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     With the New Year just ahead, we 
are preparing for the 2012-2013 school 
year.  Our eighth grade students visit   
LCTI in December and visit Parkland 
High School in early January.  They 
will receive their registration sheets and 
books on January 4, 2012 to bring home 
and review with their parents.  Our sixth 
and seventh grade students will be reg-
istering online this year.  We will pro-
vide more information, via Connect Ed, 
on the online registration process. We 
hope this change will streamline our 
registration and cut down on some pa-
perwork, as we continue to go green.  
With any new initiative we expect some 
glitches, but we are working hard to 
eliminate as many of the potential prob-
lems as we can. The course selection 
process is an important process and our 
teachers, counselors and administration 
will assist our students along the way.  
Please take time to discuss the options 
with your son/daughter. 
   Although all of our schedules seem 
hectic, we hope you find time to relax 
during this Holiday Season!   
 
        Rob Holmes 
 

   HAVE A  
WONDERFUL  

HOLIDAY  
AND A  

HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 
   As is the case with most school years, 
it is hard to believe it is December and 
that we have completed two marking 
periods already.  Our students have 
worked diligently in their classes and in 
their activities.  As I take my daily 
walks through the building I witness a 
variety of lessons and student activities.  
What I appreciate most, however, is the 
strong collaboration and rapport be-
tween our teachers and students.  Not 
only does this teacher-student relation-
ship foster learning, it enables the stu-
dents and teachers to enjoy the process, 
to have a bit of fun along the way. 
   One initiative that began this process 
is displayed in our main hallway.  It is 
entitled “Climb to Success.”  Students 
were given note cards and asked to re-
spond to one of three prompts:  (1) “My 
parents can help me by …” (2) “My 
teachers can help me by …” and (3) “I 
can make myself successful by …”  
The responses the students wrote are 
impressive, and they serve as a good 
reminder to all of us who walk down 
that hall that the entire community, stu-
dents, parents, and teachers, are in-
volved and responsible for our stu-
dents’ education and success. 
   Our student activities have been in 
full gear with athletics, a fall play 
(“James and the Giant Peach”), and 
music concerts.  The students and staff 
have worked so hard and the perfor-
mances have been excellent!  We just 
held our Winter Chorus Concert at 
PHS on December 1, 
2011 and we are looking 
forward to our Orchestra 
Concert on December 
16, 2011 at 7 p.m. at 
PHS and our Band Concert on De-
cember 20, 2011 at 7 p.m. at PHS. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

     We have had a wonderful start to the 2011-2012 
school year.  Our students, staff, and parents have 
been busy in and out of the classroom. 
     Springhouse Middle School Partnership 
(SMSP) has coordinated and worked at several 
events so far this year.  The Magazine Drive, Pic-
ture Day, Enjoy the City, Box Tops and Book Fair 
are just a few of the successful events that the part-
nership has organized.  The partnership is currently 
planning Game Night and the 8th Grade Celebra-
tion. 

     With the holiday season 
approaching, students in-
volved in our music programs 
are practicing for their con-
certs.  The SMS Winter Cho-
rus Concert will be held at 7 

p.m. on Thursday, December 1st at PHS.  The 
Middle School Orchestra Con-
cert will perform at 7 p.m. in 
the PHS Auditorium on Fri-
day, December 16th.  To 
close the Winter Concert Sea-
son, the Springhouse Middle 
School Band will perform at PHS at 7 p.m. on 
Tuesday, December 20th.  The students have re-
hearsed diligently and are excited to perform. 
     Springhouse’s fall athletics have concluded.  
Our field hockey, football, cross country and girls’ 
volleyball players and coaches worked hard and 
represented our school very well; we are all very 
proud.  We now shift our attention to the winter 

sports season.  The boys and girls 
basketball season began in Novem-
ber with intramurals and is now into 
the regular season.  Weekday home 
games start at 4 p.m.  
You can check out 

our athletic schedule at Highschool-
sports.net.  Come to the games and 
cheer on your favorite SMS player! 

      

 

   The yearbook staff, headed by Ms. Grida, have 
been documenting the many exciting activities at 
SMS and compiling their efforts to produce a 
memorable yearbook! 
     The newspaper staff, headed by Mr. Schaffer 
recently published their first 
2011/2012 edition of The Timber-
wolves.  The paper was filled with 
interesting news articles about the 
staff and SMS students.  Pictures, 
puzzles and games also helped to 
round out this exceptional publica-
tion. 
     The Student Council led by Ms. 
Oplinger and Ms. Winterburn has 
been planning events for charities 
and for the enjoyment of our stu-
dents.  Our Student Council ran a 
food drive for Parkland Families in 

need and a fundraiser for Breast Can-
cer.  SMS donated $800 to the Kelly 
Rooney Foundation and $350 to the 
Breast Cancer 5K Run.  They are cur-
rently running a toy drive through 
The Salvation Army 
and organizing a “Be 

An Angel” campaign.  Our entire 
Springhouse community makes 
such a huge difference and our Stu-
dent Council is at the center of it 
all. 
     We are so proud of the accomplishments of our 
students and staff.  We look forward to even more 
learning and fun in the second half of the school 
year.  On behalf of the entire Student Activities 
Office, we wish everyone 

 

 

From:  Mrs. Bauer and Mr. Bartman 
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A SAFE AND 
HAPPY 

HOLIDAY SEASON! 
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   The Voyagers Team would like to welcome 
everyone back to Springhouse for a new and ex-
citing school year.  Upcoming team activities 
will include an awards assembly, a homeroom 
competition, and a curriculum related movie.  
Students of the month for September were Sam 
Baron, Andrea Delgado and Cody Gross.  In Oc-
tober, we recognized Erika Foose and David 
Snyder.  Finally, Rachael Shewack, Kevin Stum 
and Christina Rivera were saluted for the month 
of November.   Parents may continue to keep in 
touch with all-things Voyagers, especially quiz 
and test dates at http://www.smsvoyagers.com.  
In addition, feel free to monitor your son/
daughter’s progress through the Home Access 
Center (HAC). 
   Our Voyagers have been busy working hard in 
Mrs. Serina’s Language Arts class.  
All students have been focusing o 
reading comprehension strategies 
and critical thinking skills, engag-
ing in an intensive grammar study, 
and taking an interactive and fun 
look at figurative language.  In addition, students 
have been working on improving their writing 
skills, particularly with the five-paragraph essay.  
Thus far, students have created and revised a 
personal narrative and a persuasive piece.  After 
Thanksgiving break, our Voyagers will engage 
in a cross-curricular text-based expository piece 
in conjunction with Mr. Gigler’s 
Civics class.  The Language Arts / 
Civics cross-curricular study will 
continue as class debates will 
soon take center stage with each 
student being graded on their per-
suasion and oral presentation skills. 
   In Mr. Gigler’s Civics class, students are now 
Constitution scholars after completing their first 
unit on society and the government along with a 
short unit on the Bill of Rights.  Recently, stu-
dents studied the three branches of the federal 
government.  Currently, students are learning the 
roles of state and local government.  Students in 

GHP sections are also conducting research for 
their History Day projects. 
   In Mr. Clee’s Algebra 2 
class, students expanded upon 
their existing knowledge of 
equations and radicals and be-
gan their study of complex 
numbers.  After a brief review 
of operations with signed numbers, the Algebra 
1 classes learned to solve one-variable equa-
tions.    In Pre-Algebra, students learned to 
solve equations and inequalities. 
   Mrs. Adamson’s science classes began with 
our Environmental Science supplemental text 
for a study of environmental issues that connect 
to our physical science units.  
Examples include chemical cy-
cles in nature and energy re-
sources.  We then moved into 
our Physical Science books with 
a review of the Scientific Meth-
od.  Next we dove into our phys-
ics topics with a study of “Matter in Motion,” 
including velocity, acceleration, friction and 
gravity.  The next chapter, “Forces in Motion,” 
deals with Newton’s Laws of Motion and relat-

ed topics.  Students in  
G/HP classes should now 
have an approved research 
plan for their Science Fair 
projects, indicated by a 
signed Form 1—Checklist for 
Adult Sponsor.  They have 

two months to run experiments and record their 
data.  Students should remember to record all 
work, changes and results in their Science Fair 
log book.  Experiments should be completed 
and all data should be recorded by January 
20, 2012.  

Keep up the good work, 
Voyagers!!! 
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From:  VOYAGERS: 



 Dear Parents: 

SIXTH GRADE PARENTS:   
Just a reminder that all 6th grade stu-
dents need a physical exam this year.    
If you need a form, please call or stop in 
my office or download one from the 
Parkland website. 

 

 

 

 

 

           
SEVENTH GRADE PARENTS: 

Just a reminder that all 7th grade stu-
dents need a dental exam this year.  If 
you need a dental card, please call or 
stop in my office or download one from 
the Parkland website.  Also, new  im-
munizations are required—see below. 

 
 
 
 

Page 4 

FROM:  MRS. COSTIGAN, NURSE’S OFFICE 

CONNECTOR 

DON’T WAIT ….. VACCINATE NOW! 
The PA Department of Health is changing the immunization requirements for 
ALL  children in ALL grades for the 2011-2012 school year. 
 
CHILDREN ENTERING K-12 WILL NEED DOCUMENTATION OF THE 
FOLLOWING: 
 4 DOSES OF TETANUS (1 dose on or after the 4th birthday) 
 4 DOSES OF DIPHTHERIA (1 dose on or after the 4th birthday) 
 3 DOSES OF POLIO 
 2 DOSES OF MEASLES 
 2 DOSES OF MUMPS (usually given as MMR) 
 1 DOSE OF RUBELLA (German measles) 
 3 DOSES OF HEPATITIS B 
 2 DOSES OF VARICELLA (chickenpox) vaccine or history of disease. 
 
CHILDREN ENTERING 7TH GRADE IN 2011-2012 WILL ALSO NEED 
DOCUMENTATION OF: 
 
 1 DOSE OF Tdap (if 5 years has elapsed since last tetanus) 
 1 DOSE OF MCV (meningococcal conjugate vaccine) 
 
NOTIFICATIONS HAVE BEEN MAILED HOME!  THESE REQUIRE-
MENTS ARE TO BE COMPLETED BY MAY 6, 2012 IN ORDER TO 
AVOID EXCLUSION. 
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 Pachelbel Canon, For Unto Us from Messiah, 
and with drum set, Mannheim Steamroller Joy 
to the World, Rhythmic Snapshots of Christ-
mas, and Rock You Merry Gentlemen. 
   7th and 8th Grade Orchestra will perform the 
following Holiday Pop songs:  Sleigh Bells Jin-
gling, Little St. Nick, recorded by the Beach 
Boys, and Merry Christmas Darling, recorded 
by The Carpenters.  In celebration of Hanuk-
kah, we will play Festival of Lights.  Other se-
lections include The Nutcracker in about 3 
minutes, a medley consisting of all 
of the famous dances from the Nut-
cracker, Moon of Winter, Canadian 
Huron carol, and Let There Be 
Peace on Earth. 

All of the middle school orches-
tras are busy practicing for the 
annual Holiday Concert on Fri-

day, December 16th at Parkland High School 
at 7:00 PM. 
   6th Grade orchestra selections include:  
Angels We Have Heard on High, Dance of 
the Reed Flutes from The Nutcracker, Two 
medleys, Make a Joyful Noise, which con-
sists of Joy to the World, and Ode to Joy, 
and Tis the Season, which consists of Deck 
the Halls and Good King Wenceslas.  In cele-
bration of Hanukah, we will play Spin 
Dreidel Spin. 
   Honors Orchestra will perform the follow-
ing:  Winter from Vivaldi’s Four Seasons,   

   All bands will have their concert 
on Tuesday, December 20 at 
Parkland High School at 7 pm.    
The 6th Grade Band will be per-
forming All for Chanukah, Jingle 
Bell Rock, Feliz Navidad, Dona 
Nobis Pacem, African Noel, and Moves Like 
Jagger.   
   The 7th and 8th Grade Band will be perform-
ing You’re A Mean One, Mr. Grinch; Chanukah 
Joy, Parade of the Wooden Soldiers, Let Heav-
en and Nature Sing, Angels We Have Hear on 
High, and Party Rock Anthem.  
   Jazz Band minor will be performing White 
Christmas, Rock the Halls, Joy To The World, 
and Hark, the Herald Angels Rock. 
   Jazz Band Major will be performing Santa Ba-
by, Satin Doll, Silver Bells, and We Wish You A 
Merry Christmas. 
   Come out and support your bands! 
         
       

 HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM 
                       THE 
         SPRINGHOUSE BANDS!  
       

    
     
It’s been a busy start to 
the year for the SMS 
Chorus!  The Winter 
Concert was held on December 1 at 
Parkland High School and all the 
students involved did a great job.   
  Later this month, the SMS 
Chorale will also be performing at 
the Christkindlmarkt Festival in 
Bethlehem and at the Parkland High 
School Sr. Citizens Dinner. 
 Mark your calendars—the 
Spring Concert is on Monday, May 
7, at Parkland High School. 
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         FROM:  MRS. REILLY, ORCHESTRA 

FROM:  MR. TULLY, BAND                FROM:  MS. PRALL, MUSIC 



The Aviator Team would like to welcome 
everyone back to SMS for a new and challenging 
school year.  Aviators participated in several ex-
citing activities over the past few months includ-
ing an Aviators awards assembly, our first team 
homeroom competition, and the distribution of 
our “Aviator Attire.”  Students of the month for 
September were Alexandra Deitrich, Jennifer De-
Sanctis and Shrijay Patel.  In October, we recog-
nized Rebecca Schubach, Kayla Flewelling and 
Alec Gayner.  In November, we named Raquel 
Herrera, Ridhi Mehta and Dontae Oliver.  Parents 
may continue to keep in touch with Aviator news, 
especially quiz and test dates, at http://
psdweb.parklandsd.org/aviators. 

In Ms. Yudt’s Algebra 2 clas-
ses, students expanded upon their exist-
ing knowledge of equations and radi-
cals, and explored the world of com-
plex numbers.  We have since moved 
onto exponents, polynomials, and factoring.  In 
Pre-Algebra, students worked with rational and 
real numbers, and then moved onto solving pro-
portions.  In all classes, we align our curriculum 
to real-life examples as well as to the PSSA and 
the SAT to show that math is everywhere!  Sever-
al of our Aviator students achieved perfect home-
work in math during the first and second marking 
periods and will earn the ten-point bonus at the 
end of the marking period.  Congratulations to our 
hard-working Aviators!  Check out http://
psdweb.parklandsd.org/yudt for daily home-
work and math help websites.  Keep up the 
GREAT work, Aviators! 

As the second marking period comes to an 
end, Mrs. Hege’s Algebra I and Geometry classes 
are in full swing.  Algebra 1 students began the 
year with a review of basic computation skills.   
They were reminded that these calculations can be 
performed without the use of a calculator!  Re-
cently we have been hard at work solving equa-
tions and inequalities.  In the upcoming weeks, we 
will begin working on linear functions.  Geometry 

students began the year 
learning basic geometry terms.  Currently we are 
working on a unit about congruent triangles. 

In Mr. Leach and Mrs. Gackenbach’s Civ-
ics classes, the students have learned about their 
government and the election of government offi-
cials.  The students have focused 
on our recent November elec-
tions and wrote an essay in con-
junction with Language Arts 
about the qualities of a good 
President.  Students involved 
with History Day have been 
working on a thesis statement and bibliography. 

In Mr. Bauer and Mr. Minarovic’s Science 
classes, the students worked on Lab Equipment and 
Lab Safety.  Also, classes discussed the Scientific 
Method along with Environmental 
Science.  Stu- dents involved in 
Science Fair are continuing to work 
towards the Feb- ruary fair. 

Mrs. Gerould, Mrs. O’Neill, and Miss 
Godiska’s Language Arts classes have been busy 
focusing on reading comprehension strategies and 
critical thinking skills and have been engaging in 
an intensive grammar study.  Lan-
guage Arts classes are reading a se-
lection of short stories while review-
ing literary terms.  Students have 
recently written both a narrative and cross-
curricular expository essay.  Language Arts stu-
dents also participated in “We Love a Parade:  A 
creative, Persuasive Writing Project” in which stu-
dents designed a new balloon for the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade, created a PowerPoint 
presentation and wrote a persuasive letter to the 
parade coordinator convincing her that their bal-
loon should be chosen for next year’s line-up!  In 
addition, students continue to work on expanding 
their vocabularies by taking part in various word-
play activities in conjunction with the Sadlier-
Oxford Vocabulary Series.  

 

 SMS SCIENCE FAIR 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2012—7:00-8:30 PM  
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  FROM:  THE AVIATORS 

CONNECTOR 
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skills.  All students continue 
to work hard in class and 
have been utilizing Study 
Island to prepare themselves 
for the PSSA tests.  This program is an ex-
tra added workload for the students, but it 
truly will help them be successful.     
   The Sharks have enjoyed a great start to 
the school year and we are looking forward 
to their continued success.  
 
*********************************** 
 
THIRD MARKING PERIOD ENDS: 
 
 WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 2012 
 
 
      REPORT CARDS GO HOME: 
 
  WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2012 
 
 

 

 Sixth grade gifted students started the 
year digging into archaeology!  As an 
introduction to the subject and to each 
other, students made artifacts to repre-
sent themselves.  Students then learned 

the characteristics that all cultures share, and how 
cultures express those characteristics in a unique 
fashion.  With that information under their belts, 
students created their own original culture based on 
a theme, complete with artifacts.  After developing a 
new culture, students will trade their artifacts with 
another class to excavate and discover the mysteries 
of a new culture. 

Upon completion of the archaeology 
unit, students will begin a mousetrap 
car project as part of an engineering 
unit.  Students will first learn the 
basic physics behind constructing a 
car powered by a mousetrap.  Their 
next task will be to design a blueprint of a mouse-
trap car that they think will travel at least ten me-
ters.  While students construct cars based on their 
blueprints and make improvements to their cars, 
they will keep a journal of their progress.  Finally, 
we will test the cars as a class to see how far they 
can travel.   
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FROM:  SHARKS 

FROM:  Mrs. Best—Sixth Grade Enrichment 

It is difficult to believe that the holiday season 
is  upon us. The Shark students have been 
working very hard and we are looking forward 
to their continued effort throughout the rest of 
the year.   
   In all of the core subjects, the students have 
been learning about and discuss-
ing important curricular con-
cepts. In Social Studies the stu-
dents have finished a unit on the 
study of world cultures and are 
presently studying about the his-
tory of Pennsylvania. 
   In Science class, the students just completed 
units on cells and the microscope and the class 
will soon be starting genetics..    
    In  the  Math and Algebra 
classes, students have been 
working on fractions and deci-
mals, algebraic equations and 
have been preparing for the Keystone Exam. 
    In Language Arts the students are continu-
ing to work on their grammar skills and they 
have also begun a unit on Literature.  Students 
are also continuing to develop their vocabulary  
and are continuing to develop their vocabulary 



including construction of a DNA model.
 In social studies, Mr. Palazzo is cur-
rently winding down the unit on Geography.  

Moving ahead, we approach 
the third marking period 
with anticipation, looking 
forward to our unit on Penn-
sylvania.  For GHP students 

participating in National History Day, the 
annotated bibliography is due this week, 
while the first typed draft of the process pa-
per is due the week of December 19th.  Re-
member, projects will be exhibited January 
11th.  We are looking forward to fantastic 
projects from our Piranhas! 
        Finally, in Language Arts, Mrs. Stei-
gerwalt and the students have learned so 
much already about grammar, vocabulary, 
and works of literature.  We recently fin-
ished our unit on short stories, and are now 
diligently working through 
our unit on Charles Dick-
ens’s famous work, “A 
Christmas Carol.”  After 
the winter break, we will 
be studying a more mod-
ern novel, The Giver, by Lois Lowry.  Be-
tween our reading, vocabulary, grammar, 
and writing, language arts is certainly a busy 
place! 
        The Piranhas would like to congratu-
late those students who have been honored 
as students of the month to this point: 
 September:  Ibrahim Hajdar and  
                              Ceren Ozcan 
 October:  Christopher Lehmen and 
                           Sunayana Jampanaboyana 
 November:  Nolan Weinlader and  
           Nicole Nesland 

including construction of a 
DNA model.  Coming soon 
— Astronomy!  It’ll be out 
of this world. 

In Social Studies, we 
are currently winding down 
our unit on Geography.  
Moving ahead we approach 

The Piranha Team’s year has had a 
fantastic year so far.  It’s hard to believe 
that the winter holidays are quickly ap-
proaching.  I am sure you are all looking 
forward to spending time with your fami-
lies; we so appreciate that you share your 
children with us each day! 

In math, we welcomed a new Pira-
nha teacher, Miss Kate Alford, to our 
team.  Under her direction, pre-algebra 
students conquered the art of solving 
equations and inequalities, graphing, and 
the world of integers.  They have been 
working hard, but playing review games 
to help them learn each new concept as 
well!  Algebra I students learned the ins 
and outs of proportions, absolute value, 
and complex equations.  They have shown 
their mastery of the curriculum through 
high grades and excellent scores o their 
Algebra 1 benchmark exams. 
     In the world of Science, Mr. Mahmood 
started the year by covering measurement 
and the Scientific Method, and we did a 
lab activity figuring out which brand of 
paper towel absorbs the most water.  In 
October, the GHP students started work-
ing diligently on their Science Fair pro-
jects.  We then all began learning about 
the characteristics of living things and the 

discovery of cells, from a vari-
ety of subjects.  Next, we 
learned about all the different 
parts of a cell by role-playing.  
The students expressed a great 
deal of creativity with their cell 

posters!  We’re spending December learn-
ing about how characteristics are inherited 
by studying Genetics.  We have a lot more 
fun activities planned in the near future, 
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Team Thunder has been off to a booming start to 
the 2011-2012 school year.  We have been enthusi-
astically learning many remarkable topics across 
the board in all content areas.  In addition, our team 
has had the opportunity to venture outside of the 
Springhouse walls for a field trip along with many 
various assemblies and team activities. 
   In social studies, Team Thunder has been very 
busy planning the part of historian, archeologist, 
and even rulers of our very own 
civilizations.  We traveled back 
to the stone ages.  We depicted 
what we learned through cave 
paintings using our own home-
made natural paintbrushes.  After reading the book 
Weslandia, we were inspired to create our very 
own civilization.  Next we’ll be making our way to 
ancient Mesopotamia to learn about the world’s 
first civilization. 
   Math has proven to be challenging so far, but 
have no fear … Team Thunder is here!  We can 
handle any- thing that Math 
throws at us; hands on equa-
tions, algebra, decimals, the met-
ric system … we have met all 
of these topics and defeated them 
head on!  Team Thunder 
has the help of our secret weapon, Study Island, to 
help us succeed. 
   Science has been truly a learning experience so 
far this year for all.  With a new challenging curric-
ulum, we have been discussing Water and the At-
mosphere.  Chapter 1 had us being doused with the 
water cycle.  Chapter 2 allowed us to dive into the 
ocean to learn about currents, tides, and various 
organisms.  Chapter 3 sent us up into atmosphere 

to see how the earth’s outer layers 
protect us.  Look out Ed Hannah, 
next chapter will have Team Thun-
der producing their own weather 
forecasts for this dangerous winter 
ahead. 

   Language arts class has introduced a plethora of 

new concepts, many of which we 
complete on a daily basis.  DGP (Daily Grammar 
Practice) focuses on different aspects of grammar 
and has students completing tasks for each given 
day of the week.  We will individually study each 
of the 8 parts of speech (one per month) throughout 
the course of the year.  We have already mastered 
nouns, pronouns, and adjectives!  Look out … 
they’re ready and waiting to correct you!  We are 
well on our way in terms of vocabulary as well.  
Students are beginning to implement these new 
words into their daily vocabulary, and they are ea-
ger to find these words in their reading and studies.  
Finding these words earns points towards their 
weekly table team incentives.  Team Thunder has 
pulled together the subjects of 
reading and writing by drafting a 
five paragraph essay on our re-
cently completed novel, 
Drumms, Girls, and Dangerous 
Pie. 
   Along with reading this class favorite, we have 
also been reading many interesting short stories in 
our Literature Anthology.  Reading class also con-
sists of highlighting the importance of reading 
skills and how to implement them into all of our 
studies.  We have already learned how to think met 
cognitively, use our schema, and make inferences 
while reading.  Team Thunder still has many more 
exciting “thinking strategies” left to learn that will 
help us to be active readers.  Last, but not least … 
keep on reading those ARP books.  This serves as a 
monthly reading grade and is accompanied by a 
mini project.  An added bonus … the more ARP 
books you read, the better chance you have of mak-
ing it to the highly anticipated ARP auction in 
May! 
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FROM:  TEAM THUNDER 



Surf’ up!  Team Tornadoes has been busy explor-
ing the ocean depths for our Oceans and Water 
Units.  We have been experimenting with salinity 
and the differences in density between salt water 
and fresh water.  Recently the students created bro-
chures to advertise their Undersea Lodges and Sub-
mersibles.  Anyone need a vacation?  We just 
wrapped up studying about our Atmosphere...who 
knew there were so many layers!?!  Next time 
someone asks us why the sky is blue, we’ll have 
the correct answer!  Now we are ready for more 
scientific discoveries that lie ahead! 
   Algebra anyone?  We started the year off con-
quering algebraic equations in Surf’ up!  Team 
Tornadoes has been busy exploring the ocean 
depths for our Oceans and Water Units.  We have 
been experimenting with salinity and the differ-
ences in density between salt water and fresh wa-
ter.  Recently the students created brochures to ad-
vertise their Undersea Lodges and Submersibles.  
Anyone need a vacation?  We just wrapped up 
studying about our Atmosphere...who knew there 
were so many layers!?!  Next time someone asks 
us why the sky is blue, we’ll have the correct an-
swer!  Now we are ready for more scientific dis-
coveries that lie ahead! 
   Algebra anyone?  We started the year off con-
quering algebraic equations in mathematics class.  
We began with the Hands-On Equations unit in 
order to prepare us for the paper and pencil meth-
od.  Wow, algebra requires a lot of steps!  Then we 
jumped right into decimals and fractions, and Team 
Tornadoes really put their minds to the test!  We 
took our problem solving skills and put them to 
work double time when we conquered the combi-
nation of fractions AND algebra!  Math is 3y + 2 x 
worth of fun! 
   Got books?  We’ve found that reading can be 
contagious!  Team Tornadoes began the year with 
a book buffet, and we have enjoyed some great 
read alouds so far that have allowed us to laugh, 
wonder, and imagine together.  We read a non-
fiction piece about tornadoes and watched the 

. 
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FROM:  THE TORNADOES 

CONNECTOR 

 
 
 

SPRINGHOUSE YEARBOOK 
 
 

Don’t forget to order your yearbook by De-
cember 31st  for the best price of the year - 
www.jostensyearbooks.com.  We would also 
appreciate if you would share your photos 
from SMS events to possibly be included in the 
yearbook!  Log on to: images.jostens.com.            
Enter Login ID:  400133912  Password:  pride 

   Miss Steele’s and Ms.  
Reinhard’s classes have been 
digging into social studies concepts, literally.  We 
began the school year studying archaeology.  We 
had a blast excavating chocolate chips from cookies.  
Got milk?  Next we learned about the Ice Age and 
the Stone Ages.  Miss Steele’s class created plant 
and animal domestication projects.  Would anyone 
like a pet woolly mammoth?  Ms. Reinhard’s class 
participated in a simulated archaeological dig and 
played the roles of food gatherers and food produc-
ers.  Too bad about that drought Thursday farmers!  
Now we are off to the Fertile Crescent—
Mesopotamia—the land between the rivers. 
   Team Tornadoes has really blown us away by get-
ting the year off to a fine start!  We would especially 
like to congratulate our students of the month:   
September—Jake Nimeh, October—Jenna Leonzi 
and November—Kara Fagerstrom!! 



    VOL UME 12—ISSUE 1  

Where has the time gone?  It seemed 
just like yesterday that our sixth graders start-
ed on their exploration into the realm of mid-
dle school.  We would like to applaud all stu-
dents in making a smooth transition to 
Springhouse Middle School and Team Bliz-
zard.  Each day has been a pleasure! 

In math, both of Miss Rohrbach’s clas-
ses began their math exploration venturing 
through the “Number Toolbox.”  Here is 
where we encountered our dear Aunt Sally 
and the world of exponents.  From there, we 
moved to the ominous-sounding topic of alge-
bra.  When turned into a game with simple 
rules, Algebra turned out not to be so scary 
after all.  Both teachers were amazed at how 
our mathematicians took on the challenge of 
hands-on algebra.  Many of the students re-
quested more of a challenge; they went 
above and beyond what was expected of 
them.  Next, onto decimals and the metric 
system where we will discover that “Kyle 
Hates Dates Because Dates Cost Money!”  
Don’t forget to ask them all about Kyle. 

In science, students started off by 
learning about the Scientific Method.  At-
tempting to think like scientists, we explore 
the water cycle and went on to discover the 
bottom of the ocean.  From the depths of the 
ocean, we soared into the atmosphere.  
While studying the atmosphere, each class 
created atmospheric flip books.  The books 
outlined the many aspects of the atmosphere, 
each class created atmospheric flip books.  
The books outlined the many aspects of the 
atmosphere and created some interesting 
mnemonic devices to remember their order. 
(The Science Man Is Expecting Thunder!)  
Hmmm, do you see a pattern with the use of 
mnemonics? 

After learning in Social Studies what 
historians, geographers, and archaeologists 
do, we began our travels back in time.  First 
stops on our trip were the Paleolithic, Meso-
lithic, and Neolithic eras.  In Social Studies, 
we all learned the migration pattern of early 

humans and the backbone of our 
social studies curriculum.  Using 
our newly gained knowledge of 
civilizations, Team Blizzard will eventually create 
new civilizations!  From the Stone Age to Hunt-
ers and Gatherers, we have migrated to Meso-
potamia.  Our Journeys through ancient cultures 
will continue...the next stop is Egypt!   

Everyone has been busy in language 
arts.  Each class has been practicing daily gram-
mar, vocabulary, and working on poetry.  For 
Veterans’ Day each student created and shared 
a beautiful Haiku.  Their insight for these haikus 
made us so very proud.  From poetry we are 
moving ahead into essay writing.  As in social 
studies, reading class has been full of different 
types of adventures!  We have rescued a stray, 
freed a seal, and even set sail on the Titanic!  
Students actually became passengers on the 
Titanic and did a fantastic job on their daily logs 
of that fateful trip.  We are now hard at work on 
the novel, Number the Stars by Lois Lowry.  Stu-
dents will be very busy as they learn about how 
different literary devices are utilized throughout 
this novel.  As one can see, there is no stopping 
Team Blizzard! 

 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

ABSENTEE HOTLINE 
610-351-5900—EXT. 66711 

                  
SPRINGHOUSE MIDDLE 

SCHOOL 
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FROM:  THE BLIZZARDS 

 



The Springhouse Body Shop team represents the 
areas of Health and Physical Education and Family 
and Consumer Science.   
   In Health and Physical Education the sessions are 
set-up in twelve-week intervals.  All students at 
Springhouse have completed the Health portion of the 
curriculum during the first 12 weeks of school, this 

ended December 7.  The Physical Educa-
tion portion of the curriculum is proceed-
ing for the remainder of the school year.  
In Health, students studied the different 
body systems.  In Physical Education, stu-
dents will participate in a variety of sport 

activities including fitness testing.  Fitness-Wellness 
letters will be sent home towards the end of the 
school year. 
   In Family & consumer Science sessions are set-up 
in three-week intervals.  In Family & 
Consumer Science students will study 
the areas of food, nutrition, and consum-
er resources.   In the consumer resource 
area students conclude the area with a 

class project.  In 6th grade the project is a bean bag, 
in 7th grade the students create a pillow and in 8th 
grade students make a draw string bag. 
   In the beginning of the school year, each student 
received a Body Shop Brochure intro-
ducing these subjects.  In the brochure 
is a 5-point bonus coupon.  The coupon 
can be used in Health, Physical Educa-
tion, or Family & Consumer Science 
towards their grade points. 
 

 In art class the students have been working on some 
terrific projects.  Sixth graders have been learning 
about watercolor and practicing watercolor tech-
niques.  They’ve created some beautiful paintings.  
We are very proud of them! 
   Seventh graders have completed “stained glass” 
paintings.  The 7th grade art classes learned about 
stained glass and composed their own designs incor-
porating either geometric shapes or personal symbols 
for coping mechanisms.  Then the 7th graders learned 
about relief sculpture and are creating their own cop-
per foil sculptures with many wonderful results. 
   Eighth graders worked hard to finish their colored 
pencil Star sculptures or Wolf drawings.  They did a 
super job.  Then the 8th grade classes went on to clay!   
Learning joining, carving and hand molding tech-
niques, the students are really getting the idea of how 
to use form to create a work of art! 
 

   All grades have been sketching in their sketch-
books in order to fine tune their drawing skills. 
   The month of November  featured a display of 
Springhouse student’s art in the board room at 
the Parkland Administration Building. 
   And don’t miss our Annual SMS Art show … 
scheduled for 

MARCH 6, 2012!! 
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    Two marking periods down and our students are 
pros at finding the shortcuts to classrooms and jug-
gling more and different classes.  We’re pleased 
with the way our team has made the transition to 
middle school.  Keep up the good work! 
   In math, our brain cells got a workout.  Chapter 
1 was a review of basic math concepts (whole num-
ber operations, place value, and variable expres-
sions).  Next we headed into integers and hands-on 
equations, a fun and active way to learn algebraic 
concepts.  We’re wrapping up our unit on decimals 
right now. 
   We kicked off the year by exploring what “real 
reading” is versus “fake reading,” and what kinds 
of strategies we need to use to be 
active readers.  We are focusing 
on a reading strat- egy each month 
and using what we know about met-
acognition, sche- ma, connections, 
and inferring as we read stories in our Literature 
Anthology and novels.  We’ve also been fine-tuning 
our time-management skills in order to get our 
monthly ARP book projects done on time. 
   In science we jumped into the new middle school 
curriculum with both feet.   The first theme, Water 
and the Atmosphere, including studying the water 
cycle and water table.  Our trip to the Wildlands 
Conservancy for Water Days was a great way for 
us to go out and observe nature in our own back-
yard, plus learn about topics we’ve been studying 
in class.  We headed into the study of fresh and 
saltwater habitats, which culminated in our ocean-
ography projects and reports.  (Mr. Kutteroff’s 
room looked very fishy.)  We’re finishing up with a 
study of the atmosphere. 
   We’ve been working on techniques that will boost 
the quality of our writing, focusing on elaboration 
and strengthening our revising skills.  All of these 
will help us as we head into writing longer five-
paragraph essays.  We’re also having fun using vo-
cabulary words from our orange book in our writ-
ing assignments and our discussions in class.  Our 

daily dose of grammar 
comes via a purple 
folder labeled DGP 
(daily grammar practice). Slowly but surely 
we’re making sense out of predicates, clauses, 
and adverbial phrases. 
   Our trek back in time brought us up close 
and personal with woolly mammoths 
and Otzi, the Stone Age mummy.  
After finishing our unit on the Stone 
Age, we moved on to the first civiliza-
tion, Mesopotamia, which is present 
day Iraq and Iran.  We’ll be able to 
make many connections between 
what we hear in the news and the places and 
people we’re studying. 
   Don’t forget to check our websites to keep in 
touch with team news, test dates and long-term 
assignments.  We encourage parents to check 
assignment books and initial them at least once 
a week.  Also, be sure to check HAC on-line to 
stay up to date with grades.  Thanks for all 
your support and help on the home front.  And 
last, but never least, please congratulate our 
students of the month:  Allie Bianco 
(September), Jessica Bossons (October) and 
Nicholas Wertman (November).  Congratula-
tions as well to our team Student Council rep-
resentatives, Mackenzie Snyder and James 
Kim. 

                 Mrs. Nelson and Mr. Kutteroff 

 

CongratulaƟons!! 
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    Category 6 Hurricanes are moving fast and furi-
ous through the first half of the year.  We have 
learned to handle the added responsibilities of sixth 
grade and will continue to step up our level of re-
sponsibility and independence.  Our students of the 
month were Julia Buchman, Cole Wetherhold, and 
Alexia Medero.  Way to Go Hurricanes!  Keep up 
the great effort! 
We started off our science studies looking at water 
and atmosphere.  A quick trip to the Wildlands 
Conservancy helped to enhance this unit of study.  
Students took part in all types of water day activi-
ties.  Additionally, students created posters to rep-
resent the ocean floor and waves.  Ocean habitats 
were studied and students created their own marine 
animals and food web posters.  We will continue to 
discover Earth’s atmosphere in our upcoming unit 
as well as our favorite unit storms and weather. 
What’s been happening in Language Arts?  Read-
ing, writing, grammar, and vocabulary!  Hurricanes 
have been creating some fabulous vocabulary pro-
jects to enhance each unit.  Vocabulary ads, word 
detective games, vocabulary sorts and more.  Each 
week students work on fun daily reviews and then 
at the end of the week they take part in a Fun Fri-
day review game. 
Our novel study, Girls, Drums, and Dangerous Pie, 
has the students completely enthralled.  We started 
off the unit with drum circles, a friendly game of 
dodge ball and the Charlie Brown video which 
gave the children a look into childhood leukemia.  
Additionally, we were pleased to have Dr. Risch 
present a wonderful PowerPoint and discussion 
also related to leukemia.  Ask a Hurricane about 
this heart warming story.  ARP is ongoing and stu-
dents developed outstanding text set projects.  Sev-
eral story elements were explored and the “novel 
bags” with items were presented.  Students are test-
ing daily and working toward the end of the year 
auction.  Remember they need 100 points as well 
as a 70% comprehension score. 
In Social Studies we have moved on from map 
skills to our studies of past civilizations.  All  Hur-

ricanes are dissecting 
world maps to become 
the geography champion who will challenge Mr. 
Quinn in a one on one battle for the championship.  
All Hurricane’s created their own journal entry and 
displayed in the form of cave painting.  We have 
some very creative cave painters which are not eas-
ily done with stones and sticks!  The Hurricane’s 
will soon be setting their course from the Stone 
Age, a time Mrs. Schneider went to high school, to 
early civilizations such as Mesopotamia and Egypt. 
Our math endeavors continue to progress at a 
steady pace.  The Hurricane’s have been develop-
ing the basics of Algebra terminology and have 
done very well in the early stages of this content.  
We will continually revisit concepts learned in the 
early stages of the year so it is always a best prac-
tice to review prior lessons.  We will be encounter-
ing the beauty of fractions in the near future.  A 
suggestion from Hurricane Quinn is to practice 
your basic facts.  This can be done on 
www.brainpop.com or on Study Island or other 
websites which were distributed to the students. 
It has been our pleasure to work with our students 
as we continue to see growth on a daily basis in all 
facets of sixth grade.  We would like to thank our 
parents for working hard with their children and 
making this transition to Springhouse a smooth and 
successful one. 
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  All students started the year with an in-
troduction to Parkland’s Acceptable Use 
Policy through the use of a PowerPoint 
and were engaged in a detailed class 
discussion.  Students were given de-
scriptions of acceptable use, conse-
quences for unacceptable use and pro-
cedures for responding to unsafe or in-
appropriate online situations.  Different 
activities were completed by each grade 
level to reinforce appropriate technology 
use. 
 
Grade 6:   
This year we introduced a new web-
based keyboarding program, called Edu-
Typing.  The curriculum introduces new 
keys by rows where students first learn 
the middle row, then the top row, and the 
bottom row of the keyboard.  The content 
is designed with a strong focus on sight 
and high frequency words.  Advantages 
of EduTyping are that it gives instant 
feedback on accuracy and speed and 
makes the typing experience fun and en-
gaging for students with 13 different 
games.  Sixth grade students are busy 
practicing their keyboarding technique 
and making excellent progress in com-
pleting their lessons. 
 
Grade 7: 
September started the school year with a 
creative project called “Who Am I?”  
Each student wrote a nine-line poem de-
scribing themselves, their fears, feelings 
and things they would like to see.  To il-
lustrate their poem, students created a 
self-portrait using the “Paint” drawing 
program. 
     Students completed various word pro-
cessing/formatting activities and devel-
oped a “How To” guide in PowerPoint 
illustrating step-by-step directions on dif-
ferent concepts/commands in Microsoft  

Word.  Next, students will be learning the basics 
of Excel which will enable them to create and edit 
worksheets and charts. 
 
Grade 8: 
Some eighth grade students designed their own 
“myPhones” in Microsoft Word, choosing 
graphics or “apps” that are relevant to their lives 
and represent themselves in some way.  The di-
versity of the myPhones speaks to the creativity 
and special interests of our student population.   
   Other students have started to work in the new 
curriculum of Google Apps.  Classes used the 
Drawing function in the Docs program to design a 
totem pole to represent their individual traits.  The 
totem pole is comprised of Shapes, WordArt, 
Text Boxes, and Arrows.  Creativity and docu-
ment sharing are key components to the lesson. 
   Students have been busy working on a variety 
of Excel activities.  Lessons include editing and 
formatting spreadsheets, creating charts and us-
ing formulas. 
    Using the Career Cruising website, students 
will complete an interactive career interest inven-
tory which provides them with a list of possible 
occupations.  This activity allows students to see 
how their interests relate to career choices.  Sur-
veys will be used in conjunction with the Guid-
ance Office to assist in 9th grade course registra-
tion. 
   Students are currently being introduced to 
Google Apps which is an online tool for word pro-
cessing, spreadsheets, presentations, forms and 
drawings.  The advantages of using these tools 
are that they provide anytime, anywhere access, 
auto-save and revision history and the ability to 
share instantly and collaborate online in real time.  
Throughout the year students will be creating var-
ious projects utilizing all of these apps. 
 
  
(Continued on Page 17) 
Study Island:                          
 



    Sixth grade has been a whirlwind, no—a total 
wave– of activity so far!  In Social Studies we got 
some basics under our belt and then traveled all the 
way back to the Stone Ages.  One of the highlights 
was creating our own cave painting and getting to 
experience the difficulty of life as a hunter-gatherer 
(or farmer if you were lucky!).  Before moving on to 
the first civilization, we had the opportunity to create 
our own civilizations with some very creative themes 
and elements.  While learning about the first civiliza-
tion of Mesopotamia we held our own Hammurabi’s 
court and also read about the difficulties of life for an 
Assyrian soldier. 
   We have already covered a lot of ground in math 
this year!  After some review of 
concepts like order of opera-
tions, place value, and  proper-
ties of numbers, we dove right 
into algebra.  Hands-On-
Equations was a fun way to 
“see” how algebraic equations 
are solved.  After that, we tackled traditional algebra-
ic equations, decimals, and then fractions.  The Prob-
lem of the Day is there to help keep the cobwebs off 
of the earlier concepts and the Problem of the Week 
offers a challenge to all who are brave enough to at-
tempt it!  Finally, we have our Study Island math as-
signments which keeps the math muscles toned and 
ready for any standardized testing that comes our 
way.  
      Surfing the Language Arts Tidal Wave has been 
fun and challenging!  In grammar, we “hang ten” 
with nouns, verbs, and adjectives!  Vocabulary, Dai-

ly Language Review, and Daily 
Grammar Practice continue to 
round out our study of language.  
In writing, we’ve learned to devel-
op a well organized five paragraph 
informational essay!  We are be-

ginning our study of authors’ craft to help us write 
excellent narratives.  All of this hard work in lan-
guage makes us well-rounded writers and readers. 

 

   Our study of literature 
terms took us to great depths this year!  Learning liter-
ary elements helps us recognize the value of the writ-
ten word in making meaning.  Studying the reading 
strategies:  meta cognition, using our schema, visualiz-
ing, and infer- ring, has helped us 
realize that reading is truly think-
ing!  We’ve read a classic novel, 
Call it Courage and are diving into  
The Liberation of Gabriel King.  Both 
books teach val- uable lessons about 
self-respect and friendship.  Journaling as we read 
documents our thinking, and we certainly do a lot of 
that!  Developing text sets in teams really helped 
shape our understanding of “text.”  Study Island and 
ARP round our this exciting curriculum. 
   As a result of our new science curriculum, we are 
now all experts on water and the atmosphere!  Some 
of the topics included water on earth, characteristics of 
the ocean, currents and climate, 
winds, clouds, and air masses. In or-
der to help remember the layers of the 
atmosphere, each student created a 
pneumonic and corresponding poster. 
There were some crazy expressions, 
but it did the trick when it came to 
remembering the layers on the test!  Another fun activ-
ity was creating a storm report for the news.  Beware, 
there are many hurricanes, tornadoes, and thunder-
storms on the way!  In addition to all of the classroom 
activity, we had a chance to visit the Poole Wildlife 
Conservancy on a sunny day in October to explore a 
variety of topics related to water.  It was a fabulous 
day! 
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 The Barracuda team would like to congratu-
late all of our students of the month.  They 
are: 

September:  Brynn Lansenderfer and Kiran-
dip Kaur 

October:  Emily Giordano, Brianne Rutman, 
and Talor Kiermaier  

November:  Maggie Saunders, Kyra Guglian-
dolo, and Devyn Anderson 

December:  Madison Buchanan, Eric Schen-
kenberger, and Eric Rodriguez 

Mr. Lewis would like to remind his GHP clas-
ses that their final History Day projects are 
due on January 11th, 2012. 

Mr. Schaffer and Mrs. Reitnauer would like to 
remind all of their classes that Study Island 
#4 must be finished by December 23rd, 
2011. 

Mrs. Brown would like to remind her GHP 
classes of the following information for Sci-
ence Fair:   

All students should now be working on their 
experiments.  Don’t put off beginning your 
experiment.  Things don’t always go as 
planned and revisions may have to be made.  
Plant growth, seed germination, oxidation, 
mold growth, and decomposition experiments 
are among those that may take months to 
complete.  Remember to keep everything up 
to date in your LOG BOOK.  Photographs are 
helpful with your final product.  Check Mrs. 
Brown’s website for reminders and the time-
line.  The next due date will be January 
20th, 2012 for data collection and a log book 
check.  See me for questions or extra help at 
any time. 

Our team has 
planned the fol-
lowing special 
events that our 
students will attend: 

Iron Pigs Baseball Game—April 25th, 2012 

Water Days—May 29th and May 30th, 
2012—including trips to Kline’s Island and 
Wehr’s Dam 

Medieval Day—June 12th, 2012—Barracuda 
homeroom game competition. 

There is no cost for any of these activities for 
any of our students.  At a later date we will be 
requesting parental help for some of these 
events. 

##################################### 
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(Information Tech.—Continued by page 15) 

Study Island: 
   We are continuing to use a web-based pro-
gram called Study Island to help prepare 6th, 
7th and 8th grade students for the PSSA 
tests.  Study Island focuses on both math 
and reading state standards.  The program 
benefits include immediate feedback to stu-
dents as well as providing teachers with diag-
nostic tools to help determine student 
strengths and weaknesses.  Students com-
plete Study Island math and reading assign-
ments from their core teachers during Info 
Tech class and activity period.  If you have 
Internet access, your child can access Study 
Island from home as well.  We are excited 
about the benefits this program can bring to 
our students and anticipate their continued 
success. 
     (Mrs. Polca, Ms. Churetta, Ms. Crivellaro, 
               Mr. Hoffman) 



   The students of  Team Lightning are Absolute-
ly Electrifying!  They are indulging in all the 
amazing activities and educational experiences of 
middle school. 
   In mathematics, we are enjoying 
all the action-packed problems that 
it has to offer.  Place value, hands-
on equations, and algebraic equa-
tions have been keeping our math-
ematical minds active.  Decimals 
and problem solving continue to 
engage us in critical thinking.  Your child should 
be bringing home his/her yellow math folder.  
Please be sure to check that your child’s math 
homework is complete and that he/she is showing 
all of his/her work. 
   In science, we began the year with our “Water 

and the Atmosphere” unit.  We ex-
plored the fresh water, the oceans, 
the atmosphere, and weather.  Our 
ocean projects were amazing!  We 
shared them with our classmates 
and now our hallway and class-
room looks like an underwater par-

adise.  Our project also integrated informational 
writing and research.  There is nothing like being 
able to write and research scientific information!  
Our trip to Wildland’s Conservancy to experi-
ence ProjectWet was a blast! 
   Social studies began with an introduction of 
social studies and geography terms, and then we 
moved on to the Stone Ages.  We thought Mrs. 
Dewald was archaic, but she is not nearly as old 
as the hominids and people of the stone ages.  
Team Lightning will be traveling back in history 
to discover more about the people of Mesopota-
mia. 
   While studying the survival of early humans in 
social studies, Mrs. Dewald’s class read a novel 
called Dar and the Spear-Thrower. 
   In reading, we started off the year with a couple 
selections from our Literature books.  We read 
the short story “Stray”, and also “Sound of Sum-

mer Running”.  Currently we are finishing the nov-
el “Drums, Girls and Dangerous Pie.”  This turns 
out to be one of the favorites in 
6th grade.  We’ve also been 
focusing on reading strategies 
and incorporating them into 
different types of reading.  
Don’t forget to check on your 
child’s ARP assignment and 
make sure they are reading their monthly ARP 
book which should be worth 5 or more points and 
on their reading level.  Students are also required to 
complete an assigned monthly project based on 
their ARP books.  
   In language arts, we’ve been working hard to 
learn new vocabulary words.  We are already 
through 4 units, which means that we have learned 
80 new words!  We do Daily Grammar Practice 
(DGP) every day to practice our grammar skills 
and have completed units on nouns, pronouns and 
adjectives,  In writing, we began the year by creat-
ing a friendly letter that helped Miss Winterburn 
learn more about each and every one of the stu-
dents. 
   We were also busy with other academic and fun 
activities.  Thinking strategies have been integrated 
with all curricula.  We have been using metacogni-
tion, schema, and inferring in order to make learn-
ing more relevant to our lives.  Team Lightning 
shirts are ordered and on the way.  Get ready for 
that first team spirit day!  Go Team Lightning! 

 
Visit our website at:  http://psdweb.parklandsd.org/
lightning/ 
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   The Trailblazer team started this year with 
several academic activities.  Ms. Stern’s classes 
began by working on several assessments de-
signed to provide insight into specific learning 
styles of each student.  Classes then jumped 
right into their studies of Environmental Sci-
ence.  Several projects and activities were com-
pleted, and many were absolutely fantastic.  
Skits, songs, and community service projects 
were just some samples of the types of products 
that were displayed for the culmination of Envi-
ronmental Science.  Students have now moved 
into Physical Science and will work on review-
ing the scientific method.  Then, they will dive 
into the wonderful world of Physics.  Currently, 
GHP students should be working on their sci-
ence fair experiment.  Please check with your 
child frequently about science fair due dates and 
requirements. 
   Mr. Hallman’s math classes took time to re-
view some strategies for upcoming standardized 
testing, and everyone became familiar with the 
Study Island concepts.  The Algebra classes fo-
cused on numeric and algebraic operations; the 
Pre-algebra class became proficient in algebraic 
expressions and equation solving.  Good job so 
far for all classes! 

   Mr. Eakins’ classes 
have been learning about 
laws and government.  
They are almost experts 
by now on the three 
branches and have exam-
ined each branch in depth.  

Learning about the legal system is on deck!  
GHP students have selected their history day 
topics and are now digging into their research. 
   Mrs. Jones’ Language Arts classes have been 
busily exploring several types of writing.  These 
amazing writers are beginning 
to develop and explore their in-
dividual styles and techniques.  
In addition to their exploration, 
these young writers are connect-
ing their personal experiences 

and strategies to well-
known short stories.  Ac-
cording to Amy Tan, a well-known author, 
“Writing is an extreme privilege but it’s also a 
gift.  It’s a gift to yourself and it’s a gift of giving 
a story to someone.” 
   Also, please congratulate the following students 
for being named the Trailblazer’s Students of the 
Month: 
    
 
 
 
 
 
   September:  Chelsea Budde and Olivia Shay 
   October:  Abbey Cook and Brandon Lauer 
   November:  Jasmine Walling and Radhames  
      Caraballo 
   Finally, our new team colors are green and 
black.  The Trailblazer clothing items should be 
arriving shortly!  Thank you for your orders. 

  WE WISH YOU 
 
          ALL  A 
 
    WONDERFUL 
 
      HOLIDAY!! 
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INTRODUCTION TO  
WORLD LANGUAGES 

Hola, Bonjour, Guten Tag.  Only in Seventh 
grade can you learn how to greet one another in three 
languages!  That’s right, with Señora Mahmood, 
Mademoiselle Wagner and Frau Wanyo you can 
learn a little bit of Spanish, French and German in the 
Introduction to World Language Classes.  Each lan-
guage class meets every other day and runs for a 
twelve-week rotation.  During the trimester, students 
study various countries that speak the target lan-
guage.  Students study the language and the culture 
through use of music, video, projects, the sharing of 
personal experiences, and, of course, a lot of talking. 
Communication in the target language is key in all of 
the classes.  Students learn basic greetings, responses 
and farewells, as well as learning to introduce them-
selves.  They also often study the alphabet, and num-
bers.  The seventh grade language classes are a time 
of exploration.  The goal is to discover an under-
standing and appreciation for languages and cultures. 
 

FRENCH I CLASSES 
Mme Hess’ French I students have been 

busy practicing basic conversation skills.  They have 
studied the French alphabet, numbers 0-1000, time, 
days of the week, months, the seasons of the 
year, and the weather.  The students also learned how 
to introduce themselves and others, express feelings, 
tell their ages, indicate where they are from, and dis-
cuss their likes and dislikes.  Students have just 
learned to conjugate their first verb and will soon be 
talking about many of the activities they and others 
enjoy.   Conversation is becoming more communica-
tive now as they are learning how to ask and answer 
questions and discuss more topics.  Additionally, 

each week begins with la phrase de la semaine, which can 
be anything they want to learn how to say from movie lines 
to helpful or humorous sayings. 

In Monsieur Reaman's French I classes, we be-
gan the year with the alphabet, numbers, and greetings.  We 
continued with learning the foods and drinks, telling time 
and weather expressions.  We are currently describing our 
daily activities, expressing our likes and dislikes, and ac-
cepting and turning down invitations.  Outstanding students 
are Kelsey Carlon, Krupa Unjia, and Jared Sheinberg 

 
GERMAN I CLASSES 

Frau Sikora’s and Frau Spradlin’s German I 
students have been learning to give and ask for a 
wide variety of personal details.  In September we made our 
own Schultüten, decorated cones given to German Kinder 
on their first day of Schule (school).   Students later re-
searched Städte (cities) in German-speaking Länder 
(countries) to complete a Postcard Project in which they 
designed the front of their Postkarten and wrote on the 
back as if they were visiting and discovering for themselves 
the significance, beauty, and charm of the European desti-
nations.  In Oktober we celebrated our own Oktoberfest, 
after learning about this largest folk festival in the 
world.  November marked the 20th anniversary of the fall of 
the Berliner Mauer (Wall), so naturally we discussed its 
cultural and historische importance.  Congratulations to the 
1st marking period Outstanding Student in Frau Sikora’s 
class: Yesha Nar Wunderbar!  Outstanding students in Frau 
Spradlin’s classes are Donnie Seagreaves and Alexis Oak-
ley. 

 
SPANISH I CLASSES 

Señora Calvosa’s Spanish 1 students began the 
school year learning basic phrases dealing with greetings, 
responses and farewells; introducing people, and speaking 
about their age, likes and dislikes, where they’re from, and 
how they’re feeling.  Classroom and personal objects, along 
with commonly used verbs were also discussed.  Projects 
included business cards and posters on likes and dislikes, a 
school supply ad, and a diagram of their room.  First mark-
ing period outstanding students are:  Rachel Gevirtz, Mela-
nie Perez, Sarah Schubach, Monet Tiberii, and Victoria 
Wrigley.  Second marking period outstanding students 
are:  Connor Ceh, Jillian House, Daniel Kilgore, Veronica 
Koval, and William Wilkinson. 

Señor Woomer’s Spanish 1 classes are going 
great so far this year.  The students are in the middle of 
their study of descriptive adjectives in Spanish.  We will be 
describing teachers, celebrities and family members in this 
unit. The students are also focusing on the use of conversa-
tional Spanish.  The outstanding students are Cassie Smith 
and Joseph Assali. 
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   CALENDAR 2nd, 3rd & 4th MARKING PERIODS 
 

 
   Fri., Dec. 16   MS Orchestra Concert - 7 PM - PHS 
 
   Tuesday, Dec. 20  Band Winter Concert—7 PM—PHS 
 
    Fri., Dec. 23    12:45 PM—EARLY DISMISSAL 
 

 Mon., Dec. 26—Jan. 1       Winter Holiday—SCHOOL CLOSED 
                       RETURN TO SCHOOL MON., JAN. 2 
 
 Wed., Jan. 11          History Day 7-8:30 PM 
 

                        Mon., Jan. 16          Prof. Dev. Day - School Closed 
 

                        Wed., Jan. 25          Third Marking Period Ends 
 

                           Fri., Jan. 27           Early Dismissal – 12:45 PM 
 

                        Wed., Feb. 1                         MS Report Cards  
 
  Fri., Feb. 3                      Dance – 7-9 PM            
 

  Fri., Feb. 10            Game Night (Snow Date 2/24) 
 
           Fri., Feb. 17, Mon., Feb. 20    President’s Day Holiday – School Closed 
 
 Thurs., Feb. 23  Grade 6 Parents’ Night – 7 PM 
     Science Fair 7-8:30 PM 
 
 Mon., Feb. 27          Grade 5 Parents’ Night – 7 PM 
 
 Thurs., March 1  Parent University—6-7 PM 
 
 Tues., March 6             Art Show—6:15 PM 
 
 Tues. & Wed., Mar. 6 & 7  Spring Musical —7 PM 
 
 Fri., March 9   Prof. Dev. Day—School Closed 
 
            Sun., March 11  Daylight Savings Time Begins 
 
            Wed., March 14             4th Marking Period Ends 
       
            Wed., March 21                      MS Report Cards 



 Looking for a great gift for a 

teacher or bus driver? 

Honor them with a gift to the 

  

 

 

Your gift to the Parkland School District Education Foundation goes directly to work in the classroom. 
Grants from the Foundation help teachers create new classroom initiatives, purchase equipment and 
encourage the development of inventive and creative programs.  When you make a gift to the 
Foundation, you make a difference to a teacher! The Parkland School District Education Foundation is a 
501 (c) (3) non-profit, tax-exempt organization whose primary goal is to raise funds to promote, 
enhance, and supplement the educational and co-curricular programs for the benefit of students and 
staff in the Parkland School District in order to preserve a tradition of excellence and help build the 
dreams of children in our community.   

For each $10 donation, we will send a Foundation tribute card on your behalf to the teacher you wish to 
honor.  We will mail or email your receipt, as all gifts to the Foundation are tax deductible.   To make 
your gift, please visit www.parklandsd.org/foundation  or return the bottom portion of this form. If your 
employer sponsors a matching gift program, please request a matching gift form from your employer 
and send it completed and signed along with your gift.  We’ll take care of the rest! 

For more information about this meaningful opportunity for giving, please contact the Foundation at 
610-351-5630 or mcgallan@parklandsd.org.  Thank you for your gift! 

 

I have enclosed my check or money order for $_________ payable to the Parkland School District 

Education Foundation.      

Name of Parent:  ______________________________ Name of Child(ren): ____________________  

Address: ____________________________________________  Telephone: __________________    

E-mail ____________________________  

 __ Please check here if you are a business owner and would like to learn how you can direct your PA 

business tax payment to the Parkland School District Education Foundation.  

Please list the teachers you wish to honor and their schools: 

Teacher/School_______________/______________  Teacher/School_______________/_______________  

Teacher/School_______________/______________  Teacher/School_______________/_______________ 

Teacher/School_______________/______________  Teacher/School_______________/_______________ 

___ Please send card(s) directly to the teacher on my behalf      
___ Please send the cards to me to include a personal note.  I will then mail/send it to my child’s teacher. 

Please return to: The Parkland School District Education Foundation, 1210 Springhouse Rd., Allentown, PA 18104 
or donate online at www.parklandsd.org/foundation and choose the Winter Holiday Staff Tribute option. 

http://www.parklandsd.org/foundation
http://www.parklandsd.org/foundation
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Student Support Team Overview 
 
Being a middle school student has always been tough.  It is a time when so many things in life are changing, and 

sometimes it seems hard to keep track of everything.  Feeling both confused and strange is normal for middle school  
students. The point is, they’re not strange or weird - they’re just like every other teenager. It is not unusual for many students 
at the middle school level to begin experiencing barriers to school success because of drugs/alcohol; mental health problems; 
situational crisis; or traumatic life events that not only interfere with their educational performance, but their physical, social 
and emotional well being.  These issues can be overwhelming. 

 
 Most students will make the right choices when in a tough spot; however, some of them who may struggle with the 
above mentioned issues may make choices that will make this confusing time even tougher.  The Student Support Team 
(SST) is an intervention program designed to identify and refer "high risk" students to appropriate resources in the school or 
the community. 
 

SST is a state mandated program designed to help students and their families work hand in hand with the school to  
identify possible issues and to assist them to overcome these obstacles. It is a team approach. It is important to remember 
SST is not a discipline program; however, it may be implemented after certain policy violations occur. 

 
Any member of the school community may refer a student to the SST team. This includes students, parents, teachers, 

counselors, aides, and even bus drivers. After the SST team receives a referral, there is a specific process we follow and a 
limited menu of interventions we have available to employ. In some cases, there is no need to continue with the SST process. 
In other cases, some brainstorming and possible action steps are discussed and pursued with the parent’s full cooperation. 
Dealing with “issues” is never pleasant or easy, but absolutely necessary. Without the cooperation, support and follow 
through from parents, the risk of a more problematic situation exists. 

 
The SST process is not an “end all”  but a “beginning.”  You can find more information in the student brochure giv-

en to each student. Parent brochures are also available. If you have questions you are welcome to contact the guidance office 
for more information at any time. 

 
 Each school district tailors the SST process to meet the structure of their building. It is critical for all staff members, 
especially new staff to become familiar with the SST procedures. For parents we suggest you keep this newsletter where you 
can refer to it throughout the school year if necessary. Here is an overview of how the process works:  
 
1. Parents wanting to refer a student or discuss the program can contact the guidance office at any time. Teachers  receive a 
packet of referral forms at the start of the school year. Students simply need to ask for one if they want to make a referral. 
Completed referral forms are submitted to the guidance office. 
 
2.   After a  referral is received, teachers complete a checklist via email . We use Zoomarang survey services. Teachers are 
asked to mark off all items that apply to the student. These will be items that have been observed first hand and are factual. 

 
 

OVER 
 



 
3. The SST Team reviews the survey to determine if further ac-
tion is necessary. 
4.  Here is a list of possible actions steps that are  
considered: 

 
1.  Monitor student 
2.  Parent meeting 
3.  Guidance counselor contact 
4.  School psychologist consult 
5.  Core team interventions 
6.  Academic team interventions 
7.  Mental Health/Drug & Alcohol Screening 
8.  Multidisciplinary Team evaluation 
9.  School-based groups 
10. Crisis intervention 
11. Others as identified 
12. Close case 

 
It is imperative to communicate with parents throughout the 

process. Several action steps require parent permission to pro-
ceed. If we are to help students remove and overcome barriers,  
parents play a critical role. 

 

 
 

Student Behaviors Appropriate for  
SAP Referral 

 
• Academic decline 
• Disciplinary problems 
• Frequent visits to the Nurse and/or Guidance  

office 
• Decreased attention span 
• Observable expressions of anger, sadness 
• Observable behavior such as excessive talking in 

class, laughing inappropriately, poor anger  
management, disrespect to faculty or staff  
members 

• Observable behaviors such as overheard  
conversations about alcohol or other drugs 
(firsthand), or parties where drugs and/or alcohol 
were present 

• A student expressing concern or fear about a  
fellow student’s use of mood-altering substances 

• Smell similar to marijuana or alcohol on a student 
or their belongings 

• Odors on student’s clothes or belongings that are 
similar to those associated with the use of alcohol, 
other drugs, or inhalant abuse 

• Observable behaviors such as overheard 
(firsthand) conversations about feeling very sad or 
depressed 

• Observing a significant weight loss or weight gain 
• Observing frequent trips to the restroom 
• Observing a distinct behavior change or a change 

of friends 
• Observing drug-related, satanic-related or death 

related language or drawings. 
• Observing glassy-eyes, red eyes, agitation, loss of 

interest in academic or extracurricular activities, 
frequent cold-like symptoms, rash around the 
nose/mouth, and/or chemical smell. 

 
 
 

The Springhouse SST Team 
 

 Mr. Barone  Mrs. Jenkins 
 Mr. Bartman  Mr. Kutteroff  
 Mrs. Bauer  Miss Letoski 
 Mrs. Costigan Mrs. McGillicuddy 
 Mr. Gross  Mrs. Orben 
 Mr. Holmes  Mrs. Pany 
    Mrs. Steigerwalt 
    





 If you don’t feel like cooking every night, take a break!  If you dine in or take out at the following 
restaurants below, SMSP will earn a percentage of the profits. Make sure to tell them you are from 
Springhouse when ordering:  
 
CHICK-FIL-A :  THE 2ND WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH • 6379 Hamilton Blvd., 
Allentown. • 
Dates: Dec.14, Jan.11, Feb.8, March 14, April 11, and May 9.  
DOMINO’S : THE LAST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH • 4229 W. Tilghman, Allentown. 
610.395.1515. The December Domino’s will be on the 3rd Tuesday of the month on December 20. 
Then back to regular schedule: Jan. 31, Feb. 28, March 27, April 24, and May 29. 
BURRITO GRILLE : 4791 W. Tilghman, Allentown 610.336.0333. Dates: Jan. 25, Feb. 29, March 
28, April 25, and May 30. * A BURRITO GRILLE HOLIDAY SPECIAL GIFT CARD FLYER WILL BE 
COMING HOME SOON.* 
PHILLY PRETZEL SALES   EVERY 3RD WEDNESDAY OF EACH MONTH in the 
Springhouse cafeteria during lunches. They are also sold at each evening dance. Pretzels are $1.00. 
          Feel Free to contact Chair, Bonnie Singer (blsinger1@hotmail.com) if you have any 
questions. 

WHY DO WE ASK YOU TO FUNDRAISE: SOME MORE SMSP FACTS 
Many people wonder why we have fundraisers and where the funds we collect go. People also ask 

what the roles are of SMSP. I break up SMSP activities into a three categories: 1) We are the 
volunteers, chairs, and executive board members  who commit our time to  fundraise. We 

fundraise (try to obtain “income”) so we can cover the costs of our expenses. Our expenses are 
budgeted out yearly so we can pay for fun and educational extras each year. SMSP funds the 

following activities: 
• Funding $10.00 per child for teachers to request monies for special project/activities not covered by school 

district. 
• Funding $100.00 for "specials" teachers for special projects/activities not covered by school district. 
• Funding $2,500 for the end of the year 8th grade celebration 
• Funding $3,000 towards the ARP auction for prizes. 
• Funding/awarding a $500 scholarship for a Parkland High School graduate who attended Springhouse. 
• Funding $400.00 for gym bags for new students. 
• Funding $100.00 for paper for the student directories. 
• Funding $500.00 for the Staff Appreciation Week 
• CHARITABLE DONATIONS AS REQUESTED (When our budget allows, we contribute to Parkland Festival of The 

Arts, etc.) 
As of October, we have paid a $100 Grant for Red Ribbon Week poster winner prizes; a $150. 

Grant request for 6th grade to have a scuba assembly as it relates to their science education; and 
$100 in paper for school directories.2) As parents and partners, we commit our time for 

activities/to services .We are communicators who keep everyone informed: there is a Copy Chair 
and volunteers who make copies of the flyers that go home. We have SMSP Chairs that are 

responsible for the website, for the marquee, and for the school directory. We offer our time at 
school functions such as: chaperoning dances and assisting with: field days, 8th grade 

celebration, school picture day, hearing screenings, PSSA ice cream socials, the ARP auction, 
and game night. These are fun and educational activities that directly benefit the students but are 
not fundraisers.3) We give THANKS:  We directly plan and fund the Staff Appreciation Luncheon 
and week-long activities so we can say thank you to our wonderful staff! We are charitable when 

we can be to show our thankfulness to be part of this community. Thank you! ~Lisa Kappes 
Feel free to contact Kathy Pegg, SMSP Treasurer (kathy.pegg@verizon.net) if you have any 

questions about the SMSP budget or income. 
 

SPRINGHOUSE DIRECTORY COVER DESIGN CONTEST CONGRATULATIONS 
We had 25 amazing entries this year. It was so hard to pick a winner, but the lovely cafeteria staff (our judges 
with a very difficult task,) chose the artwork of Joseph Harpes/D214. Congratulations Joseph and thank you 

to all those that entered. Keep up the beautiful work. 



MORE WELCOMES AND CONGRATULATIONS! 
On behalf of SMSP and the Springhouse families, we extend our congratulations to Mrs. Minotti and 

family on the birth of their baby girl Zara Ann. Mom and baby are doing well!   
On behalf of SMSP and the Springhouse families, we extend our congratulations and big welcome to Mr. 

Bartman on joining the administration at Springhouse.   
The SMSP welcomes three new 2011-2102 board members. Jen Jankowski, Deidre Engler, and Tina 

Oravetz will be sharing the position of VP of Fundraising. They have assigned projects to oversee and are 
working on new and exciting fundraisers to bring to us. We are excited to have them and know they will 

be a huge asset.                                     

STAY INFORMED: COMMUNICATION 
We want you to know what is going on!!! There are several ways to keep informed about SMSP activities: 

1) “Like” us on Facebook (find us under Springhouse Middle School Partnership,) 2) The SMSP has a 
website that is full of news on current events/dates, volunteer information and forms, contact information 

for our board & chairs, and FAQ’s. Check it out at: 
http://sites.google.com/site/springhousepartnership/home. 3) We have just started a new group email 
through mailchomp. You will start receiving emails from us soon IF you have shared your email and 
requested to be on the email list on the volunteer sheets and student directory sheets in the back to 

school packets. To add your name, please send your information to Ashok Khandelwal at 
vp.comm.smsp@gmail.com. 4) Refer to the SMSP 2011-2012 Board/Chair list for specific phone 

numbers and emails. Your phone calls or emails are always welcome. 5) You can email us at 
SMSPartnership@gmail.com. 6) Follow us on Twitter. 

Feel free to contact Ashok Khandelwal, SMSP VP of Communications (vp.comm.smsp@gmail.com) or 
Rebecca DeWever, SMSP Webmaster (rdewever@yahoo.com) if you have any communication questions. 

 
  

UPCOMING EVENTS/VOLUNTEER INFORMATION: 

                                    GAME NIGHT:  
Be sure to mark your calendars! The 7th Annual SMSP Student Game Night is February 10th from 
7pm-9pm.  Come join us for video games, ping pong, basketball, bingo and so much more! Look 
for more information in the future! Remember this is a student only event! Snow date is scheduled 
for 2/24. Feel free to contact Chair, Stacy Harman (bsjaharm@ptd.net) if you have any questions 
about the event or about volunteering. 

 
 VOLUNTEER HELP: 

The 8th Grade celebration committee has already starting to plan this huge and fantastic event. 
They had their first meeting on December 8th. If you would like to be included and have not joined in the 

planning yet, please contact  Chairs, Suzy Harris (suykabe@aol.com) and Judy Borrelli 
(borrfam@ptd.net),  

 
We will be starting to have bake sales at the evening events. If you have signed up as a baking 

volunteer, look forward to hearing about a baking opportunity soon! Contact Chairs, Jeannine Guerra 
(jeannineguerra@yahoo.com) and Cindy James (cmjamesy@yahoo.com) if you have any questions.  

 
Additionally, SMSP hosts the ARP Auction on May 15 and the Staff Appreciation Luncheon Week, 
starting May 7th. These both also require many months of planning and many volunteer hands. 

Please mark your calendars and plan to help out! Feel free to contact any of the chairs for events 



you are interested in volunteering for, or contact the SMSP VP of Volunteers, Missy Maggioncalda 
(jjmiss@rcn.com) for volunteering questions. 

UPDATE ON DANCE CHAPERONES:  
SMSP thanks the Dances Chair and all those who have volunteered to be chaperones at the 

Springhouse Dances. An administrative decision has been made that the dances will be 
chaperoned solely by teachers and administration. They are able to provide an ample amount of 

supervision and we believe it is in the best interest of the students’ safety. This decision was fully 
supported by the SMSP Executive Board and we hope you understand. We will be working 

together to provide more structured check-ins, job responsibilities and planning meetings for 
other evening activities with parental involvement.  

 

 

THE PSD EDUCATION FUND 
Please go to www.parklandsd.org/foundation to find out about this way to raise funds that promote, 

enhance, and supplement the educational and co-curricular programs that benefit our students and staff. 
A donation will make a great holiday gift for teachers and staff and is tax exempt. You can also call 

610.351.5630 for more information.  
 

PSBA'S "STAND UP FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION" CAMPAIGN 
You might have heard about the taxpayer-funded tuition vouchers/ PSBA's "Stand Up for Public 
Education" campaign. As public school parents, it is believed that our voices should be heard. Please feel 
free to contact Karen Devine at karen.devine@psba.org or call her at (800) 932-0588, ext. 3322 if you 
would like her assistance in hearing more about it or what you can do. 
 
 
 




