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February 2012





Dear Parent or Guardian,





Please be advised that all third, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth and eleventh grade students in the Parkland School District will participate in the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment or PSSA during the months of March and April. The PSSA Reading, Mathematics, Writing and Science assessments will be administered between March 12, 2012 and April 27, 2012. Below are the specific testing dates for each assessment along with the grade levels that will participate in the assessment.





PSSA READING AND MATHEMATICS				GRADES 3 – 4 – 5 – 6 – 7 – 8 -11





Tuesday, March 13, 2012 to Friday, March 23, 2012		Including Make – Up Testing





PSSA WRITING							GRADES 5 – 8 – 11





Monday, April 16, 2012 to Friday, April 20, 2012			Including Make – Up Testing





PSSA SCIENCE							GRADES 4 – 8 – 11





Monday, April 23, 2012 to Friday, April 27, 2012			Including Make – Up Testing








The PSSA assessments are based on the Pennsylvania Academic Standards. As such, they are designed to assist school districts in determining the quality of their educational programs. Parents can reassure children the assessments give them an opportunity to demonstrate their learning and help teachers plan the best possible instruction for them. Additional information about the 2012 PSSA assessments follows this letter.





Please make every effort to ensure your child attends school during the testing periods listed above. In addition, we appreciate your support and encouragement for your child during the assessments. Elementary and middle school parents should feel free to contact their child’s guidance counselor if they have any questions. High school parents may direct their questions to Mr. Eric Roberts at the Parkland High School.





Sincerely,





Marjorie A. Evans





Marjorie A. Evans


Coordinator of Data, Instruction


and Federal Programs











