies feels itis

substances,” or potentially or SST with written | indicated.

health endangering member. parental

substances by a student permission.

is indicated, but there

is no evidence of

violation of law or

school regulation.

The student has a Standard health and first aid| An administrator or Yes. Required. Implement | 3-10 Day

medical emergency procedures will be followed. | designee will investigate Notification SST/NST Suspension.

that may be related to | If required, the student will | the incident. This may | through support Referral to the

the use of drug, alcohol, be transported to a medical | include a search of theadministrator strategies SST/IST.

or other mood-altering | emergency facility at parent | student, his/her locket, with written | Referral for

chemical substance, expense. car and other posses- parental D/A evaluation

“look alike substance,” sions. An anecdotal rg- permission. | ata licensed

or potentially health port of the incident will Drug and

endangering substancg. be written. Alcohol

facility.
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PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT

DRUG AND ALCOHOL ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES (cont)

e . SST/IST .
Situation/Category Immediate Action Investigation Zwﬁ__um_om:o: ZOM_ﬂ_UOm_ﬂ.:o: Support _:_ﬁum_w\uﬁ_w:_”%%\
of Parents of Police Strategies p
3. Astudentis found to b¢ The administrator or designe The student, his/hef Yes. Required. Implement | 3-10 Day

in possession, use, or | is summoned. An anecdotal | locker, carand | Notification SST/ST Suspension.
under the influence of | report of the incident will be| other possessionisthrough support Referral to the
drugs, mood-altering | written. The student will be | may be searched byadministrator strategies | SST/1ST. Referral
chemical substances, | removed from school an administrator of or SST with written | for D/A evaluation
counterfeit chemicals of functions. Standard health and his/her designee. [ member. parental ata licensed Drug
alcohol, “look alike first aid procedures will be permission | and Alcohol

substances,” potentially
health endangering
substances or suspects
drug paraphernalia
during school session, §
any school-sponsored
activity; or on school
provided transportation

followed. If required, the

bda medical emergency facility
at parent expense.
1t

student will be transported to

facility. Lack of
compliance or
further offenses
may result in a
referral to the
School Board for
possible expulsion
which may be
permanent. If
expulsion is less
than permanent,
the student may b
required to
comply with
certain
readmission
conditions.
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PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT

DRUG AND ALCOHOL ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES (cont)

. e SST/IST .
Situation/Category Immediate Action Investigation zwﬁ_omﬁ_os ZOM_WS__.:O: Support _:%M%:_”_:om:\
| .
of Parents of Police Strategies P

A student possesses, | The administrator or The student, his/| Yes. Required. Implement | 3-10 Day Suspension|.

uses or transfers/ designee is summoned. | her locker, car and| Notification SST/IST Administration may

distributes prescription,| An anecdotal report of | other possessiong through support recommend for

non-prescription or the incident will be may be searched administrator strategies| school expulsion.

over-the-counter written. The student by an administrator| or SST with written | Referral to the SST/

medication in violation | will be removed from or his/her designee.] member. parental 1ST. Referral for D/A

of school district school functions. permission. | evaluation at a

medication policy
while on school
grounds, during school
session, at any school
sponsored activity or
on school provided
transportation.

Standard health and

first aid procedures will b
followed. If required, the
student will be
transported to a medical
emergency facility at
parent expense.

licensed Drug and
Alcohol facility.
Lack of compliance
or further offenses
may result in a
referral to the
School Board for
possible expulsion
which may be
permanent. If
expulsion is less
than permanent, the
student may be
required to comply
with certain
readmission
conditions.
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PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT

DRUG AND ALCOHOL ADMINISTRATIVE GUIDELINES (cont)

I I SST/IST :
Situation/Category | Immediate Action Investigation Zwﬁ_omﬁ_o: Zoﬂ_ﬂ”_wm_ﬂ.:o: Support _:_wm.Mm.m:_%_%%\
i : iscipli
of Parents | of Police Strategies P
5. Astudent transfers/ | Administrator or designee i$ The student, his/| Yes. Required. Implement | 3-10 Day Suspension.
distributes a drug, summoned. The her locker, car, SST/IST Administration may

alcohol or other administrator staff membe[ desk and other support recommend for schoo
mood-altering writes an anecdotal report df possessions may b strategies | expulsion. Referral td
chemical substance, | theincident. Police notified| searched by an with written | the SST/IST Referra
“look alike substance,”| The studentwill be removedl administrator or parental for D/A evaluation at
or potentially health | from school functions. his/her designee. permission. | @ licensed Drug ang

endangering substanc

or suspected drug
paraphernalia.

Standard health and first ai
procedures will be
followed. If required, the

student will be transported

to a medical emergency
facility at parent expense.

ol

Alcohol facility. Lack
of compliance or
further offenses may
result in a referral to
the School Board for
possible expulsion
which may be perma
nent. If expulsion is
less than permanen
the student may be
required to comply
with certain readmissior
conditions.

ALL STAFF MEMBERS, ADMINISTRATORS, AND MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION INVOLVED IN SUCH
CIRCUMSTANCES ARE OBLIGATED TO GUARD THE CONFIDENTIALITY OF THE STUDENT
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X1l

PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
POLICIES

Suspension and Expulsion (Adopted Sept. 17, 2002 Revised June 24, 2008)

a. Purpose-Title 22, Sec. 12.6,, 12.7, 14.143, 20 U.S.C. Sec. 1400 et seq 34 CFR Part 300

The Board recognizes that exclusion from the educational program of the schools,whether by suspens
or expulsion, is the most severe sanction that can be imposed on a student and one that cannot be imf
without due process. The Board shall define and publish the types of offenses that would lead to exclus
from school.Exclusions affecting students with disabilities shall be governed by applicable state and fe
eral law and regulations.

Authority
The Board may, after a proper hearing, suspend or expel a student for such time as it deems necessal
the Board may permanently expel a student.

SC 1318 Title 22 Sec. 12.6, 12.8
Every principal or person in charge of a public school may temporarily suspend any student for disobe
ence or misconduct.

Guidelines
Exclusion From School - Suspension

SC 1318 Title 22 Sec. 12.6

The principal or teacher in charge of the school may suspend any student for disobedience or misconc
for a period of one (1) to ten (10) consecutive school days and shall report the suspension to the Superin
dent as soon as possible.

Title 22, Sec. 12.6
The principal or person in charge of the school may suspend any student for disobedience or misconc
for a period of one (1) to ten (10) consecutive school days and shall immediately notify the parent/guardi
in writing when the student is suspended and if necessary report the suspension to the Superintendel
soon as possible.

No student may be suspended without notice of the reasons for which s/he is suspended and an opportt
to be heard on his/her own behalf before the school official who holds the authority to reinstate him/h
Prior notice is not required when it is clear that the health, safety or welfare of the school population
threatened. Suspensions may not be made to run consecutively beyond the ten-day school day perioc

Title 22, Sec. 12.6, 12.8

When the suspension exceeds three (3) school days, the student and parent/guardian will be given
opportunity for an informal hearing with the designated school official. Such hearing shall take place :
soon as possible after the suspension, and the district shall offer to hold it within the first five (5) days of t
suspension. When extraordinary circumstances involving the health and safety ofthe student or other:
the school require immediate exclusion, the hearing may be delayed to such time as circumstances pel

A student may be suspended up to ten (10) school days following a hearing by the building principal
designee
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Purpose of Informal Hearing

Title 22, Sec. 12.8

The purpose of the informal hearing is to permit the student to explain the circumstances surrounding
event leading to the suspension, to show why the student should not be suspended, and to discuss wa
avoid future offenses.

Due Process Requiements forlnformal Hearings

Title 22, Sec. 12.8

A student under seventeen (17) years of age who is expelled has forfeited his/her right to an educatio
the district schools, but s/he has not been excused from compliance with the compulsory attenda
statute.

Title 22, Sec. 12.6
1. The student and parent/guardian shall be given written notice ofthe reasons for the suspension.

2.The student and parent/guardian shall receive sufficient notice ofthe time and place of the informal heari
3. The student may question any witnesses present at the informal hearing.

4. The student may speak and produce witnesses who may speak at the informal hearing.

5. The school district shall offer to hold the informal hearing within five (5) days of the suspension.

Exclusion From Class - In-School Suspension

Title 22, Sec. 12.7

No student may receive an in-school suspension without notice ofthe reasons for which s/he is suspen
and an opportunity to be heard prior to the time the suspension becomes effective. The parent/guarc
shall be informed ofthe suspension action taken by the school.

Title 22, Sec. 12.8

Should the in-school suspension exceed ten (10) consecutive school days, the student and his/her parel
guardian(s) shall be offered an informal hearing with the building principal or designee. Such hearing sh
take place prior to the eleventh day of the in-school suspension. The procedure shall be the same a:
procedure for informal hearings held in connection with out-of-school suspensions.

Title 22, Sec. 12.7
The district shall provide for the student's education during the period of in-school suspension.

Expulsion Hearings

SC 1318 Title 22 Sec. 12.6, 12.8 2 Pa C.S.A. Sec. et seq
The formal hearing shall be required in all expulsion actions.
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Title 22, Sec. 12.8
The formal hearing shall observe the due process requirements of:

1. Notification of the charges in writing by certified mail to the student or the student’'s parents

guardian.

2. Atleastthree (3) days’ notice of the time and place of the hearing, which shall include a copy of I
policy, hearng procedues, and notice of the right to representation by legal counsel. A student m
request the rescheduling of the hearing when s/he demonstrates good cause for an extension.
The hearing shall be private unless the student or parent/guardian requests a public hearing.
Representation by counsel at the parent’s/guardian’s expense and parent/gaurdian may attend the meeti
Disclosure of the names of witnesses against the student and copies of their written statements or affida
The right to request that witnesses against the student appear in person and answer questions or be cross-exar
The right to testify and present witnesses on the student's behalf.

A written or audio record shall be kept of the hearing and a copy made available to the student at

student's expense, or at no charge if the student is indigent.

9. The hearing shall be held within fifteen (15) days of the notice of charges, unless a delay is mut
ally agreed to by both parties or is delayed by:

a. The need for laboratory reports from law enforcement agencies.

b. Evaluations or other court or administrative proceedings are pending due to a student's invoki

his/her rights under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).

c. Delay is necessary due to the condition or best interests of the victim in cases of juvenile or

criminal court involving sexual assault or serious bodily injury.
10. Notice of right to appeal the results of the hearing shall be provided to the student with the expt
sion decision.

o S

Adjudication

2 Pa. C.S.A. Sec. 101
A written adjudication shall be issued after the Board has acted to expel a student. The adjudication n
include additional conditions or sanctions.

Attendance/SchooWork During Suspension and Priorto Expulsion

Title 22, Sec. 12.6, Pol. 204

Students serving an out-or-school suspension must make up missed exams and work, and shall be pe
ted to complete assignments pursuant to established guidelines.

Students who are facing an expulsion hearing must be placed in their normal classes if the formal heat
is not held within the ten-school day suspension.

If it is not possible to hold the fonnal hearing within the first ten (10) school days, the school district ma
exclude such a student from class for up to five (5) additional - fifteen (15) total - school days if after &
infonnal hearing, it is detennined that the student's presence in hislher nonnal class would constitut
threat to the health, safety or welfare of others.

Any further exclusion prior to a formal hearing may be only by mutual agreement. Such students shall
given alternative education, which may include home study.
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Attendance/SchooMWork After Expulsion

Title 22 Sec. 12.6

A student under seventeen (17) years of age who is expelled has forfeited hislher right to an educatiot
the district schools, but slhe has not been excused fi'om compliance with the compulsory attendance statut

The parent/guardian has the initial responsibility of providing the required education and shall, withi
thirty (30) days, submit written evidence to the school that the required education is being provided or t
they are unable to do so. If the parent/guardian is unable to provide for the required education, the scf
district shall, within ten (10) days of receipt of the parent'siguardian’s notification, make provisions for th
student's education.

The Board directs the Superintendent or designee to assist the parent/guardian in placing the student i
appropriate educational program other than in this district.

If the approved educational program is not complied with, the school district may take action to ensure tl
the student will receive a proper education.

StudentsWith Disabilities

Pol. 113, 113.1

A student with a disability shall be provided educational services as required by state and federal laws :
regulations and Board Policies.

20 U.S.C. Sec. 1400 et seq, 34 CFR, 300.519, 300.529, Title 22, Sec. 14.133, 14.143
In the case of a special education student, the administrator shall take all necessary steps to comply witt
Individuals With Disabilities Education Act and relevant state regulations.

Exclusion Offenses

Title 22 Sec. 12.6

The following offenses are those which, when committed by a student of the Parkland School District, m
lead to exclusion:

. Repeated class cutting.

. Vandalism of school or personal property.

. Violation of any public law, e.g. theft, false fire alarms, etc.

. Smoking on school district property.

. Possession, use or distribution of alcohol, narcotics, marijuana, drugs, other dangerous or controlle
substances, firearms, weapons, fireworks or other incendiary devices, or explosives.

. Assault of a Parkland student or employee.

. Disruption of the school program by fighting, insubordination, abusive language, etc.

. Failure to attend assigned detention hall(s).

. Commission of any act which would endanger the health, safety or welfare of students or other school person

0. Deliberate and/or repeated disregard for and/or violation of the responsibilities of students as state

the Code for Student Conduct Rights and Responsibilities.
A student who enters the DEAL program will receive their academic assignments, credit for attendanc:
and counseling. The goal is to prepare the student to return to the mainstream educational setting.

abrh wWNBEF
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. Delegation of Responsibilty
The Superintendent or designee shall develop rules and regulations to implement this policy which include:
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d. Delegation of Responsibilty
The Superintendent or designee shall develop rules and regulations to implement this policy which include:

1. Publication of a Code of Student Conduct, in accordance with Board policy on student discipline.

2. Procedures that ensure due process when a student is deprived ofthe right to attend school.

3. Regulations regarding student records which require that records of disciplinary suspension be maintaine
accordance with Board policy on student records.

4. The name of a student who has been disciplined shall not become part of the agenda or minutes of a pu
meeting, nor part of any public record of the Board. Such students may be designated by code.

5. Any student who has been expelled may apply for readmission to school upon such conditions as may b
imposed by the Board.

References:
School Code - 24 P.S. Sec. 1318

State Board of Education Regulations - 22 PA Code Sec. 12.3, 12.6, 12.7,12.8
14.143

Local Agency Law - 2 Pa. C.S.A. Sec 101 et seq.
Individuals With Disabilities Education -20 V.S.C. Sec. 1400 et seq.

Individuals With Disabilities Education, Title 34, Code of Federal
Regulations - 34 CFR Part 300

Board Policy - 000, 113, 113.1,204,216,218
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PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
POLICIES

XIV. Student Rights/Responsibilities (Adopted Sept. 17, 2002, Revised June 2008)

1. Purpose
This policy sets forth guidelines by which student rights are to be determined, consistent with law and regula-
tions.

2. Definition
Personal information means individually identifiable information including a student’s or parent’s/guardian’s
name, address, telephone number, or social security number.

3. Authority SC 510,Title 22, Sec. 12.1, 12.3, 12.4, 12.9

The Board has the authority and responsibility to establish reasonable rules and regulations for the conduct &
deportment of district students. At the same time, no student shall be deprived of equal treatment and equal
access to the educational program, due process, a presumption of innocence, and tree expression and asso«
in accordance with Board policy and school rules.

Surveys conducted by outside agencies, organizations and individuals shall be approved by the Superintend:
or designee, prior to administration to students.

4. Guidelines

Title 22, Sec. 12.2, 12.3,

Attendant upon the rights established for each student are certain responsibilities, which include regular atter
dance; conscientious effort in classroom work and homework; conformance to Board policies and school rule
and regulations; and respect for the rights of students, administrators, and others; and expression of ideas ar
opinions in a respectful manner.

Title 22, Sec. 12.3,Pol. 218

A listing of students’ rights and responsibilities shall be included in the Code of Student Conduct, which shall
be distributed annually to students and parents/guardians.

A student who has reached the age of eighteen (18) years possesses the full rights of an adult and may auth
those school matters previously handled by his/her parent/guardian.

It shall be the responsibility of the student to conform with the following:
Pol. 218
1. Be aware of all policies, rules and regulations for student behavior and conduct themselves in accordance

with them. Students should assume that until a rule is waived, altered or repealed in writing it is in effect.

2. Volunteer information in matters relating to the heath, safety and welfare of the school community and the
protection of school property.
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Pol. 221
3. Dress and groom to meet fair standards of safety and health, and not to cause substantial disruption of the
educational process.

4. Assist the school staff in operating a safe school for all students enrolled.
5. Comply with federal, state and local laws.
6. Exercise proper care when using district facilities and equipment.

Pol. 204
7. Attend school daily and be on time at all classes and other school functions.

8. Make up work when legally absent from schooL

9. Pursue and attempt to c.omplete satisfactorily the courses of study prescribed by Commonwealth and loce
school authorities.

Pol. 220
10. Report accurately and not use indecent or obscene language in student newspapers or publications.

Pol. 218, 233
Deliberate and/or repeated disregard for or violation of any of these student responsibilities may be cause for
student to be excluded from school in accordance with provisions of the Code for Student Conduct and Boar

policy.
Instructional Materials

Pol. 105.1

The parent/guardian shall be notified annually that all instructional materials, including teachers’ manuals,
audiovisuals, and other supplementary instructional material used in the instructional program shall be availa
for inspection by the parents/guardians of students, in accordance with Board policy. Instructional materials d
not include tests or academic assessments.

Surveys/Evaluations

All surveys and instruments used to collect information from students shall relate to the district’s educational
objectives.

20 D.S.c., Sec. 1232h,Title 22, Sec. 12.41
The parent/guardian shall be informed ofthe nature and scope of individual surveys and their relationship to t
educational program of their child and the parent’ s/guardian’ s right to inspect, upon request, a survey create

by a third party prior to administration of distribution to a student.

Such requests shall be in writing and submitted to the building principal or designee.
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20 V.S.C., 1 232h,Title 22,Sec. 4.4

No student shall be required, without written parent/guardian consent for students under eighteen (18) years
age or written consent of emancipated students or those over eighteen (18) years, to submit to a survey, ana
or evaluation that reveals information concerning:

1. Political affiliations or beliefs of student or parent/guardian.

2. Mental and psychological problems ofthe student or family.

3. Sexual behavior and attitudes.

4. lllegal, antisocial, self-incriminating or demeaning behavior.

5. Critical appraisals of other individuals with whom respondents have close family relationships.

6. Legally recognized privileged and comparable relationships, such as those of lawyers, physicians, and mir
ters.

7. Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or parent/guardian.

8. Income, other than that required by law to determine eligibility for participation in a program or for receiving
financial assistance under such program.

However, such survey, analysis or evaluation may be conducted on a wholly voluntary basis, provided that th
student and parent/guardian have been notified of their rights and of their right to inspect all related materials
and to opt the student out of participation.

The district shall implement procedures to protect student identity and privacy when a survey contains any of
the restricted subject areas listed above.

Collection of Information for Marketing

20 U.S.C., Sec. 1232h

The parent/guardian has the right to inspect the material and opt out the student from participating in any acti
ity that result in the collection, disclosure or use of personal information for purposes of marketing or selling
that information. This does not apply to the collection, disclosure or use of personal information collected fron
students for the exclusive purpose of developing, evaluating, or providing educational products or services to
students.

5. Delegation of Responsibility

The Superintendent or designee shall develop and promulgate administrative procedures consistent with law
and Board policy to ensure that student rights under specific conditions are properly recognized and maintair
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20 U.S.C., Sec. 1232h
The Superintendent or designee shall annually notify parent/guardian concerning:

1. Contents of this policy and its availability.

2. Contents of the Code of Student Conduct.

3. Approximate dates that any surveys requesting personal information may be scheduled.
4. Procedures to request access to survey instruments prior to administration.

5. Procedures for opting students out of participation in surveys.
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PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
POLICIES

XV. Electronic Devices (Adopted September 17, 2002, Revised October 25, 2005)
a. Authority, SC1317.1
The Board prohibits possession of laser pointers and attachments, and telephone paging devices/beepers by stu

on school property, on buses and other vehicles provided by the district, and at school sponsored activities.

The Board prohibits use of personal communication devices by students during the school day in district buildings,
district property, and while students are attending school-sponsored activities.

The Board prohibits use of cellular telephones that have the capability to take photographs or record audio or vid
during the school day in district buildings, or on district property and while students are engaged in school-sponsol
activities.

Cellular telephones shall be turned off during instructional and classtime, during passing times between classes, ar
any other time where use of the device would cause a disruption of school activities.

In addition, the board prohibits possession and use by students of any device that provides for a wireless, unfilter
connection to the Internet.

The district shall not be liable for the loss, damage or misuse of any electronic device brought to school by a stud
b. Guidelines
Violations of this policy by a student shall result in disciplinary action and may result in confiscation of the

electronic device.

Telephone Pagers|Beepers

With prior administrative approval, the telephone paging device/beeper prohibition shall not apply in the following
cases:

1. A student who is a member of a volunteer fire company, ambulance or rescue squad.

2. A student who has a need for such a device due to the medical condition of an immediate family member.
3. Other reasons determined appropriate by the building principal.

Laptop Computers/Personal Digifsdsistants

Laptop computers and personal digital assistants (PDAs) brought to school shall be restricted to classroom or insti
tional-related activities. Students shall comply with the guidelines set by the classroom teacher or school officials |
the educational use oflaptop computers and PDAs.

c. Delegation of Responsibility
The Superintendent or designee shall annually notify students, parents/ guardians and staff about the district’s el
tronic device policy by publishing such policy in the student handbook, newsletters, posted notices, or other efficie
methods.

Exceptions to the prohibitions set forth in this policy may be made for health, safety or emergency reasons with pr
approval of the building principal or designee, or when use is provided for in a student’s individualized education
program (IEP).
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XVI.

PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
POLICIES

Unlawful Harassment (Adopted Sept. 17, 2002)

a. Purpose

All Parkland School District students have a right to be educated in an environment free of discriminato
practices, including unlawful harassment. The district is committed to establishing and maintaining &
educational environment free from unwelcomed sexual conduct, either verbal or physical, for all studen
This policy applies to third parties.

. Authority-Sec. 703 of Title VII of Civil Rights Act of 1964; Sec. 5(a)

PHRC.Act;Title IX of the 1972 Education Amendment
The Board prohibits all forms of unlawful harassment of students by all district students and staff mer
bers, contracted individuals and vendors, and volunteers in the schools.

The Board encourages students who have been harassed to promptly report such incidents to the d
nated employees.

The Board directs that complaints of harassment be investigated promptly, and corrective action be tal
when allegations are verified. Confidentiality of all parties shall be maintained, consistent with the district
legal and investigative obligations. No reprisals or retaliation shall occur as a result of good faith charg
of harassment. In addition, the district will take steps to prevent recurrence of any harassment and
correct its effects on the grievant and other, if appropriate.

Definitions-QCR Guidelines on Sexual Harassment, Fed. Reg. Vol. 62, #49;

PHRC Guidelines; PA Bulletin Vol. Il, #5 Policy Memo, OCR USDE March 1997

The term harassment includes but is not limited to repeated, unwelcome and offensive slurs, jokes, or of
verbal, graphic or physical conduct relating to an individual’s race, color, religion, ancestry, gender, sext
orientation, national origin, age or handicap/disability that create an intimidating, hostile or offensive ed:
cational environment.

Ethnic harassment includes the repeated, unwelcome and offensive use of any derogatory word, phras
action characterizing a given racial or ethnic group that creates an intimidating, hostile, or offensive edur
tional environment.

Sexual harassment shall consist of unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and other
propriate verbal or physical conduct of a sexual nature when:

1. Submission to such conduct is made explicitly or implicitly a term or condition of a student’s
academic status.

2. Submission to or rejection of such conduct is used as the basis for academic or work decisic
affecting the individual.

3. Such conduct deprives a student of educational aid, benefits, services or treatment.

4. Such conduct has the purpose or effect of substantially interfering with the student’s scho
performance or creating an intimidating, hostile or offensive education environment.

Examples of sexual harassment include but are not limited to sexual flirtations, advances, touching
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propositions; verbal abuse of a sexual nature; graphic or suggestive comments about an individual’s dr
or body; sexually degrading words to describe an individual; jokes, pin-ups, calendars, objects, graffi
vulgar statements, abusive language, innuendoes, references to sexual activities, overt sexual conduc
any conduct that has the effect of unreasonably interfering with student’s ability to work or learn or creat
an intimidating, hostile or offensive learning or working environment.

Delegation of Responsibility

The district shall annually inform students, staff, parents, independent contractors and volunteers tl
unlawful harassment of students will not be tolerated, by means of distribution of written policy, publica
tion in handbooks, presentation at an assembly, and/or posting of notice/signs.

The district shall provide training for students and staff concerning all aspects of unlawful harassment.

Each staff member shall be responsible to maintain an educational environment free from all forms
unlawful harassment.

Each student shall be responsible to respect the rights of their fellow students and to ensure an atmosp
free from all forms of unlawful harassment.

Students shall be informed that they may choose to report harassment complaints to building principe
teachers, counselors, nurses, and administrators.

All employees who receive harassment complaints from a student shall report such to the building princip

Guidelines
An investigation of the complaint shall be conducted in accordance with procedures established by 1
Board.

When a student believes that s/he is being harassed, the student should immediately inform the hara
that the behavior is unwelcome, offensive or inappropriate. If the unwelcome, offensive or inappropria
behavior continues, the student shall follow the established complaint procedure.

Investigating Complaints
STEP 1

Any student who believes s/he has been subjected to harassment by another person in the employ or L
the jurisdiction/supervision of the Parkland School District shall verbally report such incident(s) to a teach
counselor, nurse, principal, administrator or Superintendent. The Superintendent shall be notified of t
alleged harassing conduct. Upon receipt of such notification, the Superintendent shall assign an appro
ate designee to investigate the incident(s). The investigation shall include an interview of the complain:
.and the accused.

If the matter can be resolved by agreement, the investigator shall set forth the agreement in writing. T
agreement shall be signed by the complainant and the accused. If the matter cannot be resolved by ag
ment, the investigator shall make a written report setting forth the findings. The investigation and agre
ment or report shall be completed within thirty (30) days from the date of receipt of the initial complaint
The report shall be mailed or delivered personally to both the accused and the complainant. A copy of
report shall be maintained in the investigator’s file.
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STEP 2

If the procedure in Step | does not resolve the complaint and either or both of the parties are dissatist
with the findings of the investigation, the party(s) shall have the complaint reviewed by the Superintende
at an administrative conference hearing.

The complainant shall be required to provide the Superintendent a written complaint regarding the incident
including the following:

1. Complainant’s name and address and the name of the complainant’s parents/ guardians
address, if applicable.

Date(s) of the incident(s).

Name(s) of the person(s) involved in the incident(s).

Description of the incident(s).

What the complainant did to discourage the incident(s).

Name of any witness(es) to the incident(s).

Suggested resolution to the complaint.

Other relevant facts and information.

NG hA~WN

The Superintendent shall provide the accused with a copy of the complaint within seven (7) days of rece
ing it. The accused shall submit to the Superintendent a written response to the complaint within fifte:
(15) days after receipt.

After expiration of the time for receipt of the accused’s response, the Superintendent shall, no sooner tl
ten (10) days and not later than fifteen (15) days from said date, hold an administrative hearing. Writt
notification of the date for the hearing shall be given personally or by certified mail to the complainant, tt
accused and all those required to attend as determined by the investigation. Such notice shall be give
least three (3) working days prior.

The complainant and the accused shall have a right to be represented by counsel of their choice, at 1
own expense, and to present witnesses on their own behalf.

The Superintendent shall consider the written complaint, the written response and all evidence presente
the hearing. The Superintendent shall prepare a written decision, which shall be delivered personally
mailed to all parties within thirty (30) days following the hearing.

If the accused is judged to be innocent, no further action may be necessary. However, the accused |
request that the written decision be placed in the accused’s personnel/cumulative file; otherwise, the w
ten decision and file will be sealed and impounded. Release from impounding shall be made only up
formal action of the Board or by order of court.

Pol. 317, 417, 517

If the accused is judged to be guilty, appropriate disciplinary action shall be included in the decisio
Disciplinary action against an employee may include, but not be limited to, reprimand; transfer; demotio
suspension or dismissal. Disciplinary action against a student may include, but not be limited to, susp
sion and/or expulsion. Depending upon the nature of the discipline, a hearing before the Board shall
provided when required by law.
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STEP 3

If either or both of the parties are dissatisfied with the written decision of the Superintendent, there shall
a de novo hearing scheduled before the Board no sooner than ten (10) days and not later than fifteen
days after notice of the decision was given.

The Board hearing shall be public, unless accused and/or the complainant requests a private hearing
accused and a complainant shall have the same rights as s/he had for the administrative hearing an
rights that are afforded by law.

The entire record created in Step 2, including but not limited to the decision of the Superintendent and
statement of written charges and reply, shall be made available to the Board prior to the hearing.

Following the hearing, the Board shall prepare a written decision which shall adjudicate the accused a
if found guilty, shall include appropriate disciplinary action. A written notice and copy of the decision shal
be delivered personally or mailed to the accused and the complainant within thirty (30) days after su
hearing is concluded.

Miscellaneous Povisions

If the Superintendent is the complainant, the accused or a witness to the incident, then the Board Presi
or designee shall be substituted for that designated person under the above-described procedures.

In the event any party fails to exhaust the remedies under the complaint procedure provided above,
complaint will be presumed to be abandoned; and the matter will be settled in accordance with the decis
made at the last completed step.

In the event the person performing the investigation does not render a decision at any step within the ti
limits prescribed, the complainant/accused will have the right to proceed immediately to the next step a
must do so within the prescribed time limit.

Any time limit may be increased or reduced by written mutual agreement of the complainant, the accus
and the person responsible for making a decision on the complaint.

Except as otherwise set forth, a copy of the last written decision and disciplinary action, if any, shall
placed in the accused’s personnel or cumulative file, whichever is applicable.

If the accused or complainant is a student who is not emancipated, all rights and obligations set forth sl
be applicable to the student’s parent/guardian.

If the accused is an employee and chooses to resign at any step prior to Board action, all written docun
tation will be sealed and impounded. The person must state in writing that his/her resignation is volunta
and that is waiving and releasing all claims against the Parkland School District. The release and wai
shall be submitted in a form acceptable to the school district. The Board shall order the unsealing &
release of such documentation for the purpose of allowing Parkland School District to defend against &
claim or action brought by the accused or others.
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PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
POLICIES

XVII.  Bullying/cyberbullying

a. Purpose
The Board is committed to providing a safe, positive learning environment for district students. The Boa
recognizes that bullying creates an atmosphere of fear and intimidation, detracts from the safe environir
necessary for student learning, and may lead to more serious violence. Therefore, the Board prohil
bullying by district students.

b. Definitions
SC 1303.1-A
Bullying means an intentional electronic, written, verbal or physical act or series of acts directed at anott
student or students that is severe, persistent or pervasive and has the effect of doing any of the follow
1. Substantial interference with a student's education.
2. Creation of a threatening environment.
3. Substantial disruption of the orderly operation of the school.
Bullying, as defined in this policy, includes cyberbullying.

School settingmeans in the school, on school grounds, in school vehicles, at a designated bus stop, w
the use of school issued equipment, or at any activity sponsored, supervised or sanctioned by the sch

c. Aurthority
SC 1303.1-A
The Board directs that complaints of bullying shall be investigated promptly, and corrective action shall |
taken when allegations are verified. Confidentiality of all parties shall be maintained, consistent with tt
district's legal and investigative obligations. No reprisals or retaliation shall occur as a result of good fai
reports of bullying.

d. Delegation of Responsibility
SC 1303.11-A
Each student shall be responsible to respect the rights of others and to ensure an atmosphere free
bullying.

The Superintendent or designee shall develop administrative regulations to implement this policy.

The Superintendent or designee shall ensure that this policy and administrative regulations are revie\
annually with students.

The Superintendent or designee, in cooperation with other appropriate administrators, shall review t
policy every three (3) years and recommend necessary revisions to the Board.

District administration shall annually provide the following information with the Safe School Report:

1. Board's Bullying Policy.

2. Report of bullying incidents.

3. Information on the development and implementation of any bullying prevention, intervention or educ:
tion programs.
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e. Guidelines
SC 1303.1-A, Title 22, SEc. 12.3, Pol. 218
The Code of Student Conduct, which shall contain this policy, shall be disseminated annually to studer

This policy shall be accessible in every classroom. The policy shall be posted in a prominent location
within each school building and on the district web site, if available.

Education

SC 1302-A, 1303.1-A, Pol. 236

The district may develop and implement bullying prevention and intervention programs. Such progran
shall provide district staff and students with appropriate training for effectively responding to, intervenin
in and reporting incidents of bullying.

Consequences fo¥iolation

SC 1303.1-A, Pol. 218, 233

A student who violates this policy shall be subject to appropriate disciplinary action consistent with tr
Code of Student Conduct, which may include:

. Counseling within the school.

. Parental conference.

. Loss of school privileges.

. Transfer to another school building, classroom or school bus.
. Exclusion from school-sponsored activities.

. Detention.

. Suspension.

. Expulsion.

. Referral for counseling/therapy outside of school.

0. Referral to law enforcement officials.

P OO ~NO O, WNLE

References:
School Code - 24 P.S. Sec. 1302-A, 1303.1-A
State Board of Education Regulations - 22 PA Code Sec. 12.3

Board Policy - 218, 233, 236, 248
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PARKLAND SCHOOL DISTRICT
POLICIES

XVIII.  Acceptable Use of Computers, Network, Internet, Electronic Communications and Information
Systems Policy

This policy applies to, but is not limited to, the following technologies: both District and personal computers,
printers, faxes, PDASs, iPods, MP3 players, cell phones with or without Internet access, recording and/or cam
era/video equipment, beepers, paging devices, two-way radios/telephones, and laser pointers whether used
District premises, at District events, or connected to the District's network.

By logging onto computers, users agree to abide by the rules and regulations set forth in the Parkland Schoo
District Acceptable Use Policy, as well as other District policies.

Users uncertain about whether a particular use of the computer network or the Internet is appropriate should
consult a staff member.

Purpose
» Accounts provided by the District should be used for educational purposes only.

Authority

* Use of Parkland’s Information Systems igravilege, not a right.

» All resources, user accounts, and information are the property of the District and may be monitored to
insure responsible use.

» Users should expect that personal files are not private and network storage areas may be treated like
school lockers.

» Unauthorized, inappropriate or illegal activity may result in privileges being revoked and/or disciplinary
action.

Responsibility
» Parkland cannot completely block access to inappropriate materials.
» Users must practice proper etiquette, ethics and agree to the requirements of this policy.

Delegation of Responsibility
» Users must respect the rights of all other users and follow the rules established by the District, its ISP,
and local, state, and federal laws.

Guidelines

* User accounts will be used only by the authorized owners of the accounts for authorized purposes.

» Under no conditions should users give their password to anyone.

» Users have no right to expect that District information placegeosonal computers is beyond the
access of the District.

» Users’ personal technology devices brought onto District property, taken to District events, or connecte
to District networks can be accesskitlis believed a District policy has been violated or a criminal act
has been committed.

* Access to all data on, taken from, or compiled using Parkland’s Information Systems is subject to in-
spection and discipline.
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School District Limitation Liability
» Users cannot hold the District responsible for any damages incurred from the use of Parkland’s Inform
tion Systems.

Whenever users access Parkland’s Information Systems, they leave “electronic footprints” that tell network
administrators where users have been and what they have been doing. It is the users’ personal responsibility
follow the PSD Acceptable Use Policy, CIS 815. The expectation is that all users have personal integrity and
pride. Users are reminded that appropriate and ethical use of information systems will be necessary in your
college career and future workplace.

Users are prohibited from accessing Parkland’s Information Systems for illegal, inappropriate, unacceptable,
unethical purposes. THE UNABRIDGED POLICY IS AVAILABLE ON THE PSD WEBSITE; PAGE/
SECTION #S FROM THE UNABRIDGED POLICY ARE NOTED IN PARENTHESES.

Such activities include, but are not limited to, those listed below.

1. Personal Safety and Privacy

a. You will not post personal contact information about yourself or other people. Personal contact informa
tion includes your address, telephone, school address, activities, etc. (Page 11, #16; Page 14, #5a, #
Page 16, #12b)

b. You will not repost a message that was sent to you privately without permission of the person who sent
you the message. (Page 12, #4)

c. You will not use the District name or personal/private information, data, images and copyrighted materi
in a blog. (Page 11, #22; Page 16, #11a)

d. You will not meet with someone you have met online without your parents’ approval. Your parent shoulc
accompany you to this meeting. (Page 17, #12c)

e. You will not ignore inappropriate or uncomfortable messages without promptly notifying your teacher or
other school employee. (Page 2, Definitions; Page 16, #12a)

2. lllegal and Unauthorized Activities

a. You will not attempt to gain unauthorized access to Parkland’s Information System, go beyond your
authorized access by entering another person’s account number, access another person'’s files, or mis
resent another user. (Page 12, #1, #2, #3)

b. You will not deliberately attempt to disrupt the computer system or destroy data by spreading computer
viruses or by any other means. (Page 13, #1, #10)

c. You will not use District/personal technological devices to engage in any other illegal act, such as:
* Arranging for a drug sale
» Purchasing of alcohol
* Engaging in criminal gang activity
* Threatening the safety of another person (cyberbullying)
» Harassing others
* Gambling, etc.
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(Page 10, #4, #5, #7, #9; Page 11, #24; Page 12, #5)

d. You will not use District/personal technological devices to engage in any other unauthorized activities

such as:

* Engaging in commercial, for-profit or business purposes.

» Conducting unauthorized fund raising or advertising on behalf of the District’'s name.

* Reselling of District computer resources.

* Using of the District's name in any unauthorized manner that reflects negatively on the District’s
employees or students. (Page 10, #11)

* Engaging in political lobbying. (Page 10, #12)

» Installing, distributing, reproducing, or using copyrighted software on District/personal computers.
(Page 11, #13)

* Installing computer hardware, peripheral devices, network hardware or system hardware. (Page 1.
#14)

» Posting personal web pages without approval. (Page 11, #20)

* Bypassing or attempting to bypass Internet filtering software. (Page 11, #23)

* Loading, downloading, or use of unauthorized games, programs, files, or other electronic media,
including, but not limited to, downloading music files. (Page 13, #7)

3. System Security

4.

a. You will not provide your password to another person. You will take reasonable precautions to prevent
others from accessing your account.

b. You will notify a teacher or other district employee immediately if you have identified a possible security
problem. (Page 12, Access and Security Prohibitions paragraph)

c. You will not interfere or disrupt Parkland’s Information Systems by spreading viruses, worms, Trojan
horses, etc. or disabling any District security, program, or devices such as anti-spyware and virus prot
tion software. (Page 12, #6; Page 13, #1)

d. You will not intentionally destroy District computer hardware or software. (Page 13, #9, #11))

Inappropriate Language: You will not send, receive, view, download, access or transmit any inappro-
priate matter via Parkland’s Information Systems. (Page 9, #2; Page 10, #3; Page 14, #5c, #5d)

a. You will not use inappropriate language for public/private messages or material for Web pages. (Page
#3)

b. You will not use obscene, profane, lewd, vulgar, rude, inflammatory, threatening, or disrespectful lan-
guage when using Parkland’s Information Systems. (Page 4, #8; Page 10, #3)

c. You will not post information that could cause damage to or disruption of the Parkland’s Information
Systems. (Page 10, #3)

d. You will not engage in personal attacks, including prejudicial or discriminatory attacks. (Page 10, #3)

e. You will not harass another person. Harassment is persistently acting in a manner that distresses or
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annoys another person. (Page 10, #3)

f. You will not knowingly or recklessly post false or defamatory information about a person or organization.
(Page 10, #3)

5. Respecting Resource Limits

a. You will not use Parkland’s Information Systems for non-educational purposes. (Page 3, #6; Page 9, #
Page 10, #10)

b. You will not download large files unless absolutely necessary and with teacher approval. (Page 6, #6d)

c. You will not post chain letters or engage in “spamming”. Spamming is sending an annoying or unneces
sary message to a large number of people. (Page 11, #19)

d. You will not subscribe to discussion groups or mail lists that are irrelevant to your education. (Page 10,
#6, #8)

6. Plagiarism and Copyright Infringement: Appropriate citation practices must be followed. (Page 15,
#8d)

a. You will not plagiarize works that you find on the Internet. Plagiarism is taking the ideas or writings of
others and presenting them as if they were yours. (Page 15, #8d)

b. You will not violate the rights of copyright owners.
» Copyright infringement occurs when you inappropriately reproduce a work that is protected by a
copyright.
» If a work contains language that specifies appropriate use of that work, you should follow the ex-
pressed requirements.

» If you are unsure whether or not you can use a work, you should request permission from the copy
right owner.

» If you have questions ask a teacher. (Page 15, #8a)

c. Copyright violations can be a felony. (Page 15, #8b)

7. Inappropriate Access to Material

a. You will not use Parkland’s Information Systems to access material that is profane or obscene (pornogr
phy), or that advocates illegal acts, violence, or discrimination towards other people (hate literature).
(Page 5, #3; Page 10, #3)

b. You will not access or receive inappropriate information; if you do, you will immediately tell your teachel
or other school employee. (Page 2 Definitions)

Your Rights

1. Due Process
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a Parkland will cooperate fully with local, state, or federal officials in any investigation related to any
illegal activities conducted through its information systems. (Page 14, #6a)

b. Due process rights will not be violated. (Page 14, #6b)

c. Parkland may terminate users’ account privileges by providing notice. (Page 14, #6c¢)

2. Search and Seizure

a. You have no guaranteed privacy of the contents of personal files on Parkland’s Information Systems. T
situation is similar to the rights you have in the privacy of your locker. (Page 15, #7b, #7c¢)

b. Routine maintenance and monitoring of Parkland’s Information Systems may lead to discovery that you
have violated this policy or the law. (Page 14, #7a)

c. An individual search of your files will be conducted if there is reasonable suspicion that you have violate
this Policy or the law. The investigation will be reasonable and related to the suspected violation. (Pa
15, #7b)

Consequences for Inappropriate, Unauthorized and lllegal Use

1. Violations of this policy may result in disciplinary action:
* Warnings
» Usage restrictions
* Loss of privileges
* Oral or written reprimands
» Suspensions
* Expulsions
» Legal proceedings
(Page 17, #13a)

2. Violators are responsible for damages to the network, equipment, electronic communication systems and
software. (Page 17, #13b)

3. Violators will be referred to appropriate legal authorities, ISPs, local, state or federal law enforcement
agencies when necessary. (Page 4, #1; Page 17, #13c)

4. Vandalism will result in cancellation of access to Parkland’s Information Systems. (Page 17, #13d)

* A copy of the complete Parkland School District Acceptable Use Policy may be
obtained in the school’'s main office or on line alvww.parklandsd.org/AUPsummatry.htm
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Administration Center

1210 Springhouse Road < Allentown, PA 18104
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